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STATE OF THE ECONOMY AT MIDYEAR

TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 1987

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
JoinT EconoMic COMMITTEE,
: Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in room SD-
628, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Paul S. Sarbanes (chair-

man of the committee) presiding.
Present: Senator Sarbanes and Representatives Solarz, Wylie,

and McMillan.

Also present: Judith Davison, executive director; Richard F Kauf-
man, general counsel; and Dale Jahr, Jim Klumpner, and Dan
Bond, professional staff members.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR SARBANES, CHAIRMAN

Senator SARBANES. The committee will come to order.

Today we start the first of a series of hearings on the American
economy at midyear. The pur%ose of these hearings, which will
extend over this week, is to gather evidence and opinion about the
current performance of the American economy and its probable
course over the next 6 months. Such evidence must play an impor-
tant role in informing congressional action on a wide range of
issues in the coming months.

Much of the evidence readily available suggests that the task of
understanding the current state of the economy and predicting its
future will not be an easy one. That's not an unusual situation, I
might observe. The conventional indicators present no clear or uni-
form picture of the economy, and the conflicting signals derived
frcim ifferent sources pose a very significant chali.enge to economic
policy. )

The first quarter GNP figures, for example, show an apparently
strong economy with real growth in output at a healthy 4.8 ger—
cent. But at the same time, most analysts attributed this growth to
excess production in the automobile sector and unsustainable in- .
ventory accumulations elsewhere in the economy. The consensus
estimate of 50 of the Nation’s top economic forecasters is for GNP
growth in 1987 to be only 2.4 percent.

For the first quarter of this year, consumer spending fell 1.1 per-
cent, with consumption of durable manufactured goods falling a
startling 19 percent. Since consumer spending has been the main
force sustaining our current recovery, this apparent turnaround
has potentially serious implications.

Other indicators also point to problems with the current recov-
ery. In the first quarter, real nonresidential fixed investment fell

-
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almost 10 percent and real residential investment fell almost 5 per-
cent. Housing starts are 10 percent below their level for a similar
period in 1986. And real disposable personal income has fallen for
the past 3 months in a row.

~ The trade deficit appears to have “turned a corner” and is un-
likely to continue to place a drag on domestic economic growth.
But whether it will improve quickly enough to be a major stimu-
lant to growth remains an unanswered question.

These indicators sugfest an economy which continues to move
forward, but uncertainly at a slowing pace. They also suggest an
econom%/ with weaknesses and problems for the future which ought
to be a focus of concern for economic policy.

In approaching the question of future economic policy it is impor-
tant not to drift into the kind of complacency which may have led
to the problems in the first place. The current huge budget deficits
stem from a complacent belief that massive supply-side tax cuts
would stimulate a burst of economic activity that would more than
make up for foregone revenues. The current huge trade deficits
grew out of a complacent belief that an overvalued dollar was a na-
tional asset rather than a national problem.

Today’s eciuivalent complacency would suggest that our current
problems will either solve themselves or are not serious enough to
warrant public attention. Some argue, for example, that the trade
deficit will decline sufficiently over time on its own accord, and
that current economic growth under 3 percent is adequate for na-
tional needs. To accept such assertions confidently is to risk aggra-
vating further the problems now confronting the economy.

The trade deficit is not getting any worse, but that is not good
enough. Five years of record trade deficits have left us a legacy of
some $264 billion in net external debt, which weakens our influ-
ence in the world and diminishes our ability to manage our own
economy. We need a forward-looking strategy to turn today’s trade
deficits into strong trade surpluses if we are to relieve ourselves of
the burden of this debt.

The same is true with respect to economic growth. There has
been some talk of late about accepting a rate of economic growth in
the 2 to 3 percent range as adeguate. But accepting such a target
means condemning the United States to a low-growth, low-produc-
tivity economy. Accepting the low-growth road means settling for
less than we are capable of achieving; this kind of complacency
about growth should not be a substitute for a thoughtful and com-
prehensive national economic policy.

With these considerations in mind, I'm pleased now to turn to
our witnesses for their views on the economy and economic policy
at midyear. We will hear first from Beryl Sprinkel, Chairman of
the President’s Council of Economic Advisers. Mr. Sprinkel will be,
followed by a panel of private sector witnesses.

Before I yield to Congressman Chalmers Wylie, I want to take
just a moment to pay tribute on behalf of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee to two very distinguished economists, Walter Heller and
Arthur Burns, both of whom died since the last time this commit-
tee met. Both, I think, made extraordinary contributions to our
nation. They were of opposite political persuasions, but the debate
and dialogue between the two of them represented the best of
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American democracy. That debate was a measure of how our poli-
tics should be practiced. Walter Heller and Arthur Burns differed
in their perceptions and how they weighed matters, but they were
always reasonable. They understood that reasonable people could
differ, tolerantly and respectfully, and I think they elevated the na-

‘tional dialogue with respect to economic policy and made very sig-

nificant contributions to our nation.
" Congressman Wylie.

OPENING STATEMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE WYLIE

Representative WyLiE. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I
wish to associate mgself with your remarks about the late Walter
Heller and Arthur Burns. Some of the great moments that I've had
in Congress were had in listening to these great gentlemen and
gaining from their expertise as to the state of the economy, and
they will be missed in our future deliberations.

I wish to commend you, Mr. Chairman, for your leadership in or-

‘ganizing this week’s timely and important series of hearings at

midyear 1987.
I join you, Senator, and the other members in welcoming the wit-

nesses today. I am pleased that Mr. Sprinkel is our leadoff witness,
whose insights and observations are always appreciated. I look for-
ward to your testimony and the testimony of the entire panel.

At midyear 1987, we find the economdy, like “Old Man River,”
just keeps rolling along. We have just ended the 55th month of eco-
nomic expansion, only 3 months shy of the longest peacetime ex-
pansion, on record. In October, we will break that enviable record
and, furthermore, according to the Blue Chip Consensus of Fore-
casters, we are likely to shatter the record, not just limp past it.

Our current economic expansion is not perfect, but none ever
are. But there seems to me to be no reason to be pessimistic about
the future of our economy. We have a great deal to brag about.
Back on a foundation of sound economic principles and a rekin-
dling of the free enterprise spirit, our nation is poised for even

greater frowth.
Let's look at economic performance during this expansion and

during the past dozen years.
First, we have made dramatic improvements in halting inflation

and reducing unemployment. Remember the misery index. We
have a chart here to show the misery index. It's comprised of the
inflation rate and the unemployment rate. In 1986, it was at its
lowest level since the index was invented, at 8.9 percent. In 1980, it
was 20.6 percent.

Let’s look at the gross national product. It's been climbing 56
months without losing ground once. Over the t 4 years, infla-
tion-adjusted GNP grew 16 percent. Compare that to the 4 years

before 1982, when it gew one-tenth that rate.
How about the GNP growth being translated into income for

Americgn people? Just fine, thank you, and here’s another chart to
prove that.

Real per capita disposable income has risen steadily, gaining 10.8
percent from 1982 to 1986. This income measure was slightly nega-
tive from 1978 to 1982. Employment gains have been most impres-
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sive, too. Over 10 million jobs were created in 4 years. Only 3 mil-
lion were created during the stagflation years.

Finally, this expansion has witnessed a renewed confidence in in-
vestment, and that promises a brighter future indeed. Real gross
private domestic investment has hovered around $650 billion annu-
ally during the past few years, a jump of $200 billion from the 1982
level. Over the past 4 years, investment has jumped 50 gercent, a
big turnaround from a 22-percent decline since 1978 to 1982.

ese few charts are just the beginning of the good news we
have to celebrate.

By some strange twist, we are about to break an economic
growth record at the same time we are commemorating the bicen-
tennial of our Constitution. Are they related? Maybe it's just a co-
incidence. But it is undeniable that the United States has the
world’s largest and strongest economy because the Founding Fa-
thers built sound economic principles into the Constitution.

The renewal of the free enterprise and entrepreneurship has
made an invaluable contribution to the current economic expan-
sion. Continuing this spirit can only lengthen it.

Again, thank you very much. Mr. Sprinkel, I look forward to
your testimony.

[The charts referred to by Representative Wylie follow:]
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Senator SARBANES. We are ready to hear from you, Mr. Sprinkel.
Thank you very much for appearing. We look forward to your testi-

mony.

STATEMENT OF HON. BERYL W. SPRINKEL, CHAIRMAN, COUNCIL
OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS

Mr. SpRINKEL. Chairman Sarbanes and distinguished members of
the committee, it is, as always, a pleasure to be here to testify on
the outlook for economic activity, inflation, and employment. Mr.
Chairman, I would like to join you in honoring the memory of two
of my good friends and predecessors, Arthur Burns and Walter

Heller.
Now I would like to brief the detailed testimony if I may that I

will submit for the record.
Senator SARBANES. Your full statement will be included in the

record.

Mr. SprINKEL. The U.S. economy, as Congressman Wylie has in-
dicated, is ending the 55th month of the economic expansion. In
October of this year, it will become the longest peacetime expan-
sion of this century and the second largest of the postwar era.

The initial steep fall and subsequent stability of inflation, the
general declines in interest rates, and the surge in employment, es-
pecially in the higher paying occupations, are notable features of
the current economic expansion.

However, the deterioration of the U.S. trade balance has ham-
pered real GNP growth in recent years, even as real spending con-
tinued to advance at a solid pace. Clearly, grospects or an accel-
eration of economic growth in 1987 and 1988 will depend impor-
tantly on the progress that is made in shrinking the U.S. trade def-
icit.
Fortunately, the economy is in the midst of a necessary shift in
the composition of growth. In particular, real total domestic spend-
ing has begun to grow more slowly than real GNP and a shrinking
net e:t:lport deficit is now contributing to, not retarding, economic
growth.

As I shall now explain, the available evidence suggests that pros-
pects are good for an acceleration of real GNP growth in 1987 and
a continuation of economic expansion into 1988.

Compared with the same quarter during the previous year, the
growth of real consumption spending fell from 4.5 percent in the
third quarter of 1986 to 4 percent in the fourth quarter, and to 2.8
percent in the first quarter of 1987, while the personal savings rate
rose from a 40-year low of 2.5 percent in the fourth quarter of 1986
to a still insufficient 3.5 percent in the first quarter of 1987.

A continuation of more modest growth in consumption is likely
as households attempt to rebuild savings rates to more normal

levels.
As a result of the depreciation of the dollar that has taken place

over the past 2-plus years, we see solid eviden.e that the next
export deficit is starting to shrink and contribute importantly to,
not hamper, economic growth. The real net export deficit declined
by $15.3 billion at an annual rate in the fourth quarter of 1986 and

$14.3 billion in the first quarter of 1987.



8

Especially encouraging is the fact that exports of goods and serv-
ices in volume terms have been growing at a rapid 13.9 percent
annual rate since the second quarter of 1986 and that import vol-
umes have actually declined in each of the last two quarters. As a
result, real net exports of goods and services have contributed
roughly 1.6 percentage points at an annual rate to real GNP
growth in each of the last two quarters. -

After exhibiting exceptional strength during the first 3 years of
the present expansion and setting records as a share of real GNP
in both 1984 and 1985, real business fixed investment weakened
slightly in 1986. Now this was due in part to a collapse of invest-
ment 1n the oil and gas sectors and perhaps also to uncertainty
concerning the final gzovisions of the-tax reform legislation that
was being debated in Congress for most of the year.

Rising corporate profits, improved international competitiveness,
and export sales and a surging stock market should contribute to
some strengthening of real business fixed investment this year. In
this regard, a recently released survey by the Commerce Depart-
ment reports that businesses expect to increase real capital spend-
in%;)ﬁ" 2.8 percent in 1987.

ing all cases together, real GNP growth should accelerate to
somewhat more than 3 percent in 1987 and 1988 on a fourth quar-
ter to fourth quarter basis. During the first ?uarter of this year,-
real GNP grew at a revised 4.8 percent annual rate. A sizable and
largely anticipated increase in business inventories, as well as the
previously discussed improvement in real net exports accounted for
the surge in first quarter real GNP. In coming quarters we expect
inventory investment to moderate, consumption and investment
spending to resume growth after declining slightly in the first
quarter relative to the fourth quarter of 1986, and real net exports
to continuc to contribute to growth.

Economic growth should benefit from the low tax rates and
elimination of loopholes that will result when tax reform is fully
Fhased in in 1988. Faster economic frowth and a projected decline,
or the first time since 1973, in real Federal outlays should result
in a substantial decline in the Federal budget deficit in fiscal 1987.

During the first 56 months of this year, total employment has in-
creased fy more than 1.7 million };:ersons and the unemployment
rate has fallen to 6.2 percent. As the administration completes the
midsession review of the economic outlook, it is not unlikely that
the present official forecast of a 6.5 percent unemployment rate for
the fourth quarter of 1987 will be revised down.

With regard to recent concerns that a resurgence of inflation is
likely, any assessment of the inflation outlook must take into ac-
count the stance of monetary policy as well as the recent rebound
in energy prices, the increase in relative import prices resulting
from the depreciation of the dollar, and movements in wage rates
and profit margins that play critical roles in determining the un-
deﬁying inflation rate.

oney growth in 1985 and 1986 was quite rapid by historical
standards. However, rates of monetary expansion that greviously
would have implied a resurgence of inflation appears to have been
necessary in recent years to satisfy an increase in the demand for
money balances relative to income. Although the nature of the
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change in money demand is not fully understood at this time, no
plausible assessment of the shift in money demand would imply a

permanent need for such rapid money growth in the future.
Since the end of last year, the Federal Reserve has slowed the

ﬁowth of monetary aggregates, especially M2. Speci y, while
2 grew at 8.9 percent between the fourth quarter of 1 d.the
fourth quarter of 1986, it grew at only a 1.9 percent annual T:
between January and May 1987. The tightening of monetary polic

is also apparent in the behavior of the Federal funds rate. In Mag\

1987, the funds rate- MWMWQ point
above its level in the fall of 1986.

The tightening of monetary policy in 1987 is consistent with the
generally recognized need to reduce money growth below the very
rapid rates recorded in 1985 and 1986. I em% asize, however, that
such a dramatic slowdown of money growth, if continued a few
more quarters, could place the continuation of reasonable growth
of real output and employment at risk.

Although the CPI rose at a 5.6 percent annual rate during the
first 5 months of 1987, well above the 1.1 percent annual rate re-
corded last year, most of this increase in the measured inflation
rate is not properly attributable to monetary policy. The sharp de-
cline in energy prices eari; in 1986 and the subsequent rebound
late in the year and in 1987 account for most of this difference in
inflation rates. Excluding energy, the CPI rose at a 3.8 percent
annual rate in 1986 and at a 4.8 percent annual rate for the first 5
months of 1987. Within several months, the impact of the rebound
in energy prices should be passed through to the CPL

Higher prices of imported products associated with the decline in
the foreign exchange value of the dollar have likely also contribut-
ed to the recent uptick in the measured inflation rate. Specifically,
the Bureau of Labor Statistics index of nonfuel import prices was
rising at a 10.2 percent annual rate durinﬁ the first 3 months of
1987. The impact of the weaker dollar and higher import prices on
the U.S. inflation rate will probably continue to be relatively
modest, however, because imports have a relatively small weight in
the CPl. Moreover, foreign profit margins widened considerably
during the period of recent dollar appreciation, and the ultimate
Fassthrough to the CPI of the dollar’s recent depreciation may be
ess than expected from historical relationships.

Based %Fon the above considerations, it is my view that concerns
that the U.S. economy is locked into a resurgence of inflation above
that recorded during the first 3 years of the current expansion are
exaggerated. The recent uptick in inflation above the 4 percent

_—rate 18 largely due to temporary, supply-side disturbances. A sus-
tained increase in the inflation rate is likely only if the inflation-
ary process begins to affect domestic costs, wage rates, and profit
margins. Under an appropriate monetary policy, this should not
happen provided that workers and firms continue to recognize the
nature of the international competitive situation. g

While the near-term outlook for economic growth, inflation, and
the trade balance is encouraging, three challenges must be met if
the U.S. economy is to continue to enjoy sustained growth with low
inflation and a shrinking trade deficit.
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First, the Federal budget deficit must be reduced and it should
and likely will ony be reduced by restraining the growth of Federal
spending. A general tax increase that abandons tax reform is not
the solution to the budget dilemma. A general tax increase would
hamper growth and inhibit improvements in productivity. Further-
more, a general tax increase does not eliminate the source of the
budget deficit: %rowth in government spending that far outpaces
the growth of the economy in a period of economic expansion. A
substantial reduction in the Federal pudget deficit will be achieved

in fiscal 1987 as a result of economic

.

real Federal outlays. We can and must make similar progress in
reducing the Federal budget deficit in 1988 and in later years.

Second, protectionism must be resisted. Qur trade deficit is not
primarily a product of narrow commercial policy actions taken
against the United States. While it is important that we continue
to strive to open foreign markets for U.S. exports, significant
future reductions in our trade deficits will depend upon our ability
to reduce the budget deficit and the efforts of our major trading
partners to increase internally led growth. .

Our international cost competitiveness declined during the first
half of the 1980’s because of the appreciation of the dollar. This ap-
preciation has now been substantially reversed and the relative
cost competitiveness of U.S. producers has been largely restored.
For example, in 1986, unit labor costs in manufacturing rose an av-
erage 27 percent in our industrial trading partners whin measured
in dollar terms. Unit labor costs in Japan rose an astounding 42.6

rcent in dollar terms. By contrast, unit labor costs in the United

tates, again measured in dollars, actually declined.

As a result of this significant improvement in U.S. cost competi-
tiveness, trade-sensitive industries of our trading partners now face
a period of adjustment. This adjustment will undoubtedly increase
protectionist pressures abroad. It would indeed be tragic if we en-
courage protectionism abroad just as the United States is set to
enjoy a period of export-led growth.

The third challenge is to put in place policies that will contribute
to a rising standard of living while improving our international
competitiveness. That is the objective of the President’s competi-
tiveness bill, and it should be the aim of any trade legislation that
is passed by Congress. The key to increasing our standard of living
is increasing productivity. Instead of adopting a defeatist, protec-
tionist response to our trade deficit, we should focus our energies
on this positive approach to enhancing our international competi-
tiveness and raising our standard of living.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Sprinkel follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. BERYL W. SPRINKEL

Chairman Sarbanes and distinguished members of the committee,
it is, as always, a pleasure to be here today to testify on the
outlook for economic activity, inflation, and employment. 1In my
prepared testimony, I will emphasize three points. First, the
expansion in output and employment that began in December 1982
continues, and.prospectl are good for an acceleration of economic
growth and a significant reduction in our real net export deficit
in 1987 and 1988. Second, the recent rise in the measured
inflatjon rate reflects the temporary, and largely anticipated,
effects of the rebound in energy prices and the increase in
import prices associated with dollar depreciation. Thirdq,
achieving sustained growth with low inflation and a shrinking
trade balance requires that we continue to reduce our budget
deficit via spending restraint, avoid protectionism, and put in
place policies that will enhance our standard of living while

improving our international competitiveness.

-~

The current Economic Expansion

The U.S. economy is presently in the 55th month of economic
expansion. In October of this year, the current economic
expansion will become the longest peacetime expansion of this
century, and the second longest-expansion of the postwar era.

Before I discuss the outlook for economic growth, inflation, and
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employment, it will be useful to review briefly several features
of the current expansion as it has progressed thus far.

The initial steep fall and subsequent stability of inflation
and the general decline in interest rates that have characterized
this expansion are important accomplishments of economic policy
since 1980. In particular, after falling from over 12 percent in
1980 to less than 4 percent in 1982 (the trough of the 1981-1982
recession), inflation reﬁained at or below 4 percent in sach of
the first three years of the current expansion and fell to 1.1
percent in 1986, largely as the result of the stecep decline in
world oil prices. Similarly, 3 month Treasury bill ylelds, which
reached 15.5 percent in 1980, averaged less than 10 percent in
1983~-1984, less than 7.5 percent in 1985, and in July 1986 fell
(and still remain) below q.percont for the first time since 1977.
This stands in marked contrast to the experience of the 1960s and
19708 in which inflation and interest rates rose above previous
cyclical peaks as economic expansion proceeded.

Employment growth has been exceptionally strong dufinq the
current expansion with over 13 million jobs created. Furthermore,
in contrast to the claims made by some observers, most of these
are full time jobs in the highest paying occupations. 1In
particular, acccording to Bureau of Labor Statistics data on
employment classified by occupation, more than 60 percent of the
increase in employment during the current expansion has occurred
in occupations paying more than $390 per week in 1986.

Throughout the current oxpénsion,-thn share of the working age

population with jobs has continued to set new records, reaching

\\_‘



18

an all-time high of 62 percent in May, a month in which the
unemployment rate was at 6.2 percent, the lowest in more than
seven years. .

The deterioration of the U.S. trade balance has been a
disturbing feature of the present expansion. From a surplus
equivalent to almost 1 percent of GNP in 1982, U.S. real net
exports of goods and services declined sharply to a deficit of
more than 4 percent of real GNP in 1986. As is by now widely,
although, unfortunately, not universally understood, the surge in
the U.S. trade deficit that has occurred during the first four
years of the current expansion is primarily a macroeconomic
phenomenon that has resulted from an historically unprecedented
gap between national saving and investment,rq;xgngmg;ovth of
private spending relative to that of other ;ountrio-, and the
erosion of U.8. cost competitiveness stemming from the
subdtantial appreciation of the dollar that occurred between 1980
and early 1985.

Weaker than expected GNP growth in 1985 and 1986 resulted not
from sluggish growth of domestic spending but instead resulted
largely from a shift in domestic spending away from domestically
produced goods to imports as well as sluggish growth in U,S.
exports. For example, in 1986, total real spending by U.S8.

hqusehold-, firms, and Federal, state, and local governments

(total domestic donand{m;Blc by 3.8 percent compared with an
increase in real GNP of only 2.5 percent (on a year over year
basis). The gap between real domestic demand and real GNP

resulted in a nearly $40 b}llion deterioration in real net

’

e
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sxports, of which $35 billion was due to an increase in real,
nonpetroleun merchandise imports. Clearly, prospects for an
acceleration of economic growth in 1987 and 1988 will depend
importantly on the progress that is made in shrinking the U.S.

trade deficit.

The outlook for Growth and Employment

Prospects are good for an acceleration of real economic
growth in 1987 and a continuation of economic expansion into
1988. Moreover, it is likely that the U.S. economy will
experience a necessary shift in the composition of growth. In
particular, total domestic demand =-- especially real consumption
spending and Federal purchases -- should begin to grow more
slowly than does real GNP, resulting in an increase in household
saving and a substantial reduction (at least in 1987) in the
Federal budget deficit. A shrinking net export deficit should
contribute to real GNP growth as real exports of goods and
services accelerate and real import growth moderates.

The available evidence indicates that this necessary shift in
the composition of demand is beginning to take place. Compared
with the same quarter during the prévious year, the growth of
real gonsumption spending fell from 4.5 percent in the thira
quartfer of 1986 to 4 percent in the fourth quarter, and to 2.8
percent in the first quarter of 1987, while the personal saving
rate rose from a forty year low of 2.5 percent in the fourth
guarter of 1986 to a still-insufficient 3.5 percent in the first
quarter of 1987. A continuation of more modest growth in
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consunption is likely as households attempt to rebuild saving
rates to more normal levels.

As & result of the depreciation of the dollar that has taken
place over the past two years, we ses solid evidence that the net
export deticit is ntartiné to shrink and to contribute
importantly to, not retard, economic growth. The real net export
deficit deciined by $15.3 billion at an annual rate in the fourth
quarter of 1986 and by $14.3 billion in the first quarter of
1987. Especially encouraging is the fact that exports of goods
and services in volume terms have been growing at a rapid 13.9
percent annual rate since the second quarter of 1986 and that
import volumes have actually declined in each of the last tweo
quarters. As a result, real net exports of goods and services
have contributed roughly 1.6 percentage points (at an annual
rate) to real GNP growth in each of the last two qu-rters.

Recent trends in the volatile monthly trade statistics
suggest that the trade deficit may be starting to shrink in
dollar terms as well. The average monthly trade deficit fell
from $14.9 billion in the third quarter of 1986 to $14.3 billion
in the fourth quarter, to 13.7 billion in the first quarter of
1987, and to $13.3 billion in April. We expect to see, on
average, continued improvements in the monthly trade deficit
measured in dollars.

After exhibiting excaptional strength during the first three
years of the present expansion and setting records as a.share of
real GNP in both 1984 and 1985, real business fixed investment
weakened slightly in 1986. This was due in part to a collapse of
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investment in the oil and gas sectors and perhaps also to
uncertainty concerning the final provisions of the tax reform
legislation that was being debated in Congress for most of the
year. Rising corporate profits, improved international
competitiveness and export sales, and a surging stock market
should contribute to some strengthening of real business fixed
investment in 1987. In this regard, a recently released survey
by the Commerce Department reports that businesses expect to
increase real capital spending by 2.8 percent in 1987.

Pulling all the pieces together, real GNP growth should
accelerate to somewhat more than 3 percent in 1987 and 1988 on a
fourth quarter to fourth quarter basis. During the first quarter
of this year, real GNP grew at a revised 4.8 percent annual rate.
A sizable, and largely anticipated, increase in business
inventories as well as the previously discussed improvement in
real net exports accounted for the surge in first quarter real
GNP. In coming Quarters, ve e;;oct inventory investment to
moderate, consumption and investment spending to resume growth
after declining slightly in the first guarter relative to the
fourth quarter of 1986, and real net exports to continue to
con:ribute to growth. Economic growth should benefit from the
low tax rates and elimination of loopholes that will result when
tax reform is fully phased in 1988, Faster economic growth and a
projected decline (for the first time since 1973) in real Federal
outlays should result in a substantial decline in tg; Federal

budget deficit in fiscal 1987.
During the first five months of 1987, total employment has
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increased by more than 1.7 million and the unemployment rate has
fallen to 6.2 percent. As the Administration completes the
mid-gession review of the economic outlook, it is not unlikely
that the present official forecast of a 6.5 percent unemployment

rate for the fourth quarter of 1987 will be revised down.

The oOutlook for Inflation

During the first four years of the current expansion, the
rate of inflation remained at or below 4 percent, a remarkable
record in light of the experience of the 1960s and 1970s. 1In
recent months, however, the rate of inflation as measured by the
consumer price index (CPI) has jumped, and concerns have been
expressed that a resurgence of inflation is likely. The recent
150 basis point increase in long-term interest rates -- which
have since fallen back by roughly 60 basis points -- reflects
this concern. Any assessment of the inflation outlook must take
into account the stance of monetary policy, as well as the recent
rebound in energy prices, the increase in relative import prices
resulting from the depreciation of the dollar, and movements in
wage rates and profit margins that play critical roles in

determining the underlying inflation rate.
By historical standards, the double-digit rates of Ml growth

recorded in 1985 and 1986 were quite rapid. The medium run
inflationary implications of such rapid money growth remain

—uncertain. Rates of monetary expansion that praviously would

have implied a resurgence of inflation appear to have been

necessary in recent years to satisfy an increase in the demand
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— - -—for monay balances relative to income. Although the nature of
the change in money demand is not fully understood at this tiwme,
no plausible assessment of the shift in money demand would imply
a permanent need for such rapid money growth.

Since the end of 1986, the Federal Reserve has slowed the
growth of monetary aggregates, especially M2, Specifically,
while M2 grew 8.9 percent between the fourth quarter of 1985 and
the fourth guarter of 1986, it grew at only a 4.3 percent annual
rate between the fourth gquarter of 1986 and May 1987. Ml
increased 15.3 percent between the fourth quarter of 1985 and the
fourth quarter of 1986, and rose at a 10.7 percent annual rate
between the fourth quarter of 1986 and May 1987. 8ince January,
the slowdown in money growth has been more prgnounced, with M1
increasing at a 6.3 percent annual rate through May, and M2 at
only a 1.9 percent rate. The tightening of monetary policy is
also apparent in the behavior of the federal funds rate. In May
1987, the funds rate averaged 6.9 percent, a full percentage
point above its level in the fall of 1986.

The tightening of monetary policy in 1987 is consistent with
the generally recognized need to reduce money growth below the
very rapid rates recorded in 1985 and 1986. I would like to take
this opportunity to emphasize, however, that such a dramatic
slowdown of money growth, if continued for several more quarters,

could place the continuation of reasonable growth of real output

and employment at risk.

Although the CPI rose at 5.6 percent annual rate during the

first five months of 1987, well above the 1.1 percent annual rate
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recorded in 1986, most of this increase in the measured inflation

rate is not properly attributable to monetary policy. The sharp
decline in ensrgy prices .afly in 1986 and the subsequent rebound
late in the year and in 1987 account for most of this difference
in inflation rates. Exclﬁdinq ehergy, the CPI rose at a 3.8
percent annual rate in 1986 and at a 4.8 percent annual rate for
the first five months of 1987. Within several months, the impact
of the rebound in energy prices should be passed through to the
CPI. Barring further disturbances in the world oil market, this
temporary cause of a higher measured inflation rate should be
eliminated.

Higher prices of imported products associated with the
decline in the foreign exchange value of the dollar have likely
also contributed to the recent uptick in the measured inflation
rate. Specifically, the Bureau of Labor Statistics index of
non~-fuel import prices was rising at a 10.2 percent annual rate
during the first three months of 1987. The impact of the weaker
dollar and higher import prices on the U.S. inflation rate,
however, will probably continus to be relatively modest.
Available empirical research suggests that a 10 percent
depreciation of the dollar results in only about a 6 to 7 percent
increase in import prices after a lag of up to two years, and
imports have a relatively small weight in the CPI. Moreover,
foreign profit margins widened considerably during the period of
recent dollar appreciation, and the ultimate pasa-through to the

CPI of the dollar's recent depreciation may be less than expected

from historical relationships.
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Based upon the above considerations, it is my view that

concerns that the U.S. econory is locked in to a resurgence of
inflation above that recorded during the first three years of the
current expansion are exaggerated. The recent uptick in
inflation, above the 4 percent range, is largely due to
temporary, supply-side disturbances. A sustained increase in the
inflation rate is likely only if the inflationary process begins
to affect domestic costs, wage rates and profit margins. Under
an appropriate monetary policy, this should not happen provided
that workers and firms continue to recognize the nature of the

international competitive situation.

The Tasks Ahead for Policy

To review, the economy continues to perform reasonably well,
and prospects are good for an acceleration of economic growth in
1987 and into 1988. Employment growth has been strong and the
unemployment rate continues to decline. The deterioration of our
trade balance has abated, and a surge in export volumes is
contributing to growth. Production costs are well contained, and
improved competitiveness is boosting corporate profits and sales
and should result in an increase in investment. Tax reform
should contribute to growth in 1988. Although inflation has
picked up somewhat this year, most of this rise reflects one-time
increases in the price level due to rising energy and import

prices. The underlying inflation rate does not appear to have

increased significantly.
These developments are indeed encouraging. However, three
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challenges must be met if the U.8. economy is to continue to

enjoy sustained growth with low Inflation and a shrinking trade
deticit.

First, the Federal budget deficit must be reduced and it
should, and likely will only, be ro&ncod by restraining the
growth of Federal spending. A general tax increase that abandons
tax reform is not the solution to the budget dilemma. A tax
increase would hamper growth and inhibit improvements in
productivity. Furthermore, a general tax increase does not
eliminate the source of the budget deficit: growth in government
spending that far outpaces the growth of the economy in a period
of economic expansion. A substantial reduction in the Federal
budget deficit will be achieved in 1987 as result of economic
growth and a reduction in real Federal outlays. We can and must
make similar progress in reducing the Federal budget deficit in
1988 and in later years.

Continued reductions in the Federal budget deficit will make
an important contribution to reducing our trade deficit. our
deficit on goods and services trade reflects the fact that, as a
nation, we are spending more than we are producing and importing
the difference. A substantial portion of this excess of
expenditure over income has resulted from large budget deficits
in the third and fourth years of an economic expansion. Reducing
our external deficit will require that we bring national

expenditure in line with national incone.

T Implementing a growth=orientedreduction—of-—external

imbalances also requires that surplus countries shift to
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internally-led growth as the United States adjusts. Progess has
" bsen mads on this scors, as-evidenced by the supplementary budget
measures recently announced by the Japanese government. Stronger
domestic demand growth abroad will undoubtedly broaden the market
for U.S. exports, but the primary purpose of such policies is not
to benefit U.8. exporters, it is to sustain world growth. It is
the surplus countries that will suffer from slow growth and
rising unemployment if domestic demand abroad fails to
strengthen. No matter what these countries do, we need to get on
with the business of cutting the United States Federal budget
deticit.

Second, protectionism must be resisted. Our trade deficit is
not primarily a product of narrow commercial policy actions taken
against the United States. While it is important that we
continue to strive to open foreign markets for U.S. exports,
significant reductions in our trade deficits depend largely on
the macroeconomic policies followed by the United States and our
trading partners.

our international cost competitiveness declined during the
first half of the 19808 bhecause of the appreciation of the
dollar. This appreciation has now been substantially reversed,
and the relative cost competitiveness of U.S. producers has been
largely restored. For example, in 1986, unit labor costs in
manufacturing rose an average 27 percent in our industrial
trading partners when measured in dollar terms. Unit labor costs
in Japan rose an astounding 42.6 percent in dollar terms. By

contrast, unit labor costs in the United States actually



declined.
As a result of this significant improvement in U.S8. cost

competitiveness, trade-sensitive industries of our trading

partners now face a period of adjustment. This adjustment will

e —

undoubtedly increase protectionist pressures abroad. It would
indeed be tragic if we encourage protectionism abroad just as the
United States is set to enjoy a period of export-led growth.

The third challenge is to put in place policies that will

contribute to a rising standard of living while improving our

international competitiveness. This is the objective of the

President's competitiveness bill, and it should be the aim of any
trade legislation that is passed by Congress. The key to
increasing our standard of living is increasing productivity.
Increased productivity means that more goods are being produced
and consumed by American workers. Increased productivity means
that American workers can earn high wages and still produce goods
at lower costs than low wage, low productivity countries. 1In the
long run, our growth depends on eliminating burdensome
regulations that stifle innovation and the efficient use of our
national resources:. Instead of adopting a defeatist,
érotectionilt response to our trade deficit, we should focus our
energies on this posipivc approach to enhancing our international

competitiveness and raising our standard of living.

-
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Senator SARBANES. Thank you very much, Mr. Sprinkel. I think
we will take 10-minute rounds.

Mr. Sprinkel, I want to put a hypothetical question to you first,
as they do in these multiple choice questions in the various profes-
sional school aptitude tests.

If you were confronted with the following four scenarios of how
the economy was functioning, which would you prefer?

n 11 percent unemployment rate, zero inflation; 9 percent un-
employment, 2 percent inflation; 6.5 percent unemployment and 4.5
percent inflation; and 3 percent unemployment and 8 percent infla-
tion.

Would you have a preference among those or would you grant
them all equal status with respect to the economy?

Mr. SprINKEL. I would say none of the above, and the rea-

sons——
Senator SARBANES. I understand that, but I just want you to pick

one.
Mr. SprRINKEL. May I explain why I don’t like the choices? It
builds into the choices the so-called Phillips curve which, in my
opinion, is not verified in the data. Most of the good work indicates
to me that you can get the unemployment rate down while holding
the inflation rate down. That is our objective. We haven’t perfectly
achieved it, but we are moving there and I want to keep moving.
I'm not happy with 6.2 percent unemployment, which is what we -
have today, nor am I happy with an inflation rate that is at least
temporarily above 4 percent.

So I think we can make progress on both and we have made
grogress on the two in combination and I think we can continue to

0 S0.

Senator SARBANES. Without necessarily disagreeing with that, I
would still ask which amongst these four scenarios, for how an
economy would be functioning, do you think would represent the
healthiest situation?

Mr. SprINKEL. None of them. They are all unhealthy; 11 percent
unemployment-—no one would choose that.

Senator SARBANES. Would you rather have the current situation
than a situation in which we had 11 percent unemployment but no
inflation?

_ Mr. SpriINKEL. Yes, sir, because I think we have a good shot at
pulling that inflation number on down and furthermore making
additional progress on the unemployment.

Senator SARBANES. And the current situation is about 6.5 unem-
ployment and about 4.5 percent inflation, isn’t it?

Mr. SPRINKEL. 6.2 percent, as I measure it, but you could pick 6.3,
that’s right.

Senator SARBANES. So that scenario is roughly the current situa-
tion. You would rather have that than 11 percent unemployment?

Mr. SpRINKEL. Yes, sir.

Senator SARBANES. And you would rather have it than 3 percent
unemployment and 8 percent inflation, wouldn't you?

Mr. SprINKEL. Well, that’s a little tougher. I would prefer to have
3 percent unemployment and 3 percent inflation or less, but I
doubt we can get down to 3 percent in the present environment,
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but I think we can get another percentage point or so below where

we are now.
Senator SARBANES. I don’t really differ with where you want to

go. I only want to try to spear this use of the so-called misery index
right at the outset because it equates 1 point on the unemployment
rate with 1 point on the inflation rate and that equation just
doesn’t work. It all depends on what the combination is.

For example, I can give you 11 points on the misery index and do

it with 11 percent unemployment and zero inflation, or I can give
you 11 points on the misery index with 6.5 percent unemployment
and 4.5 percent inflation, and I dare say I don’'t know that you
would find anyone around who would prefer 11 percent unemploy-
ment, which would be the worst downturn since the Great Depres-
sion.
So I just want to make the point that this so-called misery index
is really sort of a bogus indicator. I think we need tc look at the
unemployment rate and we need to look at the inflation rate and
we need to look at other measurements as well in judging the
health of the economy. There is no basis in the analysis for :mply
adding them together. It ends up giving us some totally unaccept-
able conclusions, if we make this simplistic addition and then form
comparisons on that basis.

Let me ask you, in your przpared statement, you make reference
to real net export deficit, and I wondered if you could just define
that for us?

Mr. SprINKEL. Yes, sir. It's an attempt to measure physical
changes in physical volumes of net exports using the appropriate
indices as reported in the GNP report that comes out each quarter,
and we try to look then at the annual rate of change and then to
convert that annual rate of change to the contribution—in this
case positive contribution, but greviously negative contribution—
that it makes to real GNP growth.

And if you look at changes in J)hxsical volume, both on the
export and the import side, you find that it's added about 1.6 per-
cent annual rate to GNP growth over the past two quarters and
Yrior to téhat time, for maybe 3 years, it was dragging growth about

percent.

Senator SARBANES. Now what we owe abroad—in other words,
the accumulated debt held overseas, is based on the nominal figure,
isn’t it? That would be your next paragraph, is that correct?

Mr. SpRINKEL. Yes, sir, but——
Senator SARBANES. In other words, under your analysis, we could

have an improvement in the real net export deficit and still have a
deterioration in the dollar terms?

Mr. SPRINKEL. Yes, sir.

Senator SARBANES. That didn’t happen. We had a little bit of a
shrinkage, but you're using one analysis that shows an improve-
ment a;xd yet the other one could show a continued deficit, is that
correct

Mr. SprINKEL. You not only could show continued deficit, but it
could show and did show for a while a deterioration in the deficit,
and that's primarily due to the so-called “J” curve effect which
raises the price of imported products and keeps imports up even
though—dollar numbers up—the real dollar has been declining.
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Senator SARBANES. Last week the Department of Commerce re-
leased figures showing that U.S. foreign debt rose from $112 billion
at the end of 1985 to §264 billion at the end of last year.

Since 1981, the United States has gone from being the world’s
lariest creditor nation to being the world’s largest debtor nation,
with an unprecedented $400 billion decline in our net foreign in-
vestment position.

Now even if our trade deficit situation improves—and I'm talk-

ing now in nominal terms, in dollar terms—the debt position will
continue to worsen until we get the trade deficit back to a positive
figure. Is that not correct?
- Mr. SPRINKEL. Yes, sir, that's correct, although it's not quite cor-
rect to say it's a debt. Part of it is a debt. Part of it is also equity.
That is, during this period when we're spending more than we are
producing, there’s only one way a nation can do that—it's quite
analogous to an indivi ual-—-{ou can spend more than you earn and
produce provided you are willing to liquidate assets and/or borrow,
and as a nation, we have done some of each.

So thaet;gart of it is debt, part of it is equity, and, of course, divi-
dends need to be paid when earned, but if not earned they don't
have to be paid, whereas interest has to be paid. C

There is a significant difference, however, even over and about
that comment, between our so-called debt—it’s actually our net def-
icit in foreign ownership versus our own ownership of their
assets—and that is, those assets and liabilities are denominated in
dollars, not in foreign currencg-, as is true of many of the debtor
countries that do have great difficulties.

Finally, I would add that our net deficit position, although goin
in the wrong direction—and I agree with you on that point—is stil
quite small either in relation to our income as a nation or in rela-
tion to our assets. About 6 percent of total national income is rep-
resented by that deficit position and something near 2 percent of
our asset position is indicated by that net deficit position.

So I am not disagreeing with you that we have to show a posi-
tive—I agree with you that we must show a positive trade account
in order to reduce that net deficit position.

Senator SARBANES. Well, iny time is up. I will come back in a
second round. Just let me put one final question to you.

In discussing how to address the budget deficit, you said “a gen-
eral tax increase” was not appropriate. What is the definition of a
general tax increase or a general tax increase as compared with
what other kind of tax increase?

Mr. SpriINKEL. Well, I don’t want to imply that a nongeneral tax
increase is agreeable, but what I had in mind was that reversing
the sharp cuts in marginal tax rates would be highly inappropri-
ate. As you know, we at CEA spent a lot of effort over the past
year attempting to estimate the impact on economic growth, not
only of the President’s proposal but several subsequent versions, in-
cluding the one at the end, the one the House and the Senate
ag'reedg and the President signed the bill, and we believe that the
net effect of reducing those marginal tax rates, both on individuals
and corporations, is a strong positive for economic growth, that
something on the order of 2 percent real growth will occur that
otherwise would not have occurred.
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Therefore, all I'm arguing in that sentfnce is let’s not kill the
goose that's going to lay the golden egg, let's keep those marginal
tax rates down and continue as we are do'l:\S this year—that is, re-
stra‘i?}i‘ng government spending growth while promoting economic
growth.

Senator SARBANES. I take it the use of the word “general” was
not inadvertent?

Mr. SprINKEL. That was on purpose, but as I indicated, I don’t
want to imply that any other kind of a tax increase other than
raising marginal rates is desirable, and the President has been
quite specific of late that he is against all tax increases.

Senator SARBANES. Conﬁessman WK:llie.

Representative WyLIE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I think I agree with Chairman Sarbanes on the worth of the
misery index in polic ing. The misery index was concocted
during the presidential campaign of 1976 to show the combined ill
effects of unemployment and inflation and, if I recall correctly,
continued reference to it eventually backfired on the Carter admin-
istration and his 1980 candidacy for President. I used the misery
index todag' to help make the point that Americans are far better
off today than they were in 1980.

Now it may be that we want to give more weight to the unem-
g‘l}?yment figure than we do to the inflation figure. I don’t know.

e misery index may not be good economics, but it looks like food
for political economic thinking. I think the unemployment rate and
the rate of inflation are clearlgeimportant factors that need to be
taken into account and could be useful guides in determining the
state of our economy at the present time.

Senator SARBANES. Well, I'm just trying to get good economic
thinking and good political thinking in harmony together.

Representative WyLIE. If we could do that, we would certainly all
be happy. I would add that I'm not suggesting that there are trade-
offs, as the Phillips curve suggests—and that’s the point you were
making—but on the other hand, we do need to have some indica-
tion like that as to the state of the economlv.

Mr. Sprinkel, the value of the U.S. dollar has changed tremen-
dously in the 1980’s. A few years ago, many analysts thought it was
too high and now many think it's too low. It seems to me that high
or low is in the eye of the beholder.

In your opinion, what is the “appropriate” value of the dollar? Is
there a consensus on the desired level for the dollar? And I know
that you're not likely to answer that question.

Mr. SprINKEL. Yes, sir, you're correct. There are two people in
the President’s administration authorized to answer that question.
One is the President. The other is the Secretary of Treasury and I
am neither.

Representative WyLIE. I asked that %uestion of the Secretary of
the Treasury and he said he wasn't authorized to answer that ques-
tion.

Mr. SprINKEL. Well, he’s authorized, but I have urged him not to
exercise that option too often. The reason being that any kind of
statement made by a senior government official, unfortunately,
sometimes adversely or otherwise impacts the markets. And we
don’t think it’s appropriate for us to cause those kinds of problems.
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Representative WyYLIE. I understood and I was laying the ground-
work for the next question.

Can we expect or could we possibly have an inflation from a fur-
ther substantial depreciation of the relative exchange rate of the
dollar that could not be curbed by the traditional anti-inflationary
tools of monetary and fiscal policy?

Mr. SpRINKEL. I doubt that. It seems to me the proper way, at
least in my mind, look at the inflation result from a currency de-
preciation is sort of a one-shot effect that gradually comes back to
no effect; that is, if you increase the cost of imported goods and

art of that goes into our general price level, while that adjustment
is occurring, it will show up as a higher inflation rate. Now eventu-
ally, unless you expect the dollar to continue to go on down in our
case, once it levels out, as it has of late, you would expect that it
would not further increase the inflation rate so that the inflation
rate would come back to where it was before.

Whereas, the general monetary stance of the Nation I think
almost all economists would argue that it has something to do with
not the supgly-side effect that I'm mentioning, either exchange
rates or oil, but it has something to do with the overall level of in-
flation, although there is some disagreement as to how much effect
it ma¥ have.

So I think that if we were to have, as we are now seeing, a rise
in the inflation rate partly induced by the weak dollar, we antici-
pate that that will phase out and it certainly can be prevented in
the future with the proper monetary policy.

Representative WyLie. Thank you. In your prepared statement,
you state that under an appropriate monetary policé this should
not happen—that the inflationary process begins to affect domestic
costs, wage rates, and groﬁt margins. This should not happen pro-
vided that workers and firms continue to recognize the nature of
the international competitive situation. I think you were trying to
make a point there and I wonder if you would expand on that.

Mr. SpRINKEL. Well, one of the important points that was made
in that particular sentence was that clearly the significant im-

rovement in productivity and the significant improvement in unit
abor costs in the United States—and those measures relate to
manufacturing industries—came about to a considerable extent as
a result of very tough competitive environment especially for ex-
rts and for imports that are competing with our own producers.
at is, they have succeeded in improving the wa{ we do business
by improving productivity. They have done it at relatively small in-
creases in nominal wage increase costs and that in this kind of an
environment, if we suddenly no longer have a competitive problem,
you couldn’t count on that as keeping productivity up and wage
rates down. Especially you couldn’t count on it if you began to get
an inflation that’s induced by excessive money growth.

What I was hoping to say was that we don't want an inflation
induced by excessive money growth and that means less growth
probably then we've had over the past 2 years.

Representative WYLIE. You mentioned the President’s competi-
tive package and we did pass the trade bill in the House. I'm not
sure where it is over in the Senate. I guess they are continuing
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their work on it. Are we winning the competitiveness challenge
now facing us?

Mr. SprINKEL. I think so, and the real risk is that just as we're
winnir{‘% we will end up losing by moving down the protectionist
road. We are winning in several ways. We are winning by more
Eroductivity improvement than we have seen here in a long time,

ut also more than we are seeing abroad. We are winning by cost
constraints—that is, dollar unit labor costs have been actually de-
clining, not rising; and, of course, we are winning on this front as a
resu{g é)sf the weaker dollar which has been underway since Febru-
a .
if you look at the three forces combined, it's very clear that
our manufacturing industries now have the capacity to win the
competitiveness battle. Is it going to happen in all industries and
companies overnight? Certainly not. It took a couple of years or so
to get into serious weakness on their ability to compete abroad, and
even though the numbers show great improvement, it takes a
while for it to show up in company profits, company exports. But I
am getting more and more good examples around the country that
it is beginning to show up on the books of American producers and
therefore I am quite optimistic that we are winning. And {ust as we
are ready to pick up the marbles in this game, I would be dis-

rocal action abroad and we would all lose.

Representative WyLIE. That’s encouraging news certainly. And
this is an oversimplification, but the real solution to the groblem of
the trade balance is to increase our exports—that's w
saying—and not to limit imports, and that’s the message that came
through loud and clear and ee with you.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Senator SARBANES. Congressman McMillan.

Representative McCMILLAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I don’t want to dwell too much on the misery index. I think it's a
little misleading myself. But compared to 1980, I think the signifi-
cant thing—and this is what you basically said—is we've made im-
provement in the unemployment rate; we have created somewhat
in the neighborhood of 13 million jobs in that time interval, one of
the highest rates of new job creation on record if I'm not mistaken;
and we have brought the inflation rate down from double digit
levels to certainly the one percentage you pointed out late last year
was energy-related and probably the real rate is somewhere in the
3 percent moderately plus, which in historical terms is—I don’t
want to sagoacceptab e, but is a marginally good level in the rate of
inflation. So I think the general trend is good and, hopefully, we
can continue it.

You indicated you thought that a real growth rate in GNP in the
latter 1987-88 period was in prospect on an order of 3 percent and
there are some comments that indicate that people find something
less than 3 percent not very exciting.

Could you briefly put that 3 percent in some kind of perspective
in either historical terms in our own experience or in relation to
other nations around the world that- we sometimes- perceive as en-

joying an above-average growth rate?

79-716 0 - 88 - 2

traufht if our policies became 8o protectionist that it induced recip-

at you're .
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Mr. SpRINKEL. Well, the 3 percent rate of growth is very close to
the very long-term average rate of growth of the U.S. economy. We
sort of use that as a base mark.

When you are moving from periods of excessive unemployment,
as we have been in recent years, down toward whatever full em-
ployment may be, clearly the economy can grow somewhat more
rapidly than that 3 percent base line, and it's our expectation that
in the é)eriod immediately ahead we have a very good chance of
doing that, primarily because the major drag on growth—that is, a
worsening trade balance—is going to be a positive and we are going
to see some moderate improvement in both consumption and in-
vestment outlays.

Now if you look abroad, with very few exceptions, almost all na-
tions would be delighted if they could grow rcent. I think we
are going to beat that in the United States. The U.K. is probably
doing a little better than that presently. The Japanese, maybe. But
everyone else is down around 2 percent or less.

Consequently, anything above 3 percent ranks very well com-
pared to immediate prospects in most of the developed world. We
can probably do a little better than 3 percent without running
risks of sharp acceleration in inflation, and I think we will.

Part of our difficulty in being too precise about these numbers is
that despite the best efforts of Commerce Department employees
and others to measure groductivity improvement, we are probably
not doinﬁ a very good job. »

I think we are doing the best job on manufacturing, those num-
bers that I cited in my testimony, because it's easier to count. And
that's where most of the exports occur. But when you back up into
the service sector of the economy, which is a very important part of
the total, it's extremely difficult to decide whether it's productivity
iinprovement or a price increase and we show very slow productivi-
ty improvement, almost nonexistent, in many of the service indus-
tries. And if we had a proper handle on that, my guess is that our
base would be somewhat higher than the 3 percent I referred to
and that maybe we ought to be growing at 3.5 percent on average
if we had a groper way and a better way of measuring service pro-
ductivit'v and growth.

I don’t have any recommendations as to how to do it. It's a very
difficult intellectual exercise and there’s still a lot of work being
done trying to improve it.

One industry that I know something about, banking and finance,
I believe I'm correct that it shows zero improvement in productivi-
trl in that industry over the last decade and so, and I know bettter
than that. All of the things that have haYpened to improve the
services available to the American public clearly represents a sig-
nificant improvement in productivity and yet it doesn’t show up in
the GNP growth numbers.

So I wish we had better numbers and I know we're trying to get
them, but I'm not too confident we have them yet.

Representative MCMILLAN. That's an interesting question that’s
arisen in our monthly review with the Labor Department and we
sort of jokingly ask the «}uestion, how do you measure the produc-
tivity of liability losses? I mean it's extremely difficult. I wish we

did have an answer.

&
.
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Getting back to the relationship of growth of GNP and the past
recent histoosy and prospects for the future, over that same roughly
4-year period in which I think it would be accurate to say we have
enjoyed a real growth rate of some 4 percent over the past 48
months——

Mr. SprINKEL. That’s correct.

Representative McCMILLAN. And the trade deficit durini that
period of time went from insignificant levels up to the $160 billion
plus, so at the same time that we've been able to bring inflation
down, reduce the unemployment rate, maintain a growth rate on
an order of 4 percent, we have absorbed the effects of a net trade
deficit of $160 billion plus a year, which is equivalent to 4 percent
of GNP. Is that not correct?

Mr. SPRINKEL. Yes, sir, that’s correct.

Representative McCMILLAN. Could you translate that in terms of
the growth in the economy and job creation that it's taken to over-
come that difficulty, which I think is a measure of positive
strength in the economy even if we dislike the trade deficit?

Mr. SprINKEL. It's hard to translate in a useful way. If I had
more time perhaps I could. In the manufacturing area, we haven’t
actually had a decline in manufacturing output. As a percentage of
GNP, it's held fairly stable, but we've had a very significant de-
cline in the employment in those industries and, of course, it's been
more than made up by significant increases in jobs in the nonman-
ufacturing area such that, as you indicated, we've had about 13.6
million new jobs net, counting the ones that were lost in the manu-
facturing area due to weakness in our trade accounts. And now it's
Eging the other way. We're going to be gaining jobs as we have

n of late in the manufacturing sectors as our net export situa-
tion improves.

Representative MCMILLAN. One final question again relating to
GNP growth and relating it back to the dilemma that the Congress
finds itself in and that i1s wrestling with the issue of spending re-
straint; and hopefully tax rate increase restraint as well in terms
of coping with the budget deficit.

The 3 percent real growth rate that you've indicated is a possibil-
ity would, in your judgment, generate how much additional reve-
nue without any modifications of the current tax structure on an
annual basis?

Mr. SprRINKEL. Well, you have to look at both the real and the
nominal—that is, the inflation plus the real—to get a feel as to
how much revenues would increase. And if we got a nominal in-
crease of 7 or 8 percent in GNP, off the top of my hat, I would
expect something on the order of $40 to $50 billion. But I would be
%l:d to check that number to give you a more precise number.

easury makes those official estimates and they certainly aren’t
made off the top of my head, but I'll try to give you a response.

Could I add one footnote relative to the misery index? It's not my
favorite index either, but it was concocted by one of my favorite
friends, Arthur Okun, who was Chairman of the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers in a Democratic administration. So I don’t want to
_ put that index down too hard. It does have a useful role, even

though it isn’t a perfect index.
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Representative McCMILLAN. I was going to make one final remark
to the revenue projections with no tax increase. I think it's an ex-
tremely critical figure in terms of the actions that Congress is ex-
pected to take because it tells us what we could expect reasonably
given a certain base growth economic assumption within the exist-
ing revenue mix in terms of possible deficit reductions through
growth in the economy. That’s an extremely critical number for us
to come up with. I know those assumptions are generally made, but
I would be interested if you would have at some point some further
comment on that.

Mr. SPrINKEL. Yes, sir. I'll send you some information on it.

Representative McMiLLAN. Thank you.

Senator SARBANES. I'm going to have to go vote, but before I turn
it over to Congressman Solarz, I want to put one other question to
you, Mr. Sprinkel.

Having battered around the misery index a little bit here this
morning, I want to batter around another use of terminology.

Let me put this question to you first by way of preface. Would
you rather be strong or weak?

Mr. SPRINKEL. Strong in what characteristic?

Senator SARBANES. Obviously, you would rather be strong. I don’t
know of anyone who is going to opt for being weak.

Is the dollar value that we have now, which is much, much
‘“weaker” than the dollar value we had 2 or 3 years ago, a better
dollar for us in terms of our economic purposes? .

Mr. SprINKEL. I would have to say, net balance, yes; but there
are some offsetting factors, as I'm sure you are well aware.

One of the major overriding problems we've had recently in the
last 2 or 3 years, which had been I think largely responsible for the
pressures toward protectionism which I consider an unmitigated
evil, has been the strong dollar. Therefore, as we pull the dollar
down or the market pulls it down, it significantly improves our
competitiveness, thereby improving our trade balance and, I hope,
thereby reducing protectionist pressures in the United States.

However, let me add, as I'm sure you are also well aware, that as
our dollar comes down, it means that we have to pay more for im-
ported goods, that it is a limiting factor on U.S. standard of living
from the standpoint of our ability to acquire goods and services

from aboard and, of course, that’s a negative.

" Senator SARBANES. But it was an overvalued dollar, wasn’t it,
under any reasonable analysis of the underlying economic factors?

Mr. SprINKEL. When you look back and you can say in hindsight
it was certainly overvalued with respect to our ability to get our
growing trade deficit under control.

Senator SARBANES. Wouldn’t it make more sense when we dis-
cuss this issue to talk about overvalued or undervalued or appro-
priately valued rather than strong and weak?

Mr. SPRINKEL. I don’t know how to do that.

Senator SARBANES. Why, then, did Secretary Baker set out to
gn{le u; a weak dollar if he could do it? Why didn’t he keep a strong

ollar

Mr. SprINKEL. I believe that the dollar peaked out in February
1985 and dropped quite substantially and consistently up to and
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subsequent to the meeting where the statement was made by fi-
nance ministers which I believe was September.

Senator SARBANES. Was that a good or bad development?

Mr. SprINKEL. The decline in the dollar?

Senator SARBANES. Yes, at that point.
Mr. SprINKEL. I just mentioned earlier that, net balance, consid-

ering the pluses and the minuses, I consider it highly desirable
that forces are——

Senator SARBANES. So you thought it was highly desirable to get
a weaker dollar at that time at least?

Mr. SPRINKEL. And in that set of circumstances.

Senator SARBANES. Well, that makes my point. I just think we
ought to stop using these words “strong” and ‘‘weak” with respect
to the dollar. Obviously, because of our general usage of those
terms, “strong” and “weak’ carry a certain presumption or impres-
sion. We should talk about the dollar in different terms so that we
can actually analyze what the situation is.

Mr. SprINKEL. But it's very difficult, sir, to make an honest state-
ment about overvalued and undervalued. You have an enormous
market out there. Each and every day, well over a $100 billion a
day goes through that market and clears—maybe $160 or $170 bil-
lion is the latest estimate I've seen—and to say that I know better
than that market knows whether the dollar is overvalued or under-
valued requires a certain amount of knowledge and arrogance that

~-I am unwilling-to-indicate that I have. If I had it, I would. But

many people feel very confident in saying it's over and under. I
don't. I feel it’s strong or weak.

Senator SARBANES. Well, all right, but it might get you out of a
situation of having endorsed getting a weaker dollar, which you
just did this morning. I mean, you don’t like to be in that position
either, do you? You don’t like to move to weakness obviously.

Mr. SpRINKEL. We're talking about a particular date, September
1985, not June 1987,

Senator SARBANES. Congressman Solarz.

Representative SoLarz. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Sprinkel, it’s good to see you again, sir.

Mr. SPRINKEL. Thank you.

Representative SoLARz. Could you please explain for me the rela-
tionship between the budget deficit and the trade deficit and how
both together impact on the prospects for economic growth?

Mr. SPrINKEL. Yes, sir. Our economy, of course, generates both
savings and investment both in the private sector and in the public
sector, and in modern times we have, in essence, generated more
investments of various kinds than we have savings.

Consumers have saved a little bit but not much, especially of
late. We tend to be a high consumption nation for reasons that per-
haps most of us don't fully understand. We know that on the busi-
ness side of our economy they tend to generate more investments
than savings.

Then we have State governments who in more recent years have
been net savers. They have been running surpluses, not deficits.
That’s not true for every individual State but it's true in aggregate.
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For the Federal Government, we have for several years now, in
fact many, run some kind of a deficit, but for several we have run
veﬁv sizable deficits.

ow if you add together the savings and investment that are oc-
curring and have been occurring, we run into a savings deficit. We
are spending more than we are producing. The way we finance
that activity is to, in essence, acquire savings from abroad.

The Federal deficit is one of the important components of that
savings-investment balance. It's not the only one. It's one of at
least four broad categories. It’s not unusual to have a Federal defi-
cit—in fact, it's quite usual to have a Federal deficit in and around
recessions, during a recession, in the early phase of a recovery.

What is rather unusual is to continue into the fourth and into
the fifth year of an economic expansion with a very sizable Federal
deficit, and I have argued in the Economic Report, in speeches and
here this morning that it's highly desirable that we pull that defi-
cit down in a way that does not slow economic growth.

Representative SoLArRz. My question was, what is the impact of
the budget deficit on the trade deficit?

Mr. SprRINKEL. That's exactly the point. Maybe I didn’t make it
too clearly. If we are spending more than we are producing, this
means we are spending part of it on goods abroad which means we
are importing more than we are exporting. So that the larger the
getg savings deficit in the United States, the larger the net trade

eficit.

To the extent that the Federal budget deficit contributes to that
savings deficit—and it's a rather important contributor—the larger
the Federal deficit, other things being the same, the larger the

trade deficit.
Conversely, coming the other way, it's extremely important to

pull the fiscal deficit down.

Representative SorAarz. Well, how much of the trade deficit
woul gou attribute to the budget deficit?

Mr. SprINKEL. Well, I don’t like the dollar-for-dollar comparisons.
The numbers are not too different. But I don’t want to be placed in
the position of saying that all of our trade deficit is due exclusively
to the fiscal deficit, but the numbers are reasonably close. We're
talking about, depending on how you measure it, $140 or $150 bil- -
lion trade deficit this year, and we're going to have a fiscal year
this fiscal year of maybe $170 billion plus or minus a little. So the
numbers aren’t off very far with the fiscal deficit somewhat larger
than the trade deficit. But I don’t want to imply that that trade
deficit is exclusively due to the Federal deficit because it isn't. It's
the interface of all of the savings and investment decisions and one
of them is in the Federal budget.

Representative SoLARz. So if we somehow or other were able to
make dramatic progress in phasing out the budget deficit, how
much of a reduction would that bring about in the trade deficit?

Mr. SprINKEL. Well, I think it depends on how you do it. If you
do it in a way that severely limits economic growth, you’re going to
cut down savings elsewhere in the economy that would partly
offset the improvements you make on the Federal side.

One extreme case would be to say we’re going to do it overnight;
we're going to go from a $170 billion deficit to zero next year. No
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one is seriously proposing that, but that would be a good case
where almost certainly, if we tried it through spending restraint or
tax increase, you run a serious threat of inducing an economic re-
cession which would cause a lot of other damages. But short of
that, substantial tax increases that take funds away from the pri-
vate sector would tend to reduce savings flows and, therefore, 1
would like to see it happen in a way where we can have good sus-
tained growth in the private sector and generating additional reve-
nues and, at the same time, restraining growth in spending.

Representative SoLARz. What figure do you personally consider
to be the equivalent of full employment? What unemployment rate
is consistent with full employment?

Mr. SPRINKEL. Well, I'm not certain, and it depends a lot on what
the Congress does in several areas. But let me try.

No one believes, and I certainly do not believe, that we are at
full employment today. I think we can do better. We have continu-
ously done better but there’s room ahead. Even in our 5-year pro-
jections out we have been talking about at least pulling the unem-
ployment rate down somewhere in the 5 or 5.5 percent range for
3hebtlotal economy. So another percentage point ought to easily be

oable.

- There are a series of proposals here in the Congress, however,
which if passed, in my opinion, would raise that so-called full-em-
ployment rate—that is, the rate which could be achieved without
--inducing massive inflation—much higher, such as substantial in-
creases in the minimum wage, such as substantial mandated bene-
fits not showing up in the budget per se but showing up in the
budget of businesses. If we were to change those factors adversely,
we would severely depress and injure our job-creating machinery
that's had such a marvelous record and we would be joining the
model of these proposals—that is, Western Europe—where they
have not been creating jobs for well over a decade.

Representative SoLARz. I gather you don’'t care to name a per-
centage then, whether it’s 3 percent or 4 percent?

Mr. SPRINKEL. I said I think 5 is safe. When you come below that,
I feel less and less confident. We used to believe 4.

Respesentative SoLarz. Well, Japan has, as I understand it, 2 to
3 percent unemployment, roughly comparable inflation. If 2 to 3
percent unemployment in Japan is compatible with low inflation,
why shouldn't that be the case here?

Mr. SpRINKEL. Well, they have a different organization. I can cite
Western Europe as having approximately 10 percent, which is very
unfortunate. Japan has created new jobs, not nearly as rapidly
either absolutely or Fercentage wise as we have, but I am rather
doubtful that we could pull the unemployment rate that low with-
out substantial further moves to improve the flexibility of our
labor force, and I don’t see that happening.

Representative SoLARz. Well, perhaps you could submit an analy-
sis as to why the Japanese have been able to do it and why you
think we couldn't.

Mr. SprINKEL. I would be glad to take a look at that.

Representative SoLARz. There was an article a week or so ago in
the New York Times by Mr. Jim Hightower of Texas who said

B T T P
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something that struck me as rather remarkable if it's true. I'd like
to mention it here and ask you to comment.

He said that 15 years aio the richest 1 percent of American fami-
lies held 27 percent of the Nation’s wealth. Today, they are ap-
proaching and may soon surpass the 36 percent peak share at-
tained in 1929. Is that true?

Mr. SpRINKEL. I don’t know but I can check it. I assume it’s true.
Otherwise, I don’t think he would publish it.

Representative SoLArz. Well, I was down in Haiti a few months
ago and there, I was told, that 2 percent of the population con-
trolled 47 percent of the wealth, which if you look at Haiti, it's be-
lievable. It's probably the most inequitable and unequal income dis-
tribution in the world.

But I didn’t have the impression that we were approaching Haiti,
a country with this kind of gross disparity in income. I would have
thought you might be able to either confirm or refute this.

Mr. SprINKEL. I cannot, but I will check the data. As you are
well aware, throughout most-of the post-World War II period, re-
gardless of whether you had Democratic or Republican administra-
tions, there has been very little change in income distribution
throughout that period. I have read recently that there was a
sli,%t tilt of late, but I will check those numbers by Mr. Hightower.

‘Representative SoLarz. Well, I would appreciate it if you could.

Just one final question on this round. You Sﬁoke about the depre-
ciation of the dollar, but could you tell us why the dollar has re-
mained constant or has actually appreciated vis-a-vis the curren-
cies that account for roughly 50 percent of our trade deficit? The
dollar has depreciated vis-a-vis Japan, West Germany, Italy,
France, and the United Kingdom. But with respect to countries
that constitute about half of the trade deficit it hasn’t depreciated
and in a number of instances it has gone up.

How do you account for that?
Mr. SPRINKEL. Well, part of it—take the so-called newly industri-

alized countries—is caused by the fact that they overtly tie their
currency to the dollar and as the dollar moves they move with it.
Now there has been a little bit of change. I don't want to argue
that they haven’t moved a little. South Korea, for example, has
moved up a little. Taiwan has moved uF a little. But essentiall

they have tied their currency to the dollar and when it's a small

currency they can do that.
Whether it's desirable, we think it’s not so desirable in fact, that

they should be appreciating and reducing the trade balance.
Canada tends to be very closcly related to the U.S. dollar and it'’s
ggne up and down. In the Latin American countries which used to

a very important market for our products, the dollar has not de-
preciated vis-a-vis those countries in real terms either, and part of
that is related to the international debt problem there.

It's primarily with respect to Western Europe and Japan that
the dollar has deprecia signiﬁcant%.

Representative SOLARZ [presidinf]. e have another panel of wit-
nesses, but before we get to them I think the members may want a
second round. Chairman Sarbanes asked me to substitute for him

while he’s voting on the floor.
Congressman Wylie.




37 o

Representative WyLIE. Thank you. I just have one observation
and I won't take very much time on this. On the issue of the distri-
bution or redistribution of wealth, as a starting point to answer for
the record here, you might want to look at a 1986 Joint Economic
Committee publication entitled “Poverty, Income Distribution, the
Family and Public Policy,” which was prepared at our suggestion
by our staff of the minority members. It indicates that the observa-
tion which Mr. Hightower made in his op-ed article is just patently
untrue, that the distribution of wealth in the United States today
has improved as a matter of fact.

Pensions are a source of wealth which was unaccounted for in
the study to which Mr. Hightower refers. There is now $1.3 trillion
in pension funds, or about one-sixth of the total value of wealth.
That is a significant amount and when you add that into the over-
all total, there has been a considerable improvement-in wealth dis-
tribution among Americans over the past few years.

Thank you.

Representative SoLARz. Congressman McMillan.

Representative McMILLAN. Let me just go back a little bit, and
we may want to explore this further with the other witnesses, on
the issue of U.S.-foreign indebtedness. We speak about it as if it
were something to be avoided at all costs. Certainly excessive debt
is to be avoided if possible.

But isn’t the fact that U.S. borrowing has increased inevitably as
a result of a persistent trade deficit on the one hand, but on the
other hand because the United States is an attractive investment
economy for most of the nations of the world with excess capital
and in 1986 amounted to on a net basis to approximately $100 bil-
lion of incremental investment in this country over and above the
trade deficit itself which has to be financed. -

. I')’oes that also measure foreign equity investment in this coun-
ry’

Mr. SprINKEL. Yes, sir, it does.

Representative MCMILLAN. So it's a transfer of payment regard-
less of in what form?

Mr. SPRINKEL. Yes, sir.
Representative McMiLLAN. Probably the development of the

United States historically, if you go back, was dependent heavily

upon European capital over time. So it can be interpreted as a sign

of health as long as the basic economy in the United States is

healthy and it's trending in the right direction. 'I‘emporax;y in-

creases in foreign borrowing aren’'t necessarily bad. Now if this

Eersisted in a backsliding economy, it would perhaps be a different
ettle of fish.

Dges the increase in foreign debt in the past 24 months alarm
you
Mr. SprINKEL. It would if I thought it was going to get larger and
larger and larger. That is, if the trade deficit were not iinproving.

e fact is the trade deficit is improving, has been improving
now for many months, has good prospects of improving and, as
pointed out by Senator Sarbanes, as long as there’s any trade defi-
cit you will add some to the net indebtedness. But the net additions
will be smaller and smaller. It's indeed true, sir, that up until
World War I and through World War I, we were a net debtor vis-a-
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vis the rest of the world. I'm not sure that data were actually re-
leased then, but when we look back we can say that. And then
from World War I up until a couple of years ago, as measured, it
moved the other way. And now, use of the trade deficit, we
have moved toward net debtor position, although it's not all debt.
It's Kartly equity.

There 1s some problem with the numbers and therefore we can’t
be too confident about the level. I think we can be very confident
about the direction of change, that it's getting worse—at least it
was getting worse at an increasing rate and it will continue to rise
over the next few years until we get our trade deficit improved.

That money, incidentally, is coming here voluntarily. We can’t
get out there and lasso it. It comes in here on their decision, not
ours, and consequently it does reflect some confidence in the pros-

pects of the U.S. economy. It's not as if the trade account always

drives it. It can be the investment account that drives it. The num-
bers of dollars going through the exchanges are much more closely
related to the investment accounts presently than they are to the
trade accounts, like 10 to 1, something like that.

Representative McMILLAN. So it's not so much the fact that it
exists; it’s the character and makeup of it that really makes a dif-
ference. If we had an absolute zero trade balance and we still had
an incremental investment in this country of $100 billion a year,
which is currently what it is, over and above the trade deficit, if we
had no Federal budget deficit and that was flowing into the econo-
my it’s a very positive thing.

On the other hand, if we're running a domestic budget deficit
and the reason for that incremental borrowing is to finance the
U.S. budget defict—and certainly part of that $100 billion is that—
then that'’s the kind of problem we have to be concerned about it
seems to me.

Mr. SprINKEL. That, plus as we as a nation commit ourselves to
pay more abroad then they are paying us. Incidentally, it's still
coming our way, despite the fact it shows we're in net deficit, we
are still—the last numbers I saw—showed $27 billion more interest
and dividend payments coming to us than to them. But that will
change if this trend is not reversed.

And to the extent we start paying more abroad than they are
paying us, which hasn’t happened yet, that will limit our ability to
improve the standard of living of the U.S. citizens. So it's not an
irrelevant factor, but it's not all bad either for the reasons that you
have cited.

Representative McMILLAN. Thank you.

Representative SorLArRz. Mr. Sprinkel, you spoke about this re-
markable period of continuing economic growth we've had. I think
you said it was the longest sustained period of economic growth in
a very long period of time.

- When do you expect the next recession?
Mr. SPRINKEL. I was very interested in a statement made by Sen-

ator Sarbanes in his observations talking about the 6 months
ahead, and the reason it caught my attention is that economic fore-
casting tools, in my opinion, are reasonably good 6 to 9 months out.
After that, you may as well flip a coin. And I say this after having
been in this business most of my life. : i
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I see nothing presently—and that means for the next 6 months—
that’s going to bring on a recession. I do not believe that expan-
sions die of old age, as some do. I think they die of inappropriate
economic policies and we are doing our best to avoid them and I'm
sure the Congress is. But I don’t want to assure them that there
is}x:’t going to be some trouble next year because I can’t see that far
ahead.

Representative SoLARz. I assume you are not taking the position
that we have suspended the laws of economics?

Mr. SprRINKEL. No, sir.

Representative SoLARz. That we have invented the equivalent of

a perpetual motion machine?
Mr. SprRINKEL. No, sir. I just don’t want this recession on our

watch.

Representative SoLARz. But I assume you think at some point it
will happen?

Mr. SPRINKEL. Yes, sir.

Representative SoLARz. And finally, in this article by Mr. High-
tower, he also observes that nearly half of the new jobs created
from 1979 to 1985 pay less than a poverty level income, $180 a
week. Is there any truth to that?

Mr. SprINKEL. No, sir, there is not. That particular aspect I have
looked into very carefully and it turns out that during this period
of major increases in jobs over the last 4-plus years, 62 percent of
the new jobs created were in the highest paying professions; 12 per-
cent were in the low-paying jobs. And this job machine that we
have witnessed has not cnly increased total jobs in a substantial
way, but most of them are in the higher paying, not the lower
paying, categories.

rresentative SorLarz. Well, let me thank you very much on
behalf of Chairman Sarbanes.

Mr. SprINKEL. I appreciate your asking that question, sir.

Representative SoLARz. Let me thank you on behalf of Chairman
Sarbanes and the committee. We appreciate your willingness to be
with us today.

The committee will now hear from a panel of witnesses, Allen
Sinai, the chief economist for Shearson Lehman Bros; and Donald
Ratajczak, who is with the Economic Forecasting Center of Georgia
State University.

Mr. Sinai, your name seems to be listed here first. Why don’t you
proceed. Then we will hear from Mr. Ratajczak.

STATEMENT OF ALLEN SINAI, CHIEF ECONOMIST AND
MANAGING DIRECTOR, SHEARSON LEHMAN BROS,, INC.

Mr. SiNAlL Thank you very much.

At midyear 1987, the United States and world economies are con-
tinuing to expand, albeit in a hesitating manner and with growing
risks to sustained expansion. Indeed, the challenge to Washington,
Bonn, and Tokyo, in an increasingly intertwined and interrelated
global economy, is to devise and coordinate policies that can sus-
tain noninflationary growth through the end of the decade.

For our economy, economic growth is now being led by improved
foreign trade, a modest industrial sector recovery, an end to the de-
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clines in the beleaguered mining and agricultural sectors, and a re-
building of inventories. This is a healthy development, for just 1
year ago these areas were in recession or depression. Consumption
spending has been weak, especially for autos, but is holding up well
in services. Business ca‘fital :gending, except for computers and
office machinery, has declined sharply in reaction to the Tax
Reform Act of 1986. Housing activity, both starts and sales, is soft-
ening in response to higher mortgage rates, a pattern to be expect-
ed at this stage of the business expansion.

For the first half of this year, assuming a 1.3 percent increase in
real GNP during the second quarter, overall growth would average
about 8 percent. That's about the expectation of the Congressional
Budget Office, our own expectation coming into this year, at the
upper boundary of the central tendency of Federal Reserve expec-
%tsigns, and somewhat below the forecast of the administration for
As had been expected by most, a turn in real net exports and im-
proved production in the industrial sector have provided the
upward thrust to growth. Exports, orders, production, employment
and inventories all have been stronger. An expected approximately
$28 billion swir;g for real net exports and $47 billion rise of inven-
tﬁries over the first half account for all of the increase in real GNP
this year.

Inflation in the United States is considerably worse, however,
rising so far at about 4 percent to 6 percent annualized rates, re-
gardless of how measured. Precious metals, oil and commodity
prices all are substantially higher as well. Expectations of inflation
were generally 3 percent to 4 percent coming into the year.

The worst inflation so far {)rincipally represents the direct and
indirect effects of a lower dollar and higher oil and energy prices.
About a 25 percent decline in the dollar a%rainst a trade-weighted
average of foreign currencies since September 1985 is having nu-
merous effects on inflation. A rise in crude oil prices from $14 a
barrel last November to about $20 a barrel also has been a major
source of the higher inflation, although not unrelated to the de-
cline in the dollar.

The third source is good-sized increases in services prices which
are now a much bigger part of our econom}s;.

The higher inflation this year and a shift of funds away from
U.S. fixed income markets by foreign investors have caused signifi-
cant rises for longer term interest rates, which are up 1 percentage

int and more since the end of last year. With inflation now on a

igher plateau, so are long-term interest rates. Typically, once a
reacceleration of inflation begins, interest rates trend irregularly
higher. Short-term interest rates are about one-half percentage
point higher than at the end of the year, reflecting central bank
defense of a weak dollar and the higher inflation. Expectations
ﬁenerally had been that interest rates would not rise over the first

alf. In fact, the consensus had been for rather significant declines
in interest rates over the first half.

Sustained growth, a better balance in the components of expendi-
tures, improving foreign trade, a stronger industrial sector, and
good profits results represent the good news on the U.S. economy
this year. Continuing lerge and seemingly intractable Federal
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budget deficits, only a slow turn in the trade deficit, still downside
risks to the dollar, worsened inflation, and higher interest rates are
the negatives and the risks facing the economy.

The possibility that inflation could stay high and go higher and
the potential for increased interest rates has to us increased our
assessment on the risk of a recession in the next 6 to 15 months to
1 in 4 from an assessment on 1 in 10 at the beginning of the year.
We made this change about 3%2 months ago, from 1 to 10 to 1 to 4,
and we've had no change since. But whether the expansion lasts 6
more months «.. through the end of the decade, I think, depends
very muck on the policy choices of the major economic powers, no
longer just the United States but now also Japan and Germany, in
order to deal with some very substantial external and internal bal-
ances—the deficit and trade imbalances that face them. Policy co-
ordination between countries is more necessary now than ever to
keep worldwide expansion going.

ost troubling and risky is the continued lack of progress in
dealing with a budget impasse that threatens to leave the Federal
budget deficit by our estimates at levels of $180 billion to $200 bil-
lion over the next few years. These deficits, the result of the large
tax cuts of the 1980’s, slower than potential economic growth, and
large increases in government spending, if sustained, will leave the
United States with two few fiscal degrees of freedom if a recession
should arise. Still high trade and current account deficits, although
improving gradualg', also represent a risk, principally to the
dollar, inflation and interest rates; thus, also to the economy, al-
though not an immediate threat to an expansion which actually
looks more well entrenched now. The “twin deficits”—budget and
trade—and associated debt, higher inflation, and possibly higher in-
terest rates probably have started the clock ticking on the next re-
cession, most likely to occur in 1989 or 1990.

Let me very briefly deal with a couple of highlights of the econo-
my at midyear in the process and the questions asked by Chairman
Sarbanes in his letter. ;

I think the theme so far this year and for the next year in the
economy is reasonably good growth with better balance. The areas
of activity that previously were weakest are now stronger; those
categories of spending that previously were strongest are weaker.
In particular, net exports after adjustment for inflation have re-
sgonded to a lower- dollar, rising almost $30 billion between the
third quarter of 1986 and the first quarter of 1987, and we expect a
further improvement of about $28 billion over the remainder of the
year. Exports, in real terms, are up about $37 billion since mid-
1986, pretty much across-the-board, stimulating the U.S. industrial
sector to produce more, both for inventories and sales, as well as
increasing the flow of orders and firming up employment. Between
-mid-1984 and mid-1986, declines in real net exports subtracted:
about 1% percentage points a year in real growth from our econo-
my. The other beleaguered secturs, mining and agricultural, also
are past the worst. \5{; are not expanding much but they are not
declining any more. en you have manufacturing doing better
and sectors that previously were in a depression at least havin
come out of that, you remove a lot of drag on the U.S. economy an
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assure that the growth can continue, especially given the strong
services area of our economy.

For the rest of this year and next year, we would expect continu-
ing improvement in real net exports and an expansion in the in-
dustrial-sector to provide the major thrust to growth. Consumer
spending, which has been very weak, mainly in auto spending so
far, is likely to pick up but nowhere near the robust expansion of
1985 and the first part of 1986. Business capital spending is likely
to remain soft for much of this year, but next year pick up some as
the industrial sector continues to expand.

Overall, we exgect a 3.1 percent pace of growth for 1987, fourth
uarter to fourth quarter. That represents essentially no change
rom our forecast as we came into the year. And, 3 percent plus on

growth next year as well.

The sustained growth depends on continuing improvement in
trade, the industrial sector kee ing on in its expansion, and con-
sumer spending picking up. It also depends on no further major de-
cline in the dollar and on inflation staying in the 4 to 5 percent
range, and no rises in interest rates beyond a percentage point or
80. .

The big change so far this year, and reason for wondering about
how long the expansion will last over a longer time stream, has
been the sharply higher inflation and higher interest rates that
have risen. The weaker dollar, higher o1l and enetn;ggv prices, I
would say, a more weak dollar than had been ex d, and they
are related, and worse than expected inflation—all of these are re-
lated—have combined to send interest higher, particularly in order
to establish returns that are satisfactory to foreign investors.
Dollar weakness, higher inflation, and higher interest rates have
occurred almost simultaneously as the major sur;;)x;ise of this year.

The major inflation indices all have shown substantial rises so
far this year. We have not had-a classic demand-pull inflation. The
rises are due to the lower dollar, higher energy prices, and higher
services prices. The only demand-pull inflation that seems to be
ﬁresent is in services. Unit labor costs, especially in manufacturing,

ave been rising slowly or occasionally declining.

This much worse inflation so far this year is the key issue for
how the business expansion winds down the next 6 and 12, 18 and
24 months. The history of inflation once it has begun is that it is
not a spike-like event. It is not a one-shot affair, no matter what
the initial source, which passes and recedes in an economy that is
continuing to expand. Once initiated, higher inflation from any
source typically reverberates through the economy, impacting on
decisions and expectations of other prices of goods and services,
and into wages and eventually unit labor costs.

We certainly are not headed into a 197(’s-like inflation experi-
ence. World economies are too slack. Wage increases are too
modest. But more progrowth,- macroeconomic policies overseas,
more stress on higher growth here, and the already entrenched
start to inflation makes this particular area of performance in the
economy a very risky one for the future of the expansion.

I think no one would object to 3 percent inflation or think that is
harmful to the economy; 4 to 5 percent, for my own case, is too
high. But these days, 4 to 5 percent doesn’t seem to be disturbing
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too many policymakers. Certainly 5 percent or more most would
consider to be unacceptable. A

Another big change since the beginning of the year has been a
substantial improvement in the unemployment rate. Since last Sep-
tember, the unemployment rate is down 0.7 of a percentage point.
We are now running at 6.3 percent, which is very good for the civil-
ian unemployment rate, unusual in that it's occurred with growth
in our economy of only 2 to 2.5 percent. Another rule from Arthur
Okun, called “Okun’s Law,” says that you get a 1 percentage point
decline in the unemployment rate over time if actual real economic
growth exceeds potential growth by 3 percentage points. Well,
actual growth has been 2 to 2.5 percent and so this unusual decline
in the unemployment is puzzling. It's a pleasant surprise. Job
growth has been very substantial.

What is suggested to me is that the potential growth of the econ-
omy is not so high as most might think, that it is perhaps about 2
or 1n the low 2's rather than 2.5 or 3 percent. So not only is the low
unemployment rate signaling something positive in the job mar-
kets, but it also is signaling something potentially negative on in-
flation. This is the famous tradeoff. It cannot be avoided. When the
unemployment rate approaches something close to full employ-
ment, which is different in every episode and hard to pin down,
there will be some demand side inflationary pressures that arise.
The trick is to somehow manage policy to sustain dgrowi;h at low
rates of inflation and low rates of unemployment and no one as yet
has solved that problem.

The big risk to the economy is the “twin deficits” I alluded to, a
major problem. The problem of the twin deficits is the associated
debt and interest charges on the debt over time, both Federal Gov-
ernment debt and our debt as a net debtor nation, which can claim
an ever-increasing share of GNP and require hi{lj\er interest rates
to attract financing either from abroad or in the United States.

At some point, the large deficits and debt must be associated
. with high enough interest rates to induce saving and 1educe spend-

ing. If the deficits were to decline or dige?ippear as a matter of
public policy, then the risk would be removed. ,

The burden of the deficits relative to GNP ‘eventually can be
?uite considerable, with public debt increasing even at lower levels

or the budget deficits, and net foreign debt eventually generating
significant interest charges to be paid along with those on the out-
standing U.S. Government debt.

The net debtor position announced the other day of $263.5 bil-
lion, which represents a very substantial rise from last year, is a
sign of a trend which cannot be reversed under current prospects
for the trade deficit for at least the rest of the decade and is dis-
turbing. Although overstated because there were capital gains on
foreign holdings of U.S. securities and book valuation of some U.S.
assets, the increasing debtor position of the United States is some-
thing to regard with concern. '
~ Our estimates show a $775 billion net debtor position for the
United States by 1990 with $725 billion the net deficit position for
securities upon which interest payments must be made. At an in-
terest rate of 7 or 8 percent, the interest ;l)..ayments would be about
$50 billion or so. When you add that to the estimate we carry for
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the interest charges on outstanding Federal Government debt in
1990, $185 billion, the payments owed together will constitute a
considerable claim against the flow of GNP in the U.S. economy.

To reverse this trend requires the Federal budget or the trade
deficit, or both, to decline in coming years. On current prospects,
such declines are not very likely. : : :

On the budget deficit, for this year, we expect $182.5 billion, but
we know that figure includes a one-shot increase in capital gains
tax recei;i»‘tp which will not be repeated. So the actual number is

probab}_y her.
For 1988, degending on the outcome of the congressional
resolution on the budget and the back and forth between the ad-

ministration and Congress and the process which will unwind over
the summer, we note that the $37 billion deficit reduction in that
resolution, once one allows for some slippage on the spending side,
is more like $30 to $32 billion, and that $19 billion of it is a tax
increase that the President may not sign. If not signed, $7 billion
in defense spending will be cut but the_deficit for next year would
go to the $180 billion rather than $171.5 billion.

The picture that emerges is a halt in progress in reducing the
budget deficits and it is very much locked into the political process
as we approach the election in November 1988. Looking at it as an
economist, it is not positive for longer run prospects to see the
budget deficit declines plateauing out at $180 billion or so for the
next few years, which may now be realistic estimates on the cur-
rent conditions. .

The trade deficit is going to improve. We estimate a $25 billion
improvement over the year, but that will still leave us with huge
trade deficits and increasing debt, leaving the continuing dilemma
of the twin deficit and debt problem, ultimately a major source and
probably the cause of a downturn in the U.S. economty.

What these deficits do, the budget and trade deficits, is to put
monetary and fiscal policy in a very difficult dilemma. Both can be
hamstrung. For the Federal Reserve, potential additional weakness
in the dollar and/or higher inflation suggest higher interest rates
than otherwise would be the case, despite the risk to the economy.
With inflation at 4 to 5 percent—that’s very high inflation for any
other time than the 1970's—the central bank normally would
follow a tighter monetary policy, but it can’t because it's taking a
risk on recession if it were to do that. So it is in a dilemma.

If it tries to ease to produce better growth and lower unemploy-
ment, it will cause the dollar to go down, and that would be infla-
tionary. And if it tightens, it runs the risk of recession. Qur Feder-
al Reserve is essentially hamstrung with much fewer degrees of
freedom than it should have.

For fiscal policy, the dilemma is also one of hamstringing, but a
future one. How can fiscal policy be used in the next recession if
deficits are so high? Some day there will be another recession and
if deficits are $190 billion at that time, they will rise with reces-
sion, leaving no fiscal degrees of freedom and making the down-
turn probably a more difficult one.

In conclusion, I would concur with what the Chairman of the
CEA said, policy is the key to sustained expansion. We all know
that business expansions do not last forever. Sooner or later, there
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must be some sort of a downturn. For our economy, the processes
that lead to a recession are beginning to show up. I think the clock
has begun to tick away. Let me add that the clock can tick away
for several years before a downturn occurs. It can tick for 6 months
and then have a downturn. I think this time it's going to be a
longer ticking clock, but unless some new magic is discovered in
Washington, Bonn, or Tokyo, I think we are running considerable
risk as we move toward the end of the decade.

Unfortunately, the combination of policies that would sustain the
expansion is no longer simple nor straightforward nor entirely in
our hands. Several years ago a simple way out existed through
large reductions in the budget deficit when the U.S. economy was
growing strongly. Time passed and not enough was done.

I do not fault Congress on this nor would I necessarily fault the
administration when I say that not enough was done. Congress has
made a considerable amount of progress in reducing the budget
deficit in what has been an extraordinarily difficult situation, and
you should be commended for what has been accomplished.

A year and a half ago, a much tighter budget, accompanied by
substantially easier monetary policy, might have done the trick, al-
though the timing for such a twist of the policy mix would not
have been easy. Now, much of the same medicine as before is re-
quired, but the rest of the world, especially Japan and Germany,
are involved and simultaneous changes of policy must occur there
as well to offset any budget restraint. That is very difficult to pull
off and will probably become more and more difficult as time goes
on.
The starting point for policy to sustain the expansion lies in
much bigger budget deficit reductions than Congress and the Presi-
dent are now contemplating. Another gridlock in the budget exists
at the moment on the current deficit reduction plan, in my view.
Some $50 billion or more of deficit reduction, using a combination
of spending reductions in nondefense and defense and tax increases
would be appropriate. An offsetting ease of domestic monetary
policy would be necessary to prevent the restraint of such a budget
tightening from pushing the economy into a recession. Even more
is necessary, in this instance, a shift to more stimulative policy in
Japan and Germany, and lower interest rates abroad. This is, I
think, a-pie-in-the-sky view in terms of what actually could be done
realistically to create the set of policies that would sustain the
economy through 1990. It's worth stating, hoping in a sense that
policymakers may well work their way toward it. As has been evi-
denced at the various summit meetings in past years, we have
made some progress on this front. It's very difficult, but the kind of
cooperation and coordination in the United States and across bor-
ders and overseas to keep the expansion going for as far as the eye
can see I don’t think is beyond the realm of possibility; it’s just
very difficult for the political process to produce it.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Sinai follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ALLEN SINAI*

State of the Economy.and Prospects at Midyear

Atmidzlm 1987, the U.S. and world economies are co to expand, albeit in a hesitating manner
and with growing risks to sustained expansion. Indeed, in an increasingly intertwined and interrelated
global economy, the challenge o0 W mhmmmhwmmmmmpoﬁdudw

can sustain noninflationary growth the end of the

For the U.S. economy, economic growth is now being led by improved foreign trade, 8 modest
industrial sector recovery, an end to the declines in the beleaguered mining and agricultural sectors, and

a rebuilding of in This is a healthy development, for just one year ago these areas were in
recession or de, 0 8 ng has been weak, uwddg‘gt autos, but is holding up
well in services. Business capital spending, except for.computers and o machinery, has declined

sharply in reaction to the Tax Reform Act of 1986. Housing activity, starts and sales, is softening in
response to higher mortgage rates and increased monthly loan payments, a pattern to be expected at this
stage of the business expansion.

For the first half of this goar. assuming a 1.3% rise for real GNP in the second quarter, ovenllgomh
would average around 3%, about the expectation of the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) and
Shearson Lehman Brothers (SLB) coming into this year, at the upper boundary of the central

of Federal Reserve expectations, and somewhat below the forecast of the Administration for 198

(Table 1).
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Table 1
Early 1987 Forecasts for
- Economic ts for 1987 and 1988
(Dates of Forecast in Pareathesls)
Federal
CBO Reservet SLB
(187 (137) s (12/36)
-l

% Fourth-Quarter 10

Nominal GNP 69 12 6.5 — S-¥4 0612 6.8 16

Real GNP 32 37 30 29 212103 30 32
Infiation

Implicit Price Deflator 36 3s 34 40 33 37 43
Ui Rate

(%, Avg, Level in the

Fourth Quarter) 65 6.3* 6.6 6Ss 6120 64 6.7 62

9:-Daym.mam° 4 s6 56 87 s3 38

10-Year Treasury Now® 67 66 12 22 - 3 16
1 Contral senclency.
* Calendiy years.
nmmupw&.mmumammmmmmmmmimnmrm

vided the upward thrust to growth. Exports, orders, ion, employment and inventories all

ve been stronger. An expected $27.6 billion swing for real net exports and $47 billion rise of
inventories over the first half acoount for all of the increase in real GNP this year.

Overseas, economic growth generally has been sluggish, but the worst seems to have passed. The
German and French economies are off to a slow start this year. In Germany, real growth fell at near a
3% annual rate in the first quarter, but a strong uptick has occurred at the start of the second. Italy is
fowmgmodeme‘g'm LK. has been the best performer so far, with growth likely to be 3-1/2% to
% foc the year. Jammyoﬁuﬁeﬁmmuﬂm&gmmmdjmmmu
weak industrial sector was nearing an end, with real GNP rising at a 4.9% annual rate. Taiwan, Korea

and Hong Koag are growing robustly, led by exponts.

Inflation in the U.S. is considerably worse this , rising at annual rates of 4% to 6% between
December and May, regardless of the index. metals, oil and eommodltz‘prim all are
substantially highor as well. Expectations of inflation generally were 3% to 4% coming into this year.

) The worse inflation so far this year principaily represents the direct and indirect effects of a lower dollar

and higher oil and energy glm. t 2 25% decline in the dollar against a trade-wei| average of
foreign currencies since September 1985 is having numerous effects on inflation. First, there is the
direct effect on imported goods such as automobiles and consumer electronics, of higher import
prices. Second, there is an "umbrella” effect resulting from higher prices of U.S. goods in categories
where import prices have risen considerably. Third, Mmmmmmm lower dollar since
so much materials and inputs to production are purchased abroad. precious metals and
commoditiespdcuhlvcbeendrivenupnamwhof'ﬁoarﬂiudlmmlndnwmiu;pomrof
strong currency countries. The supplies of commodities such as oil, where psyments occur in dollars,
can be limited in order to produce adequate dollar-adjusted revenues. Fifth, the lower dollar is helping
to strengthen the U.S. industrial sector, adding to demand-side pressure and making it easier for
Ameticubmimwpmonriaoimm. A rise in crude oil prices, from $14 a barrel last
November to about $20 per barrel now also has been a major source of the higher inflation, although not
unrelated to the decline in the dollar. Inflation rates have stepped up in Europe and the Far East as well,

most likely a consequence of higher oil and energy prices.
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-3.

The higher inflation and a shift of funds away from U.S. fixed income markets by foreign investors
have caused si{niﬁwu rises for longer-term interest rates, up about one percentage point and more since
the end of 1986~ With inflation now od a higher plateau, 30 are long-term interest rates. Typically,
once a reacceleration of inflation begins, interest rates trend irregularly Mﬂ:‘k on average. Short-term
interest rates are about one-half percentage point higher, reflecting central defense of a wesk dollar
and the higher inflation. Expectations generally had been that interest rates would not rise over the first
half. There was a widespread view that rates would move lower, perhaps significanty so.

Sustained a better balance in the components of expenditures, improving foreign trade, &
stronger i ial sector, and profits results represent the good news oa the U.S. economy so far
this year. Continuing | intractable federal budget deficits, only a slow tum in trade,

downside risks to the dollar, worsening n, and higher intercst rates are the negatives and risks

The possibility of yet higher inflation and potentially higher interest rates has increased the risk of a
recession in the next six to fifteen months to 1-in-4 from an assessment of 1-in-10 at the beginning of
the year. Whether the expansion lasts six more months or through the end of the decade now depends
very much on the ‘nlicy choices of the major economic powers—the U.S., Japan and Germany—in
odl:rwdcﬁuﬁm ex%mﬁwmw“mmummsmofmu.&mmy
no longer only resides wi .S.; policy coordination between countries is more necessary than ever
lohcpwuld{vidoupmdoom

Mouuwbﬁn;mdd:kyhﬂneonﬂmwdhckofpmrwhduﬁnfwimlbudwhn that
threatens to leave the federal budget deficit at $180 billion to $200 billion over the next few years.
‘These deficita—the result of the large tax cuts of the 1980s, slower than potential growth, and large
increases in government spending—if i will leave the U.S. with oo few fiscal de| of
improvi m;.d’ll mwnor ri:k i %lalum‘hﬂudo.l?d lnn:ionmdld.ﬁd“' "'3'3."
mproving Y, a risk—principally to ar, nterest rates; thus,
also to the economy. Mgmmimwmwmmmubohmumn-
entrenched now, the "twin deficits"—budget and modmdwwinﬂlﬁon. and
pouiblyhisharimmtmumymwudockmonﬂumn jon, most likely to
occur in 1989 or 1990.

Tables2t0 S mﬂnmuSlnanelmmfmumdm;rﬁomforﬂnus.mmmym
financial ets and for the rest-of-the-world economies and fi markets through the balance of

this year, 1988 and 1989.

T':e“'l-leonomnmy at Midyear and Prospects—Reasonably Good Growth With
So far this year and in coming quarters, the theme for the economy is reasonably good growth with
better balance. The areas of activity previously weakest are now mo’npn those categories of spending
gtwiou strongest are weaker. In particular, real net exports have responded to a lower dollar, rising
29.6 billion between the thind ofl986mddwﬁm§:umofl987.withnmimpmvemm
of $28.2 billion forecast over the remainder of the year. in real terms, are up $36.9 billion
since mid- 1986, much across-the-board, the U.S. industrial sector to produce more,
both for inve and sales, as well as increasing the flow of orders and firming up employment.
Between mid-1984 and mid- 1986, declines for real net exports totalled $76.9 billion, g some
l-mpcreampg{nummmofmmmic wth from the economy. The mining and agricultural
sectors appear to be over the worst. With manu , mining and agnculture improving, the drag of
these sectors on growth has come to an end. A still strong services economy, despite weak spending in
Wa-mmmwmﬂmmqﬁmuwm&nwmmmw
the growth momentum of the economy.

For the rest of this year and in 1988, continuing improvement in real net exports and an expansion in the
industrial sector are expected to provide the major thrust to growth. Consumer spending, weak 3o far
this year, aithough only in autos and some other big-ticket items, is ulnaad o wa2%orl%
pace of growth, nowhere near the boom figures of 3.5% and 4.1% in 1985 and 1986, respectively, but
sufficient to keep driving the economy up. Business capital spending should remain soft for much of
this year, especially in commercial construction, but then is projected to rise 3.5% in 1988. Federal
govenment spending, in real serms, is expected to depress growth, rising very litte.
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Table 2
Shéarson Lehman Forecast of the US. Economy and Financial Markets
e . e June 22, 1987 .
(Probabllity=0.65)
Quartere Years
19064 1WT1 19673 1067 19T 1K1 | 1906 1907 196 199 |
Gross Natiossl Product-1962 Dolless WAL ITHS IS19 MO N0N6 8388 36150 NHS NB4 MY
Asaval Rase of Chenge 11 43 13 27 s 3l P X1 246 30 09
Percant Change Year Ago 20 2 23 23 il 27 20 b8 ) 31 13
4488 2088 US22 UGS W2 MO 24187 4630 25308 23484
Asmul Rate of Changs 04 <13 22 29 s 19 41 I8 28 o7
Business Rized lnvestment 4518 4463 4512 492 4T 83T 4567 489 48 Ms
Assusl Rate of Queage 30 27 43 -18 04 45 10 -17 33 28
Residestial Construction 1997 1973 1956 1938 1930 1950 1940 1949 1939 1972
Ixventory Lavestament 283 407 183 160 187 168 (Y] . 193 187
Net Exports 1480 <1337 1212 1154 1058 92 48 1190 952 -4
Fedeni Goverament M6 253 VO INT? WS 39 B2 Y0 IS IS
Assusl Rats of Chaage n2 -2 48 84 23 13 27 o1 [} ] 1]
Stats sad Local Governsmet Q07T 448 468 4279 T 406 448 410 QAsS  W0
Asewsl Rate of Change 1.1 40 17 12 a7 2] LS ) 390 20 1.1
Industrial Production (1977=1.000) 129% 1268 1278 1200 1305 130 1251 1288 1M 1386
Assusl Rate of Qhenge 29 29 32 s s1 47 10 27 46 16
Housing Stwrts (Mil. Usit) L701 1798 1580 1450 1867 1481 1819 1607 1616 1575
3 Ao Sales-Total (ML, Units) 13 1)} 97 1o 108 108 118 103 na 102
: Usempioymsat Rate-Civilien (%) [{) &7 63 63 a2 &1 %0 64 39 63
. Foderal Budget Surples

B Usified (Quaneety Ram, NSA, FY) 444 S8E 137 DY L6 910 -207 1028 INS 1788
Imgplickt Prics Deflasor (WCH) [} [+) 43 49 43 43 26 3s 42 45
7 CP- Al Urbea (S%CH) 1 3 L8] a“ 43 54 19 k3 46 49
B PPL-Paished Goods (%CH) 3 12 56 2 sS4 2 -14 29 LY 50
Hourty (%CH) 29 20 27 30 s i 24 24 3 36
Trade-Weighted Exchange Rate 1027 0971 0942 054 0542 09% 1060 0949 0974 0986
Assnl Rate of Chesge 43 201 -4 08 a9 M4 -167  .108 27 12
Merchandios Trads Balance (Bils. §%) 1718 1639 1532 -1303 12684 1190 -1663 1635 110 918
Corposste Profits Afeeinx (Bils. $') 1443 138 LD 1489 1342 1589 1340 1458 1589 1640
Porcent Qhange Yoar Ago ° 37 94 95 94 a7 143 20 &) 90 33
Adjused Profits Afsetaa (Bils. $%) 1961 2066 2061 2114 2142 2129 9.1 2006 2104 2000
Percast Change Yeur Ago k¥ 3 29 [ V] 10 92 0 44 63 04 06
Real Dispossbie lacoms (Bile. $%) 29966 26121 25949 26275 26521 26M4 26003 26217 ML DUS
Assunl Rete of Change -14 24 26 s.1 is a 29 07 23
Persontd Savieg Rate (%) 4 28 2 27 27 2 R X ] 6 35 50
M2 (Bils. 8% s 423 4Ll B0 N7 BT M4 N1 NSO 13350
Assusl Rase of Change 93 (%] 27 36 a7 kA .9 33 4 [ Y]
Prime Rase (%) 7% 1% 805 - % 167 9.00 33 [ 87) 938 950
' Podonl Punds Rate (%) &7 & 663 68 108 14 681 ¥ 215 808
3-Mosth Treamary Bill (%) 33 554 364 sn s [V ] 98 s 668 148
10-Yoar Treasury Note (%) 126 119 (&) | $) 843 w 1468 a4 9.8 941
30-Year Troasury Bond (%) 153 10 453 841 L4 .07 740 829 943 968
New AAA-Bquiv. Corpomte Boads (%) 10 13 950 .47 980 1007 (V] 923 1007 1019
Bond Buyer ladex (%) : () 6.6 m 18 mm 196 (A ] 143 848 931
SAP 500 ladex of Commnon Swocks W97 1931 2173 MSA 3N9S 0648 2617 30072 322353 30093
Ansual Rute of Qhange il 46 23 133 24 $2 Us n3 14 43
Earnings Per Shase - SAP 300 ($) 29 40 401 4’ a9 $0 1448 1826 2059 2240
] Purcont Changs Your Ago AL 170 S0 B s 163 00 %1 18 e
= Prios-Enrsings Ramio - SAP 300 163 188 192 1 1] 172 161 16y 165 187 141
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World
(History and Shearson Lebman Forecast)
June 22, 1987
Infintice-
Real Growta® Consumer Prices Unemployment Rate Current Account Balance®®
”\g (Parcent Caange) (Peroest Change) (Percest) (Bilicns of US. Dollers)

1985 196 1987 1988 1985 1906 1967 19 1985 1906 197 18 1S 196 1987 19¢s
United StnllI 7 s 26 38 s 19 3 446 72 k! ] A"'“ 59 |- 1177 -ML4 1268 1159
Casade @ ‘a 23 23 L ) L+ 43 43 1S 2% M 98 4 47 a2 a7
Esrope 2% 4 26 23 51 24 a s 104 105 107 w3 200 45 3M1 297
France L7 22 20 2s 53 s 37 4.1 104 108 114 111 £2 36 50 55
West Germany 25 24 1.7 23 2 02 .07 12 93 19 91 39 152 352 250 202
Ialy 27 27 30 33 1 73 6.1 45 50 129 138 144 137 42 30 22 s
Switzertand 32 23 30 23 34 os 19 21 10 o3 09 10 52 74 .86 90
Uniled Kingdom s 23 39 33 6.1 34 43 60 118 119 11 106 490 18 27 as
Far East 46 a3 2 kY ) 24 15 | X9 23 -_— -— — -_— °ws 4 %s N7
Japen 47 23 27 32 20 06 o8 15 26 23 3 33 492 859 00 650
South Kores 54 122 7.1 67 25 23 26 29 -— — -— -— 06 46 45 47
Tawa 43 99 74 6S 04 07 <2 11 -_ -— - -— 92 16l 90 10
Hoog Kong 06 87 69 5.1 26 23 42 47 — -— -— —_ 0s 01 10 10
? -18 19 23 33 05 -14 o1 os —_— -— -— — 00 s 12 s
Australia s1 15 24 23 67 9.1 15 63 2 | 8 3 30 27 98 L1 SS
Latis America 4 27 24 e 1978 183 M79 118 _— — - - 3 &6 I8 47
Argentine 43 s9 25 33 6722 901 1086 1032 -_— —_ — . 10 32 30 16
Brazil 33 78 31 4.1 255 1423 2158 1812 - -— _— -— 03 25 .39 12
Mexico 27 a3 17 21 S17 862 1131 B9S -— —_— -_— — 12 13 24 as
Venczuela 03 20 13 1.5 91 106 27 162 - -_— — - 39 as 03 03
AR Countries Listed 2 27 27 38 153 & 113 119 - —-— - -— 452 I 28 -39
OECD Countries Listed au 28 6 e s pA 2 39 74 3 72 [ S8l U4 B3 N4
EEC 26 24 25 28 52 pL 32 a3 103 119 111 S M3 482 235 27

* Real GNP or GDP, depending on the county ~mxa!._mm
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Table 4
Recent History and for the US. and Worid Economy
- g etk

Jume 22, 1987
19053 19864 D61 190K3 19063 19864 19871 19672 P63 1974 . 1986 87 968
Short-Term Rates . .
Unieed Stases (A 12 69 61 55 54 55 56 53 60 15 60 53 6.7
Japan 63 10 60 47 41 45 40 37 36 36 65 50 37 39
West Germany 49 48 46 46 45 47 41 37 3s 36 sS4 46 37 38
France 98 9.1 87 74 7.1 76 8.1 7 76 16 99 2.7 78 73
United Kingdom 110 112 116 95 96 109 105 89 84 36 116 104 91 9.1
Cmada 89 89 | 108 86 84 84 74 80 84 8 94 9.1 19 838
Long-Term Boad Yields .
Unised Staes 106 100 88 15 T4 75 15 85 84 87 108 18 83 94
Japen 61 63 52 49 5.1 54 49 32 32 34 63 52 37 38
West Germany 65 6Ss 61 57 6.1 60 53 56 53 59 69 60 58 60
France 1.7 113 | 103 82 79 84 87 88 92 92 117 87 89 92
United Kingdom 99 929 95 87 100 13 99 9.1 90 90 10.1 99 93 94
Canade ) 109 104 | 100 94 89 89 83 9.1 93 94 119 93 90 96
Netes: Dot svennges; ammuel data are averngss of quesedy values. . Shovi-derm reser: MWMI”WM&;W‘
m.’:dmw.ummm' Usiled Kinglom—91-day Treasury Wll yisld; Cosade—3-moath W rue.  Long-wrm resss:  Usited




Table §
Dollar, Yen, Deutschemark, French Franc, Pound. and Canadian Doliar
Exchange Rates and Cross Rates
June 22, 1987
IS 19854 190Kl 162 19863 19864 17 1672 19673 19674 1S 1986 1% 19m
Exchange Rates
USS (Weighted Avg) 120 LB | 1117 1067 1028 127 | 0971 092 0540 09542 1272 1080 054 094
Japen (WS) B84 2072 1598 199 1558 1605 1531 1428 1405 1447 B[S 185 1453 199
Germany (DM/S) 2847 2584 | 2348 22%4S 2085 2006 | 1340 1307 1795 1845 2944 2171 122 199
Fraoce(Fr/$) 3681 7886 7212 1141 679 6571 | 6121 6087 6017 6161 8967 692% 6084 6292
UK (5 1376 1435 | 1841 1509 1488 1438 | 1562 1644 1651 1612 1296 1467 1612 159
Canads (CV/$) 1360 1330 | 1404 1385 1386 1385 1338 1334 1320 133S 130 13%0 1332 13sS
£ Cross Rates
Japan (WE) 3280 973 5 2564 18 008 | 261 48 220 2333 3091 U2 242 295
Germany (DM/S) 3917 3708 3388 3102 2885 | 2837 2971 2964 294 3815 385 2937 3083
France(Frf) 11945 11316 | 10392 10776 10087 9449 949 9925 994 - 992 11647 10.160 9809 10055
Caoads (C¥£) 1871 1980 | 2003 2090 2062 1992 | 2063 2193 UMW 212 L7%6 2009 2147 2165
DM Cross Rates
Japm (WDM) B4 2019 998 7568 U2 W1 | B2 PE BT NG 101 7S ™ TN
Fraoce(Fe/OM) 3049 3052 | 3072 3181 3251 12% 337 3341 3382 33% 3053 3190 3340 3262
UK (/DM) 0255 027 | 0296 0295 032 0347 | 0352 0337 0337 0336 0262 0314 0341 034
Canada (CY/DM) 0478 0S5 | 0598 0617 0665 0690 | 0727 0738 0738 0724, 0465 0640 0731 0712
¥ Cros Rates
(Per 100 Yen) '
Gerany (DMAY) LiS4 1247 | 1250 1321 1338 1250 | 1202 1265 127 1275 1234 1288 1255 1287
Fracce(Fo/Y) 3641 3806 | 3840 4203 4351 4004 | 3998 4228 4283 4298 3768 4110 4191 4197
UK (&%) 0305 0336| 0370 0390 0431 0433 | 0424 0426 0431 049 0324 0405 ; QA7 0417
' Canada (C$%) 0570 0666 | 0748 O0B1S 0350 0363 | 0874 0934 0540 095 0574 0225 Q918 090¢
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Overall, a 3.1% pace of growth is expected for 1987, fwnhqum to-fourth quarter, led by real net

exports, inventory investment, an 1 state and local government spending. A $28.8 billion improvement
in real pet e iom and $16.1 billion rise for inventories in 1987 account for 1-1/2 percentage polnn of
the expected 2.6 ate in 1987, calculated on an average annual basis.

For 1988, a similar forecast holds, 3%+ on growth, but with a better pace in consumption and business
fixed investment. vamg real net exports should push the industrial sector higher, increasing
utilization rates and inducing more capital expenditures. A $30 billion tax cut for households next year
is expected to push consumption higher, espectally in -and nondurable goods.

The sustained growth depicted in the forecast oneonun\d:’impmvemmintndemddw
indusuhl sector, and & p for consumer ng over the. rest of the 3”. Amgerindusnid
sector and improved pace of capinlspandiuhupamdmblpuwﬁninl

A reasonsbly strong {fffrease for MM on and isvenortes ase. am. key-ingredients in the
susulnedmowthdmlsindlmdiuﬂufom But, for this to occur, trade and real net exports must
orgrmna At some point, consumers and American businesses need to substitute domestic goods for

Mmomwmmuexmunnﬂnmmy

gﬂﬂ;ﬂog:gidgm since the ru hnbee thuharpl h!ghetlnﬂaﬂ and

nce ng o ear n on
hizher interest mu ve arisen. A weaker dollu.yhi;het oil and energy yeu, and worse-than-
expected inflation al: have eombined to send interest rates higher, y in order to establish
retumns that would be satisfactory to foreign mvmou. Dollar weakness, higher inflation and higher
interest rates have occurred almost simultaneously, the major surprise of the year (Chart 1).

So far this year, the principal inflation indices—the CP1-U, the Producers’ Price Index (PPI) and the
implicit G P deflator—all have shown substantial rises nﬁng from 3.5% to over 8%, the monthly
figures at annual rates (Table 6), A lower dollar and hi and enera Sncu are moat responsible
for the increased pace of inflation, with rises in services pliou also contributing. A classic demand-pull
inflation has not been present, except to some extent in services. Unit labor costs, especially in
manufacturing, have been rising slowly or occasionally declining.

The onset of so much worse inflation is one of the surprises this year. Is the inflation genie out of the
bottle? Probably, yes. The hlghcr pace of inflation is unlikely to fade quickly. Inflation typically is a
serially correlated process that does not quickly spike down after showing an acceleration. Once
initiated, higher inflation from any source can reverberate through the economy, impacting on decisions
and ex| then other prices of goods and services, into wages, and eventually unit labor costs.

Chart 1 Mitigating against a  1970s-like

The Dollar, Inflation, and Long-Term Inierest Rates inflation experience are generally
I slack economies worldwide and low
rates of wage increases in the United
esssensenngnd? ' States, where oonipetition in labor
; N ¢ markets, especially goods-producing,
remains intense, But more pro-

|t...'.
s ALY « growth macroeconomic policies
. overseas, increasing pressure in the
090 1 industrial side and a catchup of wage
costs promise growing inflationary

0ss 40 pressure, rage,
Mo M KL Ay St O N Dx ke M MNe As. M9 yegry on ave in coming
ING 1N 106 1N 196 1906 16 16 167 IS 16 1996 IS0

0t TmdoWoighted Exchange ™™ 30 Yow Imeny bond

Whether, how much, and for how

Yoo M Pocen, long the inflationary process
:m:;o;m - vy generates higher inflation rates is
more unclear this time around

= CRU Pavcent Crango because of the dollar-related nature of
Yow Agn, Rt Ao} its inception. Once the dollarimpulse

Sowrces: Morgan Guaranty Trust Company, Bureas of Labor Siatistics, for inflation ends, some othcr source
Federal Reserve Board

e —e—



Consumer Price Indices:
MBI
oot Chige, You Ago”
el iy

Producer Price Indices:

Finished Goods, Percent Change
Percent Change, Year Ago

Intermodists Goods, Percent Change

" Percent Chiange, Year Ago

Crude Goods, Percent Chang
Percent Change, Year Ago ¢

Other Inflation Indicators:
hmﬁda;“l’mm)
Percent Change, Year Ago
e
Percent Change, Year Ago
Raw Industrial Commodities
Prcent Change, ear Ago
s
Percent Change, Year Ago
Hourly Eamings Index
mw‘{um

Kay Monthly Economic Indicaors:

T

Table 6
Inflation and Its Determinants:
Recent Evidence

) N A

B % W he b6 Bw i e R
03 04 04 04 07 02 02 02 03
39 38 30 22 15 12 13 16 18
04 05 05 05 10 01 01 00 04
3 36 19 02 12 19 18 1S 13
03 04 04 04 04 03 03 03 02
42 40 42 43 43 44 43 43 49
03 07 04 01 04 01 00 03 03
26 27 15 01 14 22 18 13 09
05 03 03 05 10 00 00 03 04
20 13 00 1S 32 43 41 39 A6
31 28 01 18 21 09 07 15 Q1
92 82 24 00 55 89 -84 66 35
32 16 08 08 00 24 25 08 24
49 33 08 00 -24 55 24 .16 08
29 04 47 62 M5 94 33 1S5 23
M7 467 320 12 -152 -390 509 513 490
63 30 04 22 21 16 35 65 43
219 154 104 06 67 53 39 06 11
64 27 03 17 09 03 21 44 16
49 89 43 07 13 27 25 31 4
01 02 02 04 O1 01 06 02 02
22 24 22 21 22 20 26 24 20
63 63 66 67 67 67 69 69 10
796 4 96 197 M4 96 793 90 190
802 799 802 8J3 799 800 797 796 M6
600 570 550 520 550 365 555 540 S1S
03 22 09 16 -39 09 12 00 401
116 <130 -120 -128 -1435 -118 -116 - 141 -184

nihy



Table 6 (Continued)
Infistion and fn Determinants:
Recent Evidence
) - m 96:2 ' %:1 g 4053 88:3  8S:1
Key Quarterly Economic Indicators: - )
Unit Labor Costs, Nonfarm Business o
Percent Changs, SAAR 045 42 26 18 12 38 74 10 4
Percent Changs, Year Ago 20 183 26 22 285 37 30 40 34
Nonfarm Productivity Growth '
Percent Change, SAAR 05 18 00 OS5 43 35 22 18 03
Percent Change, Year Ago 02 07 02 08 12 02 10 02 03
" Manufacturing Productivity Growth
Percent Change, SAAR 21 02 43 43 40 03 44 82 39
Percent Change, Year Ago 27 32 33 32 44 40 44 52 40
Full Employment GNP 1130 1320 1214 1267 1127 1262 1239 1384 1363
(Billions of 1982 Dongt?
“Gap® 10 Pull Employment GNP (%) 29 34 C32 M W 4 Y O W

must pick up the baton. This does not have to cocur. But the history of the inflation process suggests
an upward trend unless there is some intervention 10 stop it

On current prospects, & 4-1/2% to 5% raze of inflation can be expected in the major indices, measured on
afwﬂqmmom-fwnhqmrbm&nminﬂmmemudummm
projected to run between 4% to 6% over much of this year. Onavcr:r.dafommshowudﬂn;
muemmﬂdouumﬂ 1989, when a significant slowdown in the U.S. economy starts to bring a

}Q

There are two posaible tracks for infiation. One is the possibility that the of inflation off the lower
dollar will be a one-shot affair, with a one-time increase in the level and the inflation rate receding
over the pext year. mueondgcubﬂdi&hmmmﬁonwmwwedanmmm , with the
initial impulse, this time, from a lower dollar and higher oil and energy prices, spreading the
econom; Mmexmﬁomwmhwmﬂmhﬂaﬁmmm&ﬂw‘mﬁum
ovenhizu. Which track is taken will be a decisive factor for the performance of the economy.

mm&:ﬂnﬂnﬁmis&mndmmlmofmrimutmwfudﬂnyw.md.ifwmmd.
sets a floor on any declines for interest rates. Bvery business expansion has eventually been brought to
amwmmduwmm%mm

..Employment = and Uniquloygen&'l‘lght’er Labor Markets, Especially in

Another big changs since thé beginning of the year has been a substantial improvement in the
ssmrlyer . v ot ¢33 1y o o e e, e 7

rato at the same time real econo! nf
20 slowly (st a 2% to 2- ‘2% average rate) is unusual (Chant 2). Norﬁin‘y‘.‘rm .
mﬁhwbanmﬂndomhpmm»mdwhOJ&mwpoimwimmm
occurred in the unemployment rate, assuming that potential real GNP has been growing at a 2-1/2%
™e.

With the s i ylwummplo}memmhnmacominuin;mofhmdminmnfm
lphazmll employment, led by increases in services jobs, the source of most growth in employment since
of the expansion. »

What accounts for the strong growth in jobs and low unemployment rate?

Jobs growth, especially with the weakness in manufacturing over the past two years, has been
extraordinary, Over the past year, the labor force has increased by a large 2.4 million persons, services
m employment is up & huge 2.3 million and goods- sectors employment has risen by

o
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Sowrces: Burean of Economic Analysis, Dureau of Labor Siatistics vi wih in ces

sectors would tead to reduce the of mlﬁbm.mﬂmlh dmﬂm

occur at lower figures, perhaps the 2-1/2% or 30 of growth over the past year. Less potential growth

for the economy could be part of the current situation of a relatively low unemployment rate. This could

also mean more inflationary pressure than might have been thought.

Business Profits—Very Strong So Far, The Issue is Momentum

Business profits have been very strong so far this year. For aftertax profits, the first quarter

showed a rise of 9.4% over a year ago. The e:wm ahuge 17% year-over-
year increase. Cott«:v.mm%r ulu.emﬂn& on effects from a lower dollas, and rises
off a low base all account for the i economy thus has delivered the profits growth
ﬂnmnmckmutuhaddhcwm sharp rise early this year. The eamings growth has been
mnlculn.rlyim ve consi the $20 billion to $25 billion tax increass on business from the Tax
form Act of 1986. A 20% to increase is projected for S&P500 eamings per share in 1987,
Higher profits and impggved cash flow should provide a good bage for spe by
U.S. businesses next yef§ o ’ . - :

capacity, hi _ .s!('

The Deficits § ' ; .~

promise little im ovide & «
———— —————-upside risks on i e . e

'l'hamlmofhmaﬁduhdnuwduddc&ndwwmonﬁndcbtomdm.which

can claim an ever- share of GNP and require higher interest rates to attract financing, either

from abroad or in the United States. At some point, the large deficits and debt must be associated with
high enough interest rates o induce saving and o reduce spending. If the deficits were to decline or
disappear, then this risk would be removed.

The burden of the deficits relative to GNP eventually can be quite considerable (Charts 3, 4, 5), with

blic debt increasing even at lower budget deficits and net fon‘ifn debtevenmlwmung significant
&udwgambapddnbuwm\ﬂmonﬂuwmndiu S. government

The net debtor position of the U.S. is rapidly increasing, having reached $263.5 billion in 1986 from
$111.6 billion in 1985. Although the size of the U.S. net debt position may be overstated because of




197 1972 1974 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1S88F  1990F

B Federal Bucipet Balarce B Merchandise Trade Balance == Total, Merchandise and
Federal Budget Balance

Sosrces: Burean of Economic Analysis, Shearson Lekmen Ecomomics ,

Chart 4
Federal Debt Plus US. Net Foreign Debt®
(Percent of GNP, 1979 w0 1990)

%
7
60 -
%0
40
%
2
10
o
-10
1970 1972 1974 1976 1978 1900 19862 1984 1986 1988F  1990F
B8 Focers Debt BB US NetForsignDebt = Total, Federal and U.S.
Net Forelgn Debt*

*  U.S. netloreign debt equale U.S. assets cbroad minus foreign assets In the U.S.
** To avoid double-counting, Federal debt held by forelgners s deducted from Federal debt

Sowrces: Burean of Ecomomic Analysis, US. Treaswry Departmens, Shearson Lekmen Economics
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Chart §
Payments on Federal Debt and on US. Net Foreign Debt*
(Percent of GNP, 1970 10 1990)

-1

-2 -
19701972 1974 - 1976 - - 1978 1960 1982 1984 1986  1988F  1990F

BB ioterest Paymerntson I Paymentson U.S. Net === Total, Payments on
Federal Debt Foreign Debx Federal and U.8. Net
A Forelgn Debt**
*  Payments on U.S. net foreign deit squal payments on foreign assets in the U.S. minue recelpls
from U.S. assets abroad.
*  To avoid double-counting, interest payments on Federal deixt hekd by foreigners are deducted
from net interest payments on Federal debt.
Sowrces: Bureau of Economic Analysls, US. Treaswy Department, Shearson Lehman Ecomomics

capital gains on fore] h)ldlngofu.s. securities and book valuation of U.S. assets, the deteriorating
winmmntpooidgofm nited States represents a clearcut trend, not to be reversed until at least
the 19908 when surpluses in the U.S. trade deficit might occur.

Shearson Lehman estimates show a $775 billion net debtor position for the U.S. by 1990, with
must be made. Atan

$725 billion the net deficit position for securities upon which interest
interest rase of 7% to 8%, the interest payments would be about $45 billion to $50 billion. When added

mdnudmmﬂubimonoﬁnmmpymemonmm%fedorngmmmmd\epcymn
on debt will constitute a considerable claim against the flow of GNP in the U.S. economy.

To reverse this trend the federal budget or trade deficit, or both, to decline in coming years. On
current prospects, such mnotvuylmly. .

So far this year, both deficits, budget and trade, show no signs of & significant and nt
:Wmmm”mmuwawumﬁumﬂmmmﬁnMa

The major source of the twin deficits, the federal budget, seems to have reached an impasse in terms of
further declines (Table 7).
For fiscal 1987, the SLB estimate for the unified budget deficit is $182.5 billion. But this includes a

one-shot rise in capital gains tax receipts of $10 billion o $15 billion or ae high as $30 billion, due to the
changs in capital taxes from the Tax Reform Act of 1986, Thus, in a more permanent sense, the

FY!1 m“&amumusmum»szoounmm.

For fiscal 1988, a $37 billion deficit reduction plan has been pessed in a Joint Resolution of ress,
to make its way through the rest of the budget process. With slippage allowed in the reconcilistion
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of $30 billion to $32 billion. This was the SLB expectation in a $171.5 billion estimate for the
deficit in FY1988. However, $19.3 of deficit reduction is in the form of a tax increase that the

I he does not, $7 billion of defense speading will be lost 0 him. The net

President will not
result could be a deficit in the $180 billion range.

For fiscal 1989, assuming s major slowdown in the U.S. economy and another $40 billion of bona fide
reduction items, the budget deficit would be near $176 billion or even higher.

deficit
Table 7
US. Federal Budget Deficits and Debt—
History and Forecasts (1985 to 1990)
—e- e - (Billons of Dollars, Flecal Years; Uniess Othorwiee Indicated) - . .. . . ..
1968 1986 1997 1998 1909 199
Budget
Receipts 734.1 769.1 . .. 8400 898.0 961.0 1,038.3
Outlays 9463 989.8-.. 1,028 1,008 1,142.8 1,231.1
Nondefense 693.6 7164 7405 7848 8525 9311
Defense 2527 34 2820 2850 200
Unified B%dek' 2123 207 1828 1718 1755 1928
Percent of 54 $3 42 37 33 36
Structaral Bu% Deficit 162.0 187.1 158.6 1443 1455 1504
Percent of G| 4.1 4.5 36 31 29 23
Current Services Budget
Receipts 734.1 769.1 8400 883.0 952.0 1,023.3
Outiays 946.3 989.8 1,022.5 1,093.0 1,157.0 1,283
Nondefense 693.6 7164 740.5 803.0 8520 903.3
Defense 2527 4 220 290.0 3080 320
Unified Bnagt Deficit 2123 0.7 1825 2100 2050 2022
Percent of GNP 54 $3 42 43 41 s
Structeral B-dg: Deficit 1620 187.1 158.6 1900 1850 1630
Percent of G| . 41 45 36 41 37 31
‘otal Treasury Financing 1973 2362 1833 1238 1768 1938
Debt Held by the Public
(End of Year) 1.5099 1,746.1 19296 21024 22789 24727
Percent of GNP 383 419 42 450 4353 4638
Net Inserest Cost 129.1 1353 1410 1550 160.3 1850
Percent of GNP 33 32 32 33 32 s
Ecomomle
(Calender Years, Except Whers Nosed)
O(N’P Chy., 4th Qurséth Qur.) 29 22 30 32 1.5 0s
(% 4th Qur/dth Qur) 21 46 k¥ J (X} 40
Real (% Che. 27 25 25 k¥ | 09 08
GNP Deflstor (% ) 33 26 3s 4.1 4.7 41
Rae R S 7 B 64 - 59 63 68
91-Day Bill Ras (%) 78 60 $7 67 73 63
10-Year Treasury Nows Yield (%)  10.6 77 82 9.1 94 84

79-716 0 - 88 - 3

e
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Thus, the pects now suggest a plateauing of deficits in the $175 billion to $200 billion
range, meMMupmdom of gradual declines to much lower levels, although
expoctations never included achievement of the Gramm-Rudman-Hoilings (GRH) targets. Any further
break in the federal budget deficit gridlock thus may await the next

The other half of the twin deficits, the trade balance, is only improving slowly (Charts 6, 7).

Altboulh lowerin usted terms, the merchandise trade deficit, in the widely watched
basis, has not yet shown a uptum, Thewomdoumwbeovor.wimg;rnnof
merchandise with or without oil, an "L, or possibly a "J” guration

trade, U,
(Charts 6,7). The improvement forecast is near $23 billion for the year, one of the more optimistic
ons on merchandise trade. This positive swing is worth about one percentage point of expected

growth over this year.

. mmr.ewnmmmmoflmgnmdnmmmmmmnwiﬂmin1987ls
estimated at $143.5 billion; in 1988, $111 billion. These large deficits are & long way from balance.

Why is a more quick and greater tum in trade not likely?

There are four reasons. First, although the dollar has dropped some currencies, it has
not fallen much against several and has risen mom%’dmmdshuplyonly
United Kingdom, I which

ageinst the Oermma. udlylndl'nnoo.

account for a little more than half of the U.S. merchandise trade deficit. With nearly half the deficit
accounted for by countries against whose currencies the dollar fluctuates little or has actually
strengthened, there is not much leverage on tumning the deficit from a lower dollar. Second, relative

B
g
g
g
%
]

:
:
i
E

Given the dulﬂdlockondnv.s.fedmlmd deficit and so structural impediments to
trads, mufor twindcﬂcitsmzdm.Indm!.wt i

Most likely, the high federal budget deficits will continue, at least until the next Presidential election,
md.llo:,uddunowr- net debtor position for the U.S., will saddle the world with a huge
amount of dollar-denominated and the U.S. with very large interest payments on the outstanding
debt. In with the dollar the international reserve currency, the absorption of so much dollar-

denominated debx likely will require higher U.S. interest rates than otherwise occur,

mmlecoum‘udeﬂﬁmm dﬂvc::dolhrbux..mu:dﬂm:ofmm
v summer when the Treasury has a major end-of-quanter refunding.
Further mugdonsmummmumnmmmmummmmqu




1985:¢ 19852 19853 19854 19861 19862 1986:3 1986:4 1987:1
B8 Nominal Trade Balance (FOBICVS, NSAP s Real Trads Balonce (NIA Basis, 1982 Dollars, SA)

* FOB = Free on Board; CVB = Customs Value Basis.
Source: Burean of the Consus, Buraau of Ecomomic Analyels

Chart 7
Nominal and Real Merchandise Trade Balance:
Manmufactured Goods®
(Bikons of Dollars, Quarterly Averages st Annwal Rates)

'1” ettt
1985:1 19652 19153 19854 1966:1 19962 19863 19064 19870

D Nominal Trade Balance (FOBICVS, NSAP™ " Real Trade Balance (NIA Basis, 1982 Dollars, SA)

¢ Expors are non-agriculiurel; imports are non-petrolsum.
*  FOB=Fres on Board; CVB « Customs Vakue Sesls.

Source: Buresn of the Cansus, Buresn of Economic Analysis
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Table 8 -
Shearson Lehman " Alternative™ Forecast of the US. Economy and Financial Markets

June 22, 1987
(Probability=0.25)
"Stagnation”
Quarters Years
19&4 196711 19873 19673 19474 199k1 1906 1967 198 1O

Gross Natioaal Product-1962 Dotisrs 61 ITHS W49 QRS VS INLY 36750 34 37256 I
Assunl Rate of Change L1 48 (/%) al <14 -18 23 17 a3 20
Percsst Change Yeur Ago 20 23 22 15 0 a7 20 09 06 30
UGS US U402 USLE M2 U0 4187 24493 24651 U994
Asuusl Rate of Cheage 04 11 16 06 1.0 a3 41 13 T3 14
- Susiness Fixed Iavestment 4518 MUE3 M2 2 @81 au 6S67 356 ks s
Ansual Rate of Cheage 30 A7 26 52 46 -1 -10 29 34 a“
Constraction 197 1973 1936 1903 1885 1970 140 1919 1844 1880
Isvestory lavestment -8 07 213 110 27 3 ] & 222 40 37
Net Bxports 400 1337 1302 1254 1308 192 <1478 1300 1267 - 1194
3486 353 320 3407 M58 M6 1822 X460 3420 WS
Assanl Rats of Change 82 M2 83 109 (3] 13 27 L1 18 08
Siste snd Loosl Goversment 407 448 48 U9 242 448 Q54 13 s
Aamnl Rate of Qheage 11 40 27 -23 Q7 01 43 5 Qa7 32
Industrial Production (1977=1.000) 129% 1260 1368 120 12600 1248 1251 1266 1236 1264
Aamnl Rate of Change 29 29 a0 a3 -28 A7 10 12 14 212
Housing Starts (Mil. Units) 1701 179 1405 1480 1991 1481 1819 1568 1521 1609
Auto Sales-Total (VAL Unies) 1ns 93 &7 90 0 2 116 19 ()] 104
Rate-Clivilies (%) 68 &7 63 a3 [%) () 10 [$} 74 14

Federsl Dudget Surpive _
Unified (Quarnacly Rate, NSA, FY) 4 36 BT -S89 JE M7 -207 2108 2519 418
Implick Price Defiator (RCH) a? @2 $3 3 ) L] 87 26 kY ) 47 34
CP1- AR Urbea (SCH) b4 3 62 [ 37 (<} 19 44 LA ] 3%
PPI-Plaished Coods (%CH) 23 12 5 &1 [ Y [ ) -14 32 52 27
Hourty Barnings (SCH) 29 20 22 20 L 8] W 24 22 28 21
Tinde-Weighted Exchengs Rate 1007 0971 0937 080 082 OT9 1060 0895 0820 0852
Asmml Rate of Change 43 201 133 287 718 43 167 184 54 3
Maerchendios Trads Beleass (Rile. $%) A71S -1689  -1582 1308 1534 1500 1663 1578 -1%S  -1187
Corporste Profits Aflertax. (Bils. 3'%) 145 1358 I13R1 1409 196 1366 140 1386 1323 197}
Porcent Change Your Ago 3 10 72 37 -34 (7] 20 M 43 36
Adjusted Profis Afesx (Blls. $'9 1961 2086 2081 2064 2052 2019 1971 2048 2089 2073
Percsat Cheage Yeer Ago 6 14 48 43 48 Q8 “ LY ] Qa? [T
Raal Disposshie Income (Blls. $'9 29966 24121 259 268 24101 26043 20023 2029 2683 2TRI
Aasuol Rate of Change 14 24 48 k73 23 14 29 00 28 2
Porvonst Seviag Rate (%) 6 1] 3 2 il 33 39 29 39 2
M2 (Bik. 9% T86 U203 28201 28411 NS 20903 e UNS 00O 2200
Ansusl Rete of Chaage L1 &8 0 30 47 23 LU 34 52 [}
Prime Rawe (%) 7% 7% LIS 908 1000 1080 £ 14 1012 L6
Pedonl Rands Rate (%) 67 62 615 &Il 8 &M a8 187 2 &%
3-Mosth B (%) 53 S M 18 M 1M s 661 18 6%
10-Yoar Treaswy Nose (%) 1% 119 &0 v 1078 1087 768 S0 1017 &M
30-Year Treaswry Boad (%) 73 74 M8 1021 1O4 M 780 936 1097 846
New AAA-Bquiv. Corposste Bos. » (%) L0 [ 81} 278 1M 1210 un & 103 un | 811
Boad Duyer index (%) M &8 19 2 10m I8l 1 7T s A%
S&P 500 index of Common Sicoks T 29T 20931 22T IS8 MRS UAS D617 IO INSE 26093
Assusl Rate of Chenge 1 s €S 169 A7 13 U8 148 03 08
Earnings Por Shase - SAP 300 (%) 296 401 391 A 4 4B 1448 1712 1633 162
Porcsat Chengs Yeer Ago A1 170 24 129 @3 Al 49 182 48 Q7
168 185 186 172 45 142 16 172 163 167




1. Litte improvement in foreign trade for the U.S,, with imparts continuing 10 rise and exports not very
much changed.

2. ‘The dollar drops shasply lower, down almost 15% by early next year,

3. Inflation gets much worse, indo the 6% 10 7% range, on a quanerly average basis.

4. Interest rates rise sharply, from a much lower dollar, higher inflation, and several increases in the discount
™e,

S. The stock market falls sharply, with the Dow-Jones down 10 around 1,850,

6. Consumer spending fades with weak real incorne, highér interest rates, anu stock market declines, cutting
back oot autos and other spending.

7. Mmmmmumnﬂ

8.  As aresult, the U.S, industrial sector remains weak and business capital spending keeps declining. Tax
reform is a further depressant on this area.

9. There is new fallout on manufacturing, mining and agricultwe. Failures pick up.

10. The rest-of-the-worid also suffers a downturn, further depressing the U.S. economy.

11, The Rederal budget deficit worsens and is much higher than in the Baseline.

12, The unemployment rate moves sharply higher, almost reaching 8% in lms 1988.

13. The negative patierns in the economy continue weil im0 1988, before beginning 10 reverse.

14, mmmum:mmh‘;aophmlmmmxm.wmumn.mam
growth.

Muwl.lmﬂmuwmwwkmmwmmmmm
rose considerably,

mmmmmmmmﬁnm n;wwldlikolyfldelnﬂn
mmkmlimom,hlﬂ interest hswekmmﬂ;!:d ke dollar and

inflation would momﬂpollcy turn hurting economymon ppudlin;
currencies in J. ng:mywouldn to weakea the economies in the rest-of-the-world. The
end result be all economies sinking together, slowly receding into a recession.

Oddlonmdumdom ximately 1-in-4, leaving a 1-in-10 shot at a better than in
B8 dotoario s appro. y ving performance

U.S. Monetary and Fiscal Policy—In a Dilemma
mwmmmmuammmm

ey
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For the Federal Reserve, potential additional weakness in the dollar and/or higher inflation suggest
higher interest rates than otheswise would be the case, despite the risk to the economy. With inflation
4% Swghma compared to past ¢ ﬁmodmhninmolwommunk
could llownd rmomwypolicy But the risk o mh.poﬂcymummfotﬂwmm
membership of the Federal Reserve, concerned about wide recession. The
hntﬂuhlmlfmmylndwsmﬁmm mnlcl‘yomyodwrcewdbmknﬁmﬂn
dmulnpwus business ¢ uubleofunwilli monetary policy in the early
mguofanlnﬂuion,immd. mvnituntillhelnﬂ away. In previous episodes, this
hope has been a pipedream.

For fiscal policy, the dilemma is a future one. How will fiscal policy be used in the next recession when
deficits are already s0 hi Mtdnmlmunmauoﬁhemxzu.smmmunukelyin

.a situstion of near $200 billion deficits. kindohlowdowuindnUSwouJ xi dm
ven

higher deficits. High«deﬁdu.inmm. to prop interest rates, keeping the de
interest outlays are the third ! mpfyof federal ;ovmmcxm ficits ris::ﬁ
and any rind of slowdown, ulunvillhndlybeponibb.'lb of the past may

insure a difficult downturn, when and if one cocurs.

Mon-—Polk&tbe to Sustained Expansion
Business expansions notllf:’m Sooner or later, some sort of & downturn muust oocur,

For the U.S. economy, the processes that lead to a recession do seem to have ticking away;
pﬂndpllly.lmoccalcndonoﬂnﬂdon.d labor markets, diminishing slack in the industrial
sector, and rising interest rates. The issue is when, not whether, 8 recession will occur, unless some
new magic formula is discovered J«nﬂuWuhinmn.BomndTokyowmhdndghpoucy

choices at the right time through the

Unfortunately, achieving the necessary combination of policies 10 sustain the expansioa is not a simple,
wﬁgwm:’;dw.SMymm.l'dmpb‘ﬂymeMm large reductions in the
budget deficit when the U.S. economy was mum'mudmdnamghwudom.
A year-and-a-half ago, s much tighter 1: easier monetary policy might
hnvedomdnuick.ndm;hhdmi mdntwinotho mlxwouldnothavcbeenmmy‘

Now, much of the same medicine as before is required, but the rest-of-the-world, especially Ja
Germany, are involved and simultancous changes of policies must occur there as well to o any

mmxﬁngpolmforpolicymnnednuoxmbnlminm budget deficit reductions than
Congress and the President are eonwmnin!,3 pmuoﬁ. oxists, with
agreement on the current deficit reduction plan of 7 billion appearing emdmplm
insufficient to remove the risks of trouble later. Somcssowlloamlmofdcﬁmm&wtion.us
nal tax rates, seems of ease of would be to
Syl e e, s ey b el
immadeddedsmnﬁom mﬁumdhiﬂmalimmmmln
Mh&gmmm&:um&mmmwxudmww&ng
offsetting re abroad, can restore the necessary
balance for cutrency stability and yoﬁ.
Mﬂnwuniulydifﬂeult.hﬁnd cooperation and coordination in the United States and across
mnm«m?m'nmm t is not bcyoaddnndmofpoulbimy.hmybobcyondu

-
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Senator SARBANES [presiding]. Thank you very much, Mr. Sinai.
Mr. Ratajczak, please proceed.

STATEMENT OF DONALD RATAJCZAK, DIRECTOR, ECONOMIC
FORECASTING CENTER, GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY

Mr. RaTtasczak. Thank you very much. I'm going to try to coi-

lapse some of my prepared statement.

is year began actually with two offsetting events. The first
event was a substantial shift in purchasing patterns as a result of
the tax changes. We in fact had a movement of purchasing power
into the fourth quarter on automobiles and also on capital goods
becauze of the tax law changes.

This, in turn, increased orders and encouraged the manufactur-
ing sector, which was starting to see a buildup of orders and ex-
ports, to build up inventories. They also had one other factor en-
couraging inventory rebuilding and that was in August of last year
industrial material prices started to increase. We had been on a de-
cline in industrial material prices for more than 2 years, but there
definitely were signs of increasing, and as short-term interest rates
were still declining modestly, this significantly lowered the cost of
holding goods in inventory. So we did start to see a little bit of in-
ventory accumulation taking place as the year began. One of my
surprises for the year was inc: 2ased production by the automobile
industry. I simply don’t understand why they were producing for
an 11 million car demand when all of the forecasts said something
like 10.2 to 10.3 million, but they did produce for the higher sales
levels. The result was an excess supply of automobiles early in the
year. It did sharply increase the first quarter’'s GNP estimate, but
clearly that kind of GNP growth is not sustainable and we will see
a slowing in GNP when the second quarter results come in.

One other area that hasn’t been discussed is the construction in-
dustry. It’s not a surprise. Again, part of this is tax law changes
which significantly reduced incentives to develop construction
ahead of demand. We have been developing construction signifi-
cantly ahead of demand over the past several years. As a result,
there now has been a significant slowing, initially hitting the
rental properties but now with the latest F.W. Dodge contracts
showing an 8 percent decline, drifting over into the nonresidential
activities as well.

We expect up to a 9-month la% between the decline in contracts
and decline in activity. As a result, we are saying that construction
spending for nonresidential activity will remain strong through
1987, but will weaken toward the end of the year and be a definite
declining factor in 1988.

The other economic surprise which had an impact upon construc-
tion was the increase in interest rates early in the year. As Mr.
Sinai has mentioned, most forecasters actually expectéd interest
rates would rise in the second half of the year, but most had antici-
gated further declines in the first half of the year. The reason I

ad assumed a decline early in the spring was because we expected
that oil prices could not hold at $18 a barrel unless the OPEC na-
tions showed greater resolve in restraining production that they
had shown in the past. Well, the OPEC nations have fooled us and
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have shown greater resolve and, as a result, oil prices are higher at
the present time than we had anticipated.

That led to the higher inflationary pressures than we had expect-
ed. That, in turn, r a lag, led to a significant bout of inflation-
ary jitters that hit the commodity markets in April and May and
had a decided adverse effect on the financial markets, at least the
bond markets. The stock market didn’t worry too much about this
movement, but the bond markets were a little bit upset and inter-
est rates moved higher. Mortgage rates, which were 8.5 percent in
March, are now at 10.5 percent in June. So we did have a signifi-
cant reversal of interest rates.

That increase in interest rates is now showing its effect upon
housing activity. Our current outlook is for single family starts to
fall to the vicinity of 1.1 million in 1988. However, the sales levels
that came out in May would generate somewhat lower starts than
that. I do think there was some shifting of activity in that May
figure to accentuate the degree of weakness, but nevertheless, we
are talking about a housing market that has defmitegy geaked and
is now declining and will be declining certainly into 1988.

Considering the decline in construction and the excess invento-
ries, what is going to keep us moving forward over the next year?
Here, I have to express the same issues that were expressed by the
other presenters. The trade sector is definitely improvinf, and is

_ going to be a significant contributor to economic activity. It has al-
ready been a significant contributor to economic activity, although
I would point out that at least on the import side, some of that sup-
posed slowing in the volume of imports is the result of oil compa-
nies reducing their inventory holdings under the belief that oil
prices couldn’t go higher or stay at current levels. In April, the last
month we have statistics for, we imported 168 million barrels of oil.
Under our current consumption and production levels, we probably
-will need 210 million barrels a month of foreign imported oil to
maintain our current energy requirements.

As oil inventories start to build, we will see at least that one
component of imports picking up.

So I do think that some of the improvement in the trade ac-
counts was a little bit stronger early on than could be anticipated
over the next few months and, of course, now the dollar is rising a
little bit so that may slow down some other factors.

I would also mention several reasons why I don’t think we're
going to get a dramatic reversal in our trade accounts. We will get
a positive one, enough to offset the negatives on construction and
some slowing that I anticipate in consumer activity, but the rest of
the world is not growing that rapidly. There are a few strong
growth countries such as Taiwan and Korea, but the bulk of the
world is growing in the vicinity of 2.6 percent and some countries,
such as Germany, appear to be growing at a lower rate than that.

With such relatively low rates of growth, the world is not able to
significantly absorb a dramatic increase in American goods, regard-
less of the competitive structure of the American industry. We
need stronger growth abroad to get our export activity up above a
7 to 8 percent real growth gzth.

In addition, of course, I believe any restraint of trade flows into
the United States will generate some degree of retaliation. If that
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does occur, we would not be talking about the dramatic increases
in our trade accounts that we all hope will develop and keep us in
a relatively healthy economy.

Overall, the factors involved, include: some slowing in consumer
activity from the 4.1 percent growth of 1986 to about 2 percent in
1987 and 2.5 percent in 1988, the slowing in housing, consumer cap-
ital spending grograms are expected to grow only. 2 percent after
inflation in 1987 as compared to 4.1 percent last year.

I do expect a little further increase in inventory investment in
the second half the X:ar after we get our automobile inventories
back into balance. a result, we are talking about 3. percent
growth in 1987, not surprisingly different from the other numbers
that were talked about.

However, my one concern is that as we turn around inventories
from a rigid, tight, liquidating position to an accumulating position,
partially as a result of an increase in industrial material prices,
and if we do not allow the natural adjustment process of the econo-
my to work, which is that short-term interest rates move upward
to reduce the profitability of holding speculative inventories, then
in fact we could get more growth for 3 to 6 months, but then will
get unbalanced growth with excessive inventory holdings. The
result is that we would then set up a condition for a potential eco-
nomic decline.

I think there is a realistic possibility that this could occur be-
cause industrial material prices, while they are moderating under
the most recent indices, are still up. significantly even from the
April and May levels. There is some potential for the beginning of
speculative inventory holding.

A word about inflation. I agree with most of the comments that
were made. Basically the inflation of the first half was a bit unusu-
al, caused by energy price rebounds and a flareup in meat prices
which should be looked at in the long term as healthy. Not that
meat prices rising are healthy, but rather that what spawned the
increase in meat prices was the feeling by livestock raisers that
there was greater profitability in raising animals and, as a result,
they withheld some animals from slaughter. This decreased the
amount of animals coming to slaughter just as the barbeque season
started, so as a result, we had intensifying meat price increases.
- But clearly we will have more animals available late in the year or
learly next year. As a result, meat prices should moderate a little
ater on. -

There is one factor, however, that I think needs to bear some
commentary. Wages, which unquestionably have been very modest
in their rate of increase, I feel—and everything that I've done econ-
ometrically suggests—-—responds with a lag to the inflationary out-
look or the inflationary condition. What has been happening is
that a lot of the wages for this year really were budgeted based
upon the inflation rate of last year, with the result that we have
this very low wage base unquestionably holding down and restrain-
ing inflation over the second half of this year. Next year we do
exqect that wage budgets will be fatter in response to the higher
inflation rates we've had this year. As a result, we will shift into
some wage induced inflationary pressures.
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Responding to some of the comments in the letter, some of the
favcrable outcomes I think could occur is that first of all, some-
thing might happen to respond to Latin American markets and as
a result our trade balances could improve. That something is not
yet apparent as we are still writing down the previous lending that
we’ve given to Latin America. But if we can get stronger growth in
our traditional markets abroad this would significantly improve
our trade accounts. -

In addition, there’s a potential, although I think it’s a very small
potential, of getting greater economic stimulus out of Germany. I
do think that Japan is engaging in increased stimulative programs.

The Broblem we now have with Japan is that we are not directly
benefiting from the increased domestic demand that is being gener-
ated in Japan. It does appear that most of the imports that are
coming into Japan are coming from cther trading partners, not
from the United States. But it does look as if Japan is stimulating
- its economy. - .
Germany, however, appears to believe that its current rate of - --
_ growth, which is less than 2 percent, is appropriate for the country
anlq it is difficult to tell other countries what to do with their own
policy. . : "

‘Nevertheless, it is possible that trade could perform better than
we have expected and I think that’s one of the positive factors

-~ holding out for next year. ' ’ -
- The unfavorable potential? I think there are several, some of -
which haven’t been fully talked about. Clearly, I expect that con-
struction will replace energy as the recession industry of 1987 and
early 1988. One of the reasons why we haven’t had a major reces-
sion in this economy and indeed have had this relatively long ex-
pansion is because we've had roﬂin‘% industry recessions. We had a

- manufacturing recession in 1985. We had an energy recession in
1986 and in the second half of 1987 we're going to have a construc-
tion recession.’ ‘

Indeed, if we continue to find independent candidates for this, we
could probably pursue a 2.5 to 3 percent overall rate of growth for
some time to come. However, the people in those industries are
going to be a little bit upset about the type of economy that’s being
generated.

Nevertheless, the construction recession is starting to develop. It
did develop slowly at first, but it is intensifying at’the present
time: "As I said, with about a 9-month lag, we will see significant
declines in nonresidential construction activity. We are already
seeing significant declines in housing activity.

‘This decline in construction, however, could have longer and
more difficult impacts than other declines. To the extent that it is
heavily financed, construction values are important in the portfo-
lios of a lot of financial institutions. If those values decline signifi-
cantly, and they have already declined to some extent, we could
have further weakness in our financial structure. I would say that
that is our primary problem facing us. The financial sector clearly

______is not as strong as we would like it to be at the present time. It has
already handled energy and foreign loans and it looks like it has
some construction loan problems to deal with. We already have
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some difficulties with the FSLIC and there is some potential for
problems developing there.

I do think that we're on top of these issues and the problems are
not going to develop as significantly as they otherwise would.

Now I'd like to end by discussing my policy suggestions. I agree
with the other economists that we do need to reduce our govern-
ment deficits. I think we need to reduce these partially because I
am a bit disturbed that we are a debtor nation, not that debt itself
is a negative device, it matters how you use debt. But indeed, all
the evidence shows that what really has happened is that because
of the Government deficits, domestic savings have declined and it's -
been the foreign capital flows that have made up for this weakness
in domestic savings. There hasn’t been any enhancement of our in-
vestment activity taking place. If we had enhanced investment ac-
tivity, that would be positive and mean that we would have posi-
tive effects to repay that deficit. '

Because we do have this savings-investment imbalance, we need
to._reduce that deficit, reduce the claims that the Government is
placing upon the savings pool. So I very definitely think that defi-
cit reduction is in order.

Any revenue-raising programs that may be necessary to lower
government borrowings should be more designed to reduce con-
sumgtion rather than slow production. Concerns about increasing
tax burdens for the needy can always be addressed by increasing a
low income tax credit in the income tax codes. :

I think when people look at these things, and look at one individ-
ual tax system, it is true you get to the problem of regressive
versus progressive. It certainly is not difficult by working through
two or three different tax inistruments to get both a deficit reduc-
tion program, a reduction program in consumer orientation, and
one that is not regressive in nature. : ‘

Some trade legislation may be desirable to provide the executive
branch with bargaining tools in order to negotiate increased access
to foreign markets. Legislation that protects American industry
from more efficient production abroad should be avoided. Any
quotas that may temporarily be negotiated should be executed by
some sale of import licenses so that the U.S. Treasury and not our
competitors’ corporate treasuries receive gains from access to our
markets under such conditions.

At the present time, if we establish a quota, what it means is
that the people who have access to the American markets get
undue profits and, therefore, create the next series of products to
hit us over the head with. : : :

The Federal Reserve should, after considering the health of the
financial system as its No. 1 priority, place restraint of inflation as
its No. 2 priority. I do not agree with some of the discussion that
the Federal Reserve is responsible at the Eresent time for providing
significant economic expansion. I really think that monetary policy
is not a good instrument for stimulating real economic activity,
and that the primary concern of the Federal Reserve should be in’
controlling inflation. And when inflation becomes excessive, as it
did early this year, it may be necessary for them to act in an ap-
propriate manner to reduce the speculative concerns. .
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Well, I'll end my comments there and I appreciate being asked to
provide my views.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Ratajczak follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF DONALD RATAJCZAK : .

1 greatly asppreciate being invited to offer testimony on the state of our
economy at midyear.

Inventory Building Started the Year

As the year began, tax law changes already had caused substantial shifts in
purchasing patterns for capitsal goods and consumer durables. As a result, final
demand was enhanced by more than $12 billion in the fourth quarter at the
expense of the first quarter. Manufacturers, who had been liquidating
inventories throughout J986, began rebuilding inventories as a result of this
unexpected increase in fourth quarter final demand. Moreover, industrial
materials prices had ended their decline in August and were rising sharply in
the fall. Thus, the cost of storing inventories was falling, as short-term
interest rates continued to decline modestly. Automobile producers also

increased inventory sharply in the first quarter.

Also the dollar's decline, which had persisted for more than a year but had

only begun to influence import prices in the third quarter of 1986, began to
The narrowing of the trade

United States, further encouraging inventory accumulation and spawning
increased capital spending activity. As a result, the industrial production
index rebounded in the first six months and is now nearly 3% above previous year
levels. Although manufacturing employment is only two thousand above a year
ago, the trend now appears to be upward both for manufacturing employment and

activity.

An anticipated reduction in construction also arriﬁea in the first hiif;
although the decline in nonresidental construction continues to be milder than

expected while the slump in multi-family starts appears to have developed more

rapidly than expected. Many nonresidential construction projects require a much
longer development period. Thus, the restraint of the tax measures upon office
contruction probably will be delayed until the last months of 1987 and 1988.
Even so, inflation adjusted construction expenditures should decline by more

than 3% in 1987.

Economic Surprises

Economic surprises during the first half of this year include the excessive
first quarter production schedule of the automobile industry, the April surge in
interest rates, and the inflation jitters in May that have since diminished.

Why automobile production was so vigorous early in 1987 is wunclear.
Perhaps, the industry desired to display significant supplies of all models to

_.8low the growth of imports stimulate exports.
deficit in inflation adjusted Tirms aided incressed industriaml wctivity—in—the————
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stimulate sales. Producing for 11 million sales when 10.3 million was a more
realistic projection led to significant auto inventories that are gradually
being reduced in the second and third quarters. Even now current production
schedules prevent bloated inventories from expanding further. As automobile
financing and pricing incentives, are removed,production must fall further
during the third quarter. End of model year discounted financing incentives

again may be used to sell excess automobiles.

Sharp increases in inventory investment during the winter months would have
caused interest rates to increase significantly except the Federal Reserve chose
to sccommodate this increased activity. (Money growth slowed, but increasing
short~term interest rates reduced the desire to hold short-term liquidity in
checkable depoisits. As a result, a shift- away from money based assets
apparently was more than sufficient to account for the reduced growth of money
aggregates.) During April, further dollar weakness raised rised inflationary
concerns in the financial markets. A modest tightening in monetary policy and a
substantial increase in inflationary fears led to sharp interest rates in April

and early May.

Rising inflationary concerns continued through the middle of May, when
unjustified fear about drought in the midwest caused commodity prices to rise
sharply. Fortunately, the drought fears were premature and the interest rates
have since come down. Nevertheless, for the first time since 1984 increasing

inflationary worries were being expressd by many investors.

A e

In comparision to my own forecast at the beginning of this year interest
rates currently are higher than had been anticipated 8.5% yields on government
bonds was not expected until early in 1988. The dollar also was weaker than had
been expected, although this only accelerates the decline I had anticipated
later this year. Of course, the weaker dollar has helped to improve trade
balances more rapidly than had been anticipated. In particular, exports of
American goods have improved more than had been anticipated. However, these

"adjustments are relatively modest and do not significantly alter the economic

conditions that have been emerging for some time.

Outlook

For the next four quarters I see a significant slowing in consumer support
for economic expansion. Automobile sales may rise slightly in the second half,
as they were unusually depressed by sale shifts early in the first quarter.
However, reduced housing activity will take its toll upon furniture and
applisnce sales during the second half of this year. Also, wages are growing
less than 3% while inflation duirng the first five months has increased at a
5.4% pace. This exhaustion of purchasing power will slow the volume of sales in
the nondurable and service sectors. Consumer spending is expected to grow only

2% after inflation in 1987 as compared to 4.1% last next.

Although the household sector will experience reduced income taxes in 1988
as marginal tax rates are reduced to 15 and 28 percent, low income households
may actually face increased tax burdens as a result of the rise in social
security taxes next. Savings, which are currently at 3.5%1 are not expected to
fall any lower, especially as the dramatic increase in asset values that
encouraged reduced savings will be more difficult to acheive in the the economic
climate I see in 1988. Thus, consumer spending probably will remain at a

relatively subdued 2.5% after inflation next year,
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Multi-family units will be started at less than 500,000 for the remaidner
of this year as compared to 635,000 last year. No significant rebound in rental
units is expected in 1988. Single-family housing units are not as adversely
impascted by the new tax laws as rental properties, but they are affected by the
abililty of new families to afford housing units. Risibg mortgage rates during
the spring have reduced the affordability of housing, while significant price
increases in the strong regions of the country, such as New England and the Mid
Atlantic’ States, have further diminished the ability to purchase housing.
Despite relatively promising starts during the first four months, that single-
family starts will average only 1.15 million for the year. A decline to the

vicinity of 1.1 million is currently expected for 1988.

Despite relatively good nonresidential construction acting early this year,
definite declining trend in office end shopping center activity will not be
offset by any modest improve next in industrial constuction. The construction
component of otner structures will be falling for the remainder of this year and
also will fall by more than the 5% after adjustment for inflation in 1988.

Fortunately, the energy component of other structures is beginning to
rebound. Although active rig counts are less than 100 above their low point a
modest upward trend appears to be developing. Petroleum prices remain several
dollars too low to stimulate significant exploration while natural gas prices
also currently provide few incentives for exploration. However, prospects for
rising energy prices ahead is beginnig to generate a modicum of exploration
activity. When this improvement is combined with weakness in construction, the
other structures component of fixed investment should show & modest downward

dpift over the next two years.

improving export opportunities and the reduction of import
penetration are beginning to stimulate capital appropriations. Also, the slump
in the computer and semiconductor industries appears to be diminishing. After
inflation, spending on plant and equipment should increase nearly 3% this year
and should also show satisfactory rates of expansion in 1988.

Fortunately,

However, the largest area of improvement will be in the trade accounts.
Adjusted for inflation, net exports already have improved from a $163 billion
defict last summer to a deficit of less than $134 billion in the winter months,
Further improvement to a deficit of only $112 billion by the end of 1987 and an
average of a $90 billion deficit trade in 1988 is anticipated. More rapid
improvement is not expected because of several impediments to improving trade
positions. First, oil imports have been unusually low as domestic inventories
of crude petroleum have declined. Despite the need for more than 2.5 billion
barrels of imported oil a year given our country's current consumption and
production conditions, or nearly 210 million barrels a month, only 168 million
arrived in April, the last reported month. O0i]l imports almost certainly will
rise in the months ahead. Second, many of our trading partners are not
expanding their economies very rapidly. Economic growth in the OECD continues
to slow to a rate of less than 2.5% while the German economy may grow only 1.5%.
At the same time, the debt crisis in Latin America continues to keep that
continent from rebuilding its imports of American goods. Third, any significant
le,islation that restrains trade flowing into the United States almost certainly
will be followed by similar trade restraint programs in other industrialized
countries. This could jeapordize the modest expasion in export activity.
Fourth, the dollar already has fallen to levels that reestablish American
cmpetitiveness in many of the industrialized countries of the world.
Nevertheless, the dollar could fall further as foreign investors become
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concerned about the magnitude of dollar based sssets they are holding in their
portfolios. The downside potential for the dollar is almost suddenly less than
102 unless cost conditions begin deteriorating in the United States relative to
our competitors. At the present time, manufacturing costs in the United States
are growing more slowly before currency adjustment than in any of the other

industrialized tountries. -

the above projections “lead to economic
expansion of slightly more than 2.5% for the next 18 months. Prior to
sccumulating ‘inventories during the first quarter, manufacturers had been
liquidating inventories for much of the past two years while wholesalers and
retailers masintained s relatively constant relationship between their inventory
holdings and their sales activities. Falling 1industrial prices greatly
penalized companies who held excess inventories while unutilized capacity
assured immediate delivery if inventories became unexpectedly lean. Early this
year, by contrast, deliveries began being delayed while industrial prices began
rising. Not surprisingly, manufacturers began accumulating inventories.
Inventories are continuing to be accumulated at midyear. This shift from
liquidation to accumulation alread, has added significantly to economic activity
in the first quarter and should continue to add to industrial activity over he
next twelve months. Thus, with aid of inventory accumulations, the economy will

probably grow 3% in the next twelve morths.

Of course, if another bout of inflationary jitters leads to rising prices
for industrial materials, and if-the-Federal Reserve-again restrain the natural
increase in short-term interest rates that would temper any speculative
inventory holdings, more rapid economic growth could be acheived temporarily.
Needless to say, such a failure to react to increasing industrial inflation
could lead to the economic excesses that procede economic declines.

Excluding inventory investments,

Inflation

Fortunately, inflationary fears have exceeded inflation potential in recent
months. The dollar's decline has created double-digit price gains for imports
and these increases have been enhanced by a rebound in energy prices, but wage
costs have remained remarkably subdued. In May, the hourly earnings index was
only 2.2% above previous year levels. Wage compensation per hour worked will
increase less than 3% this year, less than the increase in 1986. Although
productivity gains continue to prove disappointing, labor costs are rising only
slightly more than 2% per unit of goods and services produced. The higher
import prices, increased energy costs, rebounding meat prices, and higher price
markups than normally develop as inflationary psychology intensifies can only
push the inflation rate to less than 4% relative to 1986 averages.

However, much of the wage moderation this year is the result of unusually
favorable inflationary performance last year. Which the surge in energy and
meat prices, which contributed to to the 5.4% increase in the CPI during the
first five months will not add appreciably to inflation later this year,
increasing wage pressures in response to that inflationary episode will generate
higher inflation rates over the next twelve months than have been experienced
over the past four years. Wage compensation will be further increased by social
security tax increases next January. Even without minimum wage legislation,
which would further exert upward pressures upon the entire wage scale, as
seasoned workers would seek to maintain their traditional wage differential
relative to entrance level workers, wage compensation per hour could be
expanding nearly 5% next year. Unless productivity gains rebound significantly,
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and productivity normally performs poorly when infaltionary pressures begin to
intensify, inflation approaching 5% may be in store for 1988.

Favorable Outcomes

The most favorable surprise would be more rapid improvement in our trade -

In order for that to be achieved, however,

increased purchasing power must flow to Latin America or the other
industrialized nations must grow more rapidly than currently projected. Japan
is making an effort to increase growth of its monetary aggregates and stimulate
its domestic economy through spending and tax initiatives, but American
producers are not significantly benefiting from increased economic sctivity in
Japan. Germany continues to accept its current econmomic policies even though

they are generating less than 2% growth in that country.

Of course, better management of resources, especially in the service
sector, could lead to increased productivity gains. Traditionally, companies
have been less prone to minimize costs when inflationary pyschology is
intensifying, as they can meet profit objectives through greater price markup,
unless they are facing significant competition. As the dollar declines in value,
manufacturing faces reduced foriegn competition. Nevertheless, better
productivity performance than has occurred in the past could reduce inflationary
prospects in the second half of this year. Interest rates could then fall
significantly and capitsl spending could grow more rapidly than expected.
Furthermore, reduced inflation would lead to greater consumer spending. Indeed,
economic activity probably would increase sufficiently to insure undiminished
employment growth. Clearly, this is the upside surprise I would like to see,

but see no evidence that it is developing.

deficit than envisioned here.

Unfavorable Outcomes

One of the major downside risks is that the excess construction product that
currently exists in virtually all the metropolitian areas in the United States
exerts sufficient reductions in the value of real estate tr undermine the loans
of financial institutions and seriously restrict the financing of new
construction projects. As a result, the construction slump could develop more
quickly and begin to undermine the ability of financial institutions to serve
their role as an efficient intermediary. As banks already jeapordized bypoor
loans abroad, agricultural problems, and energy loan problems, the downward
cascading real estate values could lead to a relatvely severe financial crisis.
However, many of the real estate properties that are subject to such price

declines already have experienced some price weakness.

Certainly, further problems with loans to developing countries and even
significant corporate failures could lead to undesirable financial consequences.
The corporate and financial sectors of the economy are less capable of handling

adverse financial conditions than in the past.

Although speculative inventory investments temporarily would increase
industrial activity, the downside risk associated with this condition more than
offset any favorable short term benefits provided by more rapidly growing

economy .

Finally, one of the primary sources of economic growth over the next two
years will be improving trade balances. A substantial past of this improvement
will be from of expanding exports. Any movements worldwide to shrink the

Py
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attractiveness of world trade will substantially undermine the relatively modest
economic expansion we currently are enjoying. Some of the trade legislation
currently being considered by this Congress, whether or not justified by
previous performance by our trading partners, could encourage trade retaliation

from abroad.

Policy Suggestions

Unfortunately, large government deficits are reducing the policy flexibilty
that gevernment ought to have to respond to changing economic conditions. The
dramatic trude deficit that has made the United States a significant debtor
nation must be slowed and eventually reversed. This requires an increase in our
industrial orientation and a relative reduction in our tendency to support
consumption. Reductions in the federal deficit will release resources to
industrial activity end return capital to foreign investors. Thus, a program of
continuing to reduce the government deficit should proceed.

Any revenue raising programs that may be necessary to lower goverment
borrowing should be designed to reduced consumption rather than slow production.
Concerns about increasing the tax durdens for the needy can always be addressed
by increasing a low income tax credit in the income tax codes. General sales
tax and excise tax programs are regressive if they are the only tax change

While some trade legislation may be desirable to provide the executive
branch with bargaining tools in order to negotiate increased access to foreign
markets, legislation that protects American Industry from and more efficient
production abroad should be avoided. Any quotas that may be temporarily
negotiated should be executed by the sale of import licences so that the US
Treasury and not our competitor's corporate treasurer will receive gains from

access to our markets under such conditions.

The Federal Reserve should to place the restraint of inflation as its most
important objective after the maintenance of a healthy financial system.
Enhanced economic growth certainly is desirable, but undo Federal Reserve easing
in order to achieve such an outcome is likely to fail. Recent, statements by
several Federal Reserve officiels which showed greater concern for economic
growth than for controlling inflation may have added to inflationary jitters.
Monetary expansion during a period of when inflation is beginning to intensify
may lead to a widening of the gap between finance charges and the inflationary
returns that can be gained from holding speculative inventories. More growth
could be achieved for a time, but economic imbalances created by such a policy
ultimately would lead to a correction and the decline would occur after increase
inflation had become embedded in the cost structure of American industry.

Moreover, corporations tend to be more eager to seek margin enhancements
rather than cost reductions in an infationary environment. This results in
reduced productivity gains further increasing inflationary conditions.
Legislation that might help increase the efficient allocation of resources
rether than a monetary policy that supports economic growth at the expense of

inflationary containment should be sought.

I hope my comments will aid you in your midterm review of the health of
the American economy. Thank you.
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Senator SARBANES. Well, gentlemen, thank you both. It's been a
long morning. We certainly appreciate the thought and the care
which have gone into these statements and we are very grateful to
both of R?u.

Mr. Ratajczak, I wanted to ask one question. In your prepared
statement you say you expect the trade account deficit to be $90
billion by next year.

Mr. Rarasczak. That'’s the end of next year and that is on a con-
stant dollar basis. That is not in current dollars. So it is not the
issue which will determine the amount of capital flows between our

country and other countries. ,
Senator SARBANES. Well, what do you expect it to be on a nomi-

nal basis?
Mr. Rarasczak. On a nominal basis, it will still be in the vicinity

of $140 billion.

Senator SARBANES. Well, what’s the benefit of using this kind of
figure to discuss the problem instead of $140 billion?

Mr. Ratasczak. Well, there are several problems you're looking
at. The issue we were looking at here is what is going to happen to
the use of American resources. And looking at the peak of $163 bil-
lion deficit,- that meant a significantly greater amount of displace-
ipent of American resources by imports than if we got to $90 bil-

ion.

It’s the resource displacement that determines the amount of job
creation or job loss in the overall economy and which leads directly
into GNP.

So if the question is, what is the impact of the trade deficit on
employment and on GNP, you want to consider inflation and
adjust the deficit,

f the question is, where is the dollar going and what’s going to
be happening to the desires of foreign investors to move into the
United States, you look at the nominal values.

So you need to look at different values for different questions
being raised.

Senator SARBANES. How much are we going to have to take out
of our future standard of living in order to service the enormous
geflzt t!’?lat is being held abroad as a consequence of our large trade

eficit?

Mr. RaTtasczak. Well, of course, we're still accumulating this
debt and, as I say, next year at a rate of about $140 billion—well,
that would be the trade deficit. We still have what we call a posi-
tive balance on our factor incomes, but that will be shrinking. We
will probably be borrowing somethinf on the order of another $120
billion from abroad next year. It will be shrinking, but it’s shrink-
ing at a relatively slow rate and indeed it’s going to be very hard to
get those capital borrowings from abroad down below $100 billion a
year. We could very well see our trade debt going up to a trillion
dollars by 1993. )

Senator SARBANES. Let me ask both of you, what are the implica-
tions of that for the standard of living in this country?

Mr. SiNAL Actually, near term, the net debtor position in terms
of the interest charges on our position as a portion of GNP is rela-
tively small. In fact, it would not become positive by our estimates
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until 1988. In 1990, we're talking about half a percent, at most 1
percent of GNP.

I think, though, when you add that to the high interest charges
on the Federal debt and combine them, you have historically quite
a high interest payment burden for the country on its outstanding
public debt and as a result of its net debtor position. We have been
a net creditor for so many years that when we ran surpluses and
had interest charges on what we earned abroad, it helped offset
what we had to pay on our Federal debt. That is no longer going to
be the case and the trend as it now stands is very negative.

Now the claim against the standard of living operates in insidi-
ous ways. For example, because we are running these large trade
deficits and big budget deficits, I think interest rates are consider-
ably higher than they would be otherwise. My own econometrically
based estimates would suggest that long-term interest rates are
easily 2 percentage points above what they would be if we were not
running these big budget and trade deficits—at least 2 percentage

ints. Translate that into mortgage rates and you're talking about

.5 or 3 percentage points. Translate that into monthly payments
for the typical American household and you get some idea of the
extra burden as it cuts into the standard of living in ierms of loan
repayments as a claim against current income. It is really very
considerable. ,

Senator SARBANES. I think this is an important point to develop.
The President is always talking about tax and tax and spend and
spend, but in fact, what the Reagan administration has been doin
is pursuing a policy of borrow and borrow and spend and spend.
And the implications of that I think for the standard of living are
extraordinarily serious. - ’

We'’ve had an enormous runup in debt of all sorts—private debt,
individual debt, corporate debt, and Federal debt. Then, of course,
there has been the deterioration of our status internationally,
where we've gone from being the largest creditor to the largest
debtor in 5 years’ time.

Mr. SiNAL In a way, it is a kind of tax. We cut taxes very sharp-
ly and for good reasons in the early years of the 1980’s. Part of that
resulted in very large budiet deficits which, in turn, given mone-
tary policy, produced much higher interest rates than otherwise
would have occurred which, in turn, produced an overvalued dollar
which, in turn, contributed to our loss of competitive position
abroad which, in turn, contributed to our trade deficit and growing
trade debt which, in turn, now gives us downward pressure in the
dollar with higher inflation and higher interest rates.

In a way, my own feeling is that the higher interest rates are
just another kind of tax which we have exchanged for the lower
tax rates that we have put into place from 1982 to 1987 and in
making a judgment as to whether it's good or bad there are differ-
ential impacts on individuals and businesses when you cut taxes
and when in exchan&e there is a tradeoff that shows up in higher
interest rates and differential behavior industry by industry in the

economy.
~It’s a little hard to make an overall judgment, but in the longer
run, no country can increasingly be in debt without having its cur-
rency come under pressure provided that competitors are compet-
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ing and doing fairly well. And eventually, it means austerity and
difficulties in the standard of living in one form or another.

I think the only question is when. In some instances in history, it
can be as long as 10 or 15 years. I couldn’t tell you that the chicken
really comes home to roost in 1 year or 2 or 3 or 5 or 8. It can be a
long time. But I think it’s an undesirable situation for any country.

-Just one other quick point, thinking back to what Mr. Sprinkel
said earlier or someone said about the desirability of investing in
the United States. Our net debtor position involves a great deal of
American IOU’s that foreign investors hold as they have lent to us
as we have spent more than we've saved. ‘

Also, there is more direct investment in real estate and in busi-
nesses by forei%'neci;westors in the United States. One can look at
that as a plus use we are such an attractive place to invest.
But you can also look at it as a negative because we do lose some
control over our own means of production as more and more of our
businesses are sold to foreign investors who increase their equity in
the United States.

So one way or another, this society will have to come to grips
with this defiic problem.

Senator SARBANES. Does either of you see anything significant
that came out of the Venice Summit?

Mr. Sina1 Well, I think it's a constructive road to be on and
better than not being on the road at all, which is some attempts,
although not satisfactory, for the major countries to establish a
way to coordinate policy in response to objective signals to sustain
world expansion.

To me, that is what has been constructive about the Venice
Summit and the various meetings. Nothing really tangible specifi-
cally was done at the Venice Summit other than the process
pushed further alo%.

Mr. Rarasczak. Well, I think what Allen Sinai is saying is that
the idea of economic summitry is good and talking together is good.
The Venice Economic Summit was nothing special as an economic

summit.
While there was some ideas expressed in terms of coordinating

activity based upon various indicators, there wasn’t any rule estab-
lished so that there is no evidence that any coordinated activity -
will be forthcoming. : ,

But nevertheless, talking about coordinated activity is probably
useful and I do think that we have received some macroeconomic
response from Japan as a result of the pressures leading up to the
Venice Economic Summit. There is no evidence that there’s been
any response from Germany. .

nator SARBANES. I think those summits are becoming extrava-
anzas, and the hard work that ought to be done in-terms of care-
ul develoKment of & coordinated economic policy is-not being done.
We have had a shift away from the use of establisled institutions
for coordinating economic policy—OECD and other forums through
which we’ve worked—and, of course, this administration, to some
extent, has gone off unilaterally or bilaterally in dealing with
world economic problems instead of developing a careful coordina-
tion. This thing has become a media extravaganza.
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Mr. Sinar You could save a lot of government money and pri-
vate sector money by accomplishing what goes on there in smaﬁer
committees. I don’t like meetings myself. I can think of other ways
to spend my time.

Senator SARBANES. Let me ask you another question. How do we
ggt out of the straitjacket that we've ﬁut ourselves in, in terms of

ing able to have some discretion in the use of our economic tools?
My perception of where we are is that if we have a downturn the
ordinary tools that we would ordinarily use at that point we can't
have recourse to. The tools aren’t in the toolbox, so to speak. You
just can’t make use of them under the circumstances.

Mr. SiNAlL That is my view. I think that’s the problem.

Mr. RataJdczak. That’s my primary concern.

Mr. SiNalL I have no real suggestions. The legacy of the past is
the imbalances that developed off our own fiscal and monetary
policies. It's not easy to work out from under the current way
policy is made in the United States and in the international eco-
nomic sphere.

Senator SARBANES. Well, gentlemen, thank you very much. We
appreciate your testimony. It was very helpful.

[Whereupon, at 12:30 p.m., the hearing recessed, to reconvene at

10 a.m., Wednesday, July 1, 1987.]
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 1987

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
JoINT ECONOMIC Commrm:-:,
Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to recess, at 10 a.m., in room SD-
562, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Paul S. Sarbanes (chair-
man of the committee) presiding.

Present: Senators Sarbanes, Melcher, Bingaman, and Symms;
and Representatives Scheuer, Solarz, Fish, and McMillan.

Also present: Judith Davison, executive director; Richard F Kauf-
man, general counsel; and Stgphen Quick, chief economist; and
William Buechner, Dan Bond, Jim Klumpner, Joe Cobb, and John
Starrels, professional staff members.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR SARBANES, CHAIRMAN

Senator SARBANES. The committee will come to order.
Today’s hearing is the second in a series which the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee is holding to examine the state of the American

economy at midyear. - . .
Today we will review America’s international economic position,

and will look at both our foreign trade position and our interna-

tional debt position. To assist in this inquixa,) we are pleased to
have with us Malcolm Baldrige, Secretary of Commerce, to present
the administration’s views on the trade issue. Secretary Baldrige
will be followed by an excellent panel of private analysts, Fred
Bergsten of the Institute for International Economics, Jerry Jasin-
owski of the National Association of Manufacturers, Donald Hilty
of Chrysler Corp., and Robert Hormats of Goldman Sachs.

There currently exists a strong consensus among economists on
three points. First, the recent huge trade deficits are unsustaina-
ble; second, improving our external trade appears under current
circumstances to be the primary way to keep the economy growing
at an adequate rate; and third, it is essential that imtlgrovements in
the trade area come about promptly, and on a'significant scale, to
address the burden which our external debt will increasingly place
on the American economy.

The United States last year ran a merchandise trade deficit of
nearly $170 billion, and a broader current account deficit of over
$140 bii.ion. These unprecedented deficits are the consequence of a
number of economic policy mistakes: irresponsible fiscal policies,
excessively tight monetary policies, an apparent disregard for the
health of American manufacturing, overvaluation of the currency.
Some, but not all, of these policies have now been reversed, and

(83)
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there is cautious optimism that the U.S. trade picture is likely to
improve in the months ahead.

While such an improvement is welcome, it's not a cause for cele-
bration since the problem from past trade deficits remains in the
form of a large and growing burden of external debt. The real time
for celebration will come when we begin to reduce the size of the
external debt, not simply when we stop the growth of the annual
trade deficit.

Today the United States has a net debt greater than that of
Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina all put together. For 1987, all fore-
casters agree that the United States will post another large current
account deficit, which will have to be financed by adding to the
total of our outstanding debt.

By all accounts the world’s greatest debtor, the United States
will add an amount of new debt in 1987 equivalent to the total out-
standing debt of Brazil, the world’s second largest debtor.
. These large external debts severely limit our ability to control

our own economic future or shape the evolution of the world’s
economy. Unfortunately, our status as a debtor means that we
must craft domestic economic policies with an eye to their poten-
tial appeal to foreign creditors. It is clear, I think, from the Venice
Summit that our changed status may well have cost us influence
with our allies.

A successful trade policy for the United States must be one
which not only reduces the trade deficit but moves it to a trade
surplus. Only by posting surpluses on our annual trade accounts
can we begin to reduce the size of our external debt. The longer we
wait to start posting such surpluses, the larger will be the accumu-
lated debt which must be repaid.

The challenge before us, therefore, is to create a trade policy that
will enable us promptly and systematically to transform the
annual trade deficits into surpluses. Such a policy will require
action on a number of fronts, including the dollar, the Federsl
budget, trade law reform, and meaningful initiatives to enhance
the competitiveness of American industry.

This is obviously a large challenge and we look forward to hear-
ing from Commerce Secretary Baldrige this morning about plans
for meeting the challenge. '

Mr. Secretary, we are pleased to welcome you to the committee
and we would be happy to hear your testimony.

'‘STATEMENT OF HON. MALCOLM BALDRIGE, SECRETARY OF
COMMERCE

" Secretary BALDRIGE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

- I am pleased to appear before the Joint Economic Committee to
discuss the role that U.S. trade has played in the world economy
over the past few years and the outlook for U.S. and world trade
over the next few years.

I have submitted a more detailed prepared statement for the
record. In my oral summary, I will focus on what lies ahead, wha¢
needs to be done to meet those challenges.

The international interdependence brought about by growing
trade and capital flows has generated many benefits, but it also im-
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poses obligations on all nations to pursue policies that will main-
tain and enhance the global trade environment.

advances. The gains, however, could have been better were it not
for the global recession, volatile oil prices, a debt crisis in the
LDC’s, and growing worldwide trade imbalances. Nevertheless,
with all those, in volume terms, 1986 trade levels are estimated to
have been about 16 percent above 1980.

This expansion was a critical factor in bringing down global in-
flation rates, increasing consumer choices, and the efficiency of
production around the world and raising living standards in a
number of economies. Yet we must deal with the problem of imbal-
ances in global trade in a way that will allow continued economic
expansion in the United States and abroad.

nlarging U.S. trade and current account deficits over the 1982
to 1986 period have not been without their costs. They have dis-
rupted industry, production, and employment in the Unted States.
For the world, however, enlarging U.S. trade deficits have played a
major role in recovery from the global recession of 1982. In effect,
the enlarging merchandise trade deficits of the United States
servéd as an economic locomotive for the world.

About half of the European Community’s GNP growth in 1984
was due to increased exports to the United States and about one-
quarter of the European Community’s growth in 1985 was due to
exports solely to the United States. As much as one-half of Japan’s
Errowth during 1982 to 19856 was due to increased exports to the

nited States.

An increasing number of foreign economies have become depend-
ent on the U.S. market as a major target for export led growth
strategies which have become the principal basis for their economic
gowth. In addition, the large U.S. deficits have quickly moved the

nited States from a net creditor international investor position to
a net debtor position.

Obviously, Mr. Chairman, these developments simply can’t con-
tinue indefinitely. The United States has seen the worst of our
trade and current account deficits. While trade data will likely
fluctuate somewhat from month to month, our merchandise trade
balance for the first 4 months of this year improved by $3.3 billion
on the CIF basis over the prior 4 months and our manufacturers’
trade balance improved by $2 billion the first 4 months of 1987.
There’s been a significant improvement in our high tech trade bal-
ance with a first quarter 1987 surplus of $700 million contrasting
with the fourth gluarter of 1986 deficit of $200 million. That's an
improvement of almost a billion dollars in our high tech trade bal-
ance.

These amounts may be relatively modest, but they are significant
favorable changes from earlier trends and we expect them to con-
tinue and to accelerate.

In volume terms, improvements have been even more significant.
Exports increased by 7 percent from the third quarter of 1986 to
the first quarter of 1987, while imports actuallKJs rank 2.4 percent.
This means instead of providing a drag on GNP, trade is now re-
sulting in U.S. economic growth.

— During the-1980’s, the world trading system continued to make =
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—iew ] expect improvement in the merchandise trade deficit in dollar
terms this year, improvement in volume terms will be particularly
significant. The trade deficit, as measured in constant 1982 dollars,
should improve $25 or $30 billion this year. The real trade im-
provement this &rear should contribute about a quarter of the total
growth in our GNP, which is proéected to be 3 percent or a little
more. In short, a quarter of that GNP growth will come from that
improvement in our trade balance.

This improvement has not occurred as rapidly as expected, how-
ever. Foreign suppliers have been determined to maintain their
U.S. market share in the face of higher costs imposed by the lower
valued dollar, and this has squeezed their profits. But this is a typi-
cal reaction of a businessman rather than an economist; these
countries abroad have spent so much time and invested so much
money in building up marketixég distribution systems and manufac-
turing to take care of the U.S. market that when the dollar-yen
mark changes, whatever country you're talking about, instead of
raising their prices to compensate for that increase in cost, they
are holding their prices as long as they can down to where they are
ptecause market share is No. 1 to them and they don’t want to see
it go.
n absolute terms, the changes so far are small, but the trends
are markedly different from earlier periods. We are now seeing
unit labor costs of foreign competitors increasing more rapidly
than ours are. Unit labor costs in our industrial trading partners
rose an average of 27 percent in 1986 compared to a very small de-
cline for the United States. For Japan, for example, the 1986 in-
crease was almost 48 percent in their unit labor costs, while ours
declined slightly. \

These figures represent relative productivity changes as well as
the effects of exchange rate movements.

We've finally turned the corner on U.S. trade, but the process of
adjusting. global current account imbalances has just begun.
Shrinking these imbalances poses difficult problems for the United
States and the global economy that we need to understand if we're

oing to deal with them correctly. It’s in the interest of the United

tates to redlg:e our trade and current account deficits as quickly
as practical. But if we are to do so while maintaining economic
growth in the United States and abroad, time will be needed to
achieve an orderly decline, perhaps a time period of 4 to 5 years.”

This implies some further changes in the U.S. international in-
vestment position. The net holdings of foreigners are still relatively
small compared to our GNP—about 6 percent at the end of 1986
compared to about 40 percent for Brazil, which is a country the
chairman mentioned.: But even a further growth in our negative
net international investment position would result in debt servic-
ing payments that would probably be well under 1 percent of GNP
by the early 1990’s.

This brings us to the important point to how global trade imbal-
ances will be narrowed. Our foremost priority is to bring the Feder-
al budget deficit down. This will reduce the need for foreign ~apital
to finance the gap between domestic U.S. savings on the oi.e hand
and private investment and the Government deficit on the other.
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-———--The-savings-investment-ga fundamental factor in
of the US. t

the growth rade deficit. Reducing excessive Federal
spending is paramount for reducing the trade deficit.

Moreover, our analysis shows that even though the United States
is rapidly becoming a more service-oriented economy, merchandise
trade will continue to dominate the current account performance,
and the vast majority of the improvement that’s going to occur w;ll
have to come in our manufacturers’ trade. Indeed, to balance its
accounts the United States will over the long term have to export
about as much manufactured goods as it imports.

The United States is not going to deindustrialize, as some have
speculated. Indeed, we are seeing now the beginnings of something
of a resurgence of U.S. manufacturing. In 19806, for the first time
since 1950, U.S. manufacturing (S)roductivity cutgained our major
industrial partners, all of them. Our productivity in manufacturing
wer;:o up 3.6 percent last year. That was ahead of our major com-
petitors.

Changes in U.S. manufacturers’ trade performance affect global
manufacturers’ trade flows obviously and will therefore strongly
affect some of our trading partners, particularly those with large
c111rrent account surpluses based on large manufacturers’ trade sur-
pluses.

Narrowing U.S. deficits will present challenges not just for the
United States but our trading partners as well. The 1986 current
account deficit of $140 billion was matched by the current account
surpluses of Japan, Germany, and Taiwan that totaled about $137
billion. So, in effect, our current account deficit was just about
equal to the current account surpluses of Japan, Germany, and
Taiwan, and those three mostly derived their surpluses from manu-
facturers’ exports.

About two-thirds of the combined 1986 global current account
surpluses of those countries—Japan, West Germany, and Taiwan—
which were $86 billion, $36 billion, and $15 billion—about two-
thirds of that was accounted for by their bilateral surpluses with
the United States.

Mama;ging the narrowing of global trade imbalances—that is, the
U.S. deficits and the complementary surpluses of our trading part-
ners—narrowing that fafg must proceed in tandem with the nar-
rowing of our budget deficit. They have to go together. Achieving
this in tandem narrowing while maintaining economic growth in
the United States is the most critical problem of the next few
years.

Here in the United States the relatively slow shrinking of our
deficits that is necessary to allow adjustment both here and abroad
may try the patience of some and raise cries for danﬁ;erous trade
restricting actions, but at the same time as the surpluses of our
trading partners shrink, we don’t want to forget that the pressure
for protectionist actions from affected industries in their economies
is going to increase even more than it is now, especially if their
economic growth slackens.

The transition to a more sustainable basis for long-term growth
of the world economy, therefore, is going to require coordination of
international economic policies between the United States and our
trading partners. It will also require that individual countries
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avoid beggar thy neighbor restrictive trade policies that only aggra-

vate the situation in the longer run.

During this period, it's going to be especially important that the
United States as a leader in the world economy set the example to
be followed. It would be exactly the wrong thing to do, Mr. Chair-
man, if we succumbed to protectionist policies at a time when it's
obvious that we have turned the corner on lowering our trade defi-
cit and that we are beginning to see our exports increase. Those

licies of protectionism are addressing the problems of the late

970’s and the early 1980’s, but they are not addressing the prob-
lems we are facing today or tomorrow.

Mr. Chairman, in my prepared statement for the record I have
reviewed the actions taken and initiatives advanced by this admin-
istration to deal with our U.S. trade deficits and global trade prob-
lems and I think that record is impressive.

It includes actions to achieve a more realistic dollar exchange
rate and a better international macroeconomic policy coordination.
It includes a realistic approach to the LDC debt situation. It in-
cludes launching the Uruguay round of GATT. It includes a much
more aggressive implementation of U.S. trade laws and bilateral
initiatives in dealing with trade and investment issues.

Much remains to be done in each of these areas and in the initia-
tives we have advanced American business is either competitive
today or getting competitive. I think that fact is sometimes not un-
derstood, so I'll just make the statement again if I may. In my
opinion, American business is competitive at the exchange rates we
are seeing today with our major competitors.

-We are going to continue to press for trade legislation that en-
hances that American competitiveness and that increases our le-
verage in our international negotiations. As you know, the admin-
istration continues to urge the Congress to pass a trade bill that
the President can sign and has expressed a number of strong reser-
vations regarding the package that’s now emerging from the
Senate. I urge the members to this committee to work with your
colleagues to fashion a bill that is responsible and truly in the na-

tional interest.
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. That concludes my oral

statement.
[The prepared statement of Secretary Baldrige follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. MALCOLM BALDRIGE

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to appear before the Joint Economic
Committes to discuss the role that United States trade has recently
played in the world economy and the outlook for U.8. and world trade

over the next few years.

I will first review recent events in the world trading system. I
will then turn to the near and medium term outlook for U,.S. trade
and the implications for the United States and our trading
partners. I will conclude with a review of recent administration
actions and vwhat remains to be done by the United States and its

trading partners.

WORLD TRADE IN THE 1980s
Benefits and Obligations of The World Trading System

In todry's world, international trade is a critical factor in
determining the wealth of nations and global 1living standards. As
technology advances more rapidly and as industrialization continues,
it becomes increasingly true that no single nation can excel in
svery technology and efficiently produce every good. No nation can
achieve its full economic potential without importing goods,
services and technology from abroad. Increasing the volume and
efficiency of global production and the wealth of individual nations
requires the frees flow of goods and capital among nations.

Every couﬂcry is to some degree affected by the policies and
economic performance of others. And the sconomic policies and
performance of every country affect the performance and living

standards of other nations.

This international economic interdspendence imposes obligations on
all countries to pursue policies that will maintain and enhance the
global environment. No nation is exempt from these obligations.

Global Trade Performance in the 1980s

During the 1980s the world trading system made significant
advances. Measured in dollar terms, world merchandise exports
. increased from $2.0 trillion in 1980 to $2.1 trillion in 1986.

These dollar valuations, however, are distorted by fluctuations in
the dollar exchange rate. 1n volume terms the 1986 trade levels are
estimated to be about 15 per cent above 1980. This expansion has
been a critical factor in bringing down global inflation rates,
increasing consumer choices and the efficiency of production and
powering economic growth and rising living standards in a number of

econonies.
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These achievements were made despite difficult problems. These
included: the disruptive effects of oil prices that peaked in 1981
and then fell by 57 percent to their 1986 levels; widespread
inflation and a global recession that halted the growth of trade
volumes in 1981 and actually reduced trade volumes by 2 percent in
1982 hefore a resurgence of growth boqinning in 1983; an LDC debt
crisis that significantly affected international trade.volumes and

disrupted traditional trade patterns. -

We can take satisfaction in continued progress of the world economy
and its display of remarkable strength and resilience in weathering
these problems. But there is no basis for contentment or euphoria.
The LDC debt problem has bsen contained and mitigated, but not
resolved. It continues to affect the economies of both the troubled
debtors and their trading partners. There have been four years of
growth in world trade since 1982, but now we face unsustainable
mbalances in global trade flows and major problems in narrowing
these imbalances, while achieving continued economic expansion in

the United States and abroad.
Global Effects of U.S. Trade in the 1980s

Strong U.S. economic expansion during the 1980s and exceptionally
ltrong growth of U.S. imports that produced enlarging U.8. trade
deficits played a major role in recovery of the world economy from
the globa) recession of 1982. U.S. import growth sparked much of
the economjc growth in Japan, Europe and East Asian NICs and added
to the trade surpluses necessary for many LDCs to service their
debts. In effect, the United States served as an economic

*locomotive" for the global economy.

Recent large U.8. trade deficits have had short term benefits for
both developed and developing countries. About one-half of the
European Community's GNP growth in 1984 was directly due to
increased exports to the United States and about one-fourth in
1985. Japan also benefited significantly from the growth of the
U.8. trade deficit-~as much as one-half of Japan's growth during
1982-~85 was due to increased U.S. imports from Japan.

Latin American LDCs as a group ran a 1986 merchandise trade surplus
of $14.4 billion with the United States--an almost $15 billion swing
from a 1981 U.8. surplus of $0.3 billion. U.S. imports are also
critical to a number of other countries including the Asiun NICs and
other less developed countries. Forty percent of South Korea's
merchandise exports and 48 percent of Taiwan's went to the United

States.
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an inoreasing number of foreign economies have become more
::‘p:ndb?::é on the U.S5. market as a major target for export-led growth
strategies. Moreover, several countries have become unduly reliant

on constantly enlarging export surpluses as the princ@pnl basis for
their economic growth. )
Needless to say, Nr. Chairman, these developments cannot continue

indetinitely.
) . e _Perfo [+ t

Enlarging U.8. trade and ocurrent account deficits over the 1982-86
had both costs and bensfits for the United States. They have

ri
g:l“lt.d in disruptions in industry, production, and employment.

on tho'othor hand, isports played a key role in holding down

inflation and leaving U.8. consumers with increased purchasing
pover. Low-priced imports not only provided foreign goods to U.8.
consumers, but kept pressure on domestic producers of )

rt-competi roducts to inorease productivity, reduce costs and
maintain competitive prices. Imports stiffened resistance to
inflationary wage and price increases, motivated cost-cutting
measures in U. 8. industry and quickened the pace of adaption and
struoctural ‘change within the domestic economy.

Large U.8. deficits have also moved the United States from a net
creditor international investment position to a net debtor position
(Figure 1)." I will discuss the longer term implications of this
changs later in my statement. But, as I noted earlier, these large
global trade imbalances cannot be sustained. The United States
cannot and will not continue indefinitely to enlarge its
international debtor position relative to GNP.
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rigure 1

U.S. INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT
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CURRENT U.8. TRADE SITUATION

Where do we-stand today in the difficult task of reducing global
trade imbalances=-U.S. deficits and the offsetting surpluses of some

trading partners?

There is every indication that we have seen the worst of our trade
and current account deficits. While trade data will likely
fluctuate, our merchandise trade balance for the first four months
of this year improved by $3.3 billion (c.i.f. basis) over the prior
four months. Our manufactures trade balance also improved by $2.0
billion the first four months of 1987 compared to the prior four
months. Moreover, there has besen a significant improvement in our
high tech trade balance, with a first quarter 1987 surplus of $0.7
billion contrasting with a fourth quarter 1986 deficit of $0.2
billion, an improvement of almost a billion dollars (Figure 2).
While these improvements are relatively modest in amounts they are
signiticant movements from earlier trends and we expect these recent
improvements to continue and to accelerate.
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rigure 2
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In volume terms, improvements in our total merchandise trade have

* been even more significant. Although in nominal terms the third
quarter 19686 and first quarter 1987 deficits were almost identical, .
there vas a significant improvement in the trade balance in real
terms--almost 16 percent. 1In real terms, exports increased by 7
percent from 3rd quarter 1986 to first quarter 1987, while imports
actually shrank by 2.4 psrcent. This means that instead of
providing a drag on GNP, U.S8. trade has now switched to a positive

force on U.8. sconomic growth.

The relative growth rates of the U.S. and foreign economies will be
important factors in U.S5. merchandise trade balances over the next
few months, but we expect the deficit in real terms to continue to
shrink,. yielding an improvement of, perhaps, $25 t. $30 billion in

1987 compared to 1986,

Abroad, the effects of changing trade flows are also beginning to be
felt. Given the changs in the yen-dollar exchange rate, Japan's
1987 current account surplus expressed in dollars may match or top
its 1986 level. But expressed in yen terms, Japan's exports--which
directly affect Japanese production and employment--in first quarter
1987 were down 8.3 percent from first quarter 1986 and down 10.3
percent from fourth quarter 1986. Imports in yen terms were also

. down, resulting from yen appreciation.

Germany's first guarter 1987 exports have also bsen affected, down
by 2.3 percent compared to first quarter 1986 and 5.8 percent
compared to fourth quarter 1986. German imports, in D-Marks, also
declined, reflecting in part the change in terms of trade from the

dollar decline.

79~716 0 - 88 - 4 .
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In short, while in absolute terms the changes so far are small, the
trends are markedly different, We have tinally turned the corner on
U.8. trade and the process of adjusting global current account
imbalances has begun. But shrinking these imbalances poses
difficult problems for the United States and the global economy that
we need to understand if we are to deal with them cortectly.

THE GLOBAL TRADE OUTLOOK ‘
An Orderly Decline of Global Imbalances

It is in the interest of the United States to reduce our trade and
current account deficits as quickly as practical. . However, time
will be needed to achieve an orderly decline in U.8. trade deficits
over a four or five {.ﬁt period and this gradual decline does imply
some further growth in the negative United States international
investment position, which was $264 billion at end 1986. Thus,
assuning only a gradual decline in U.8. trade deficits, the negative
U.S. international investment position will grow over the next
several years. But it is important to put the current and
prospective U.8. positions in proper perspective.

To begin, while the United States doas today have the world's
largest net negative international investment position in dollar
terms, that position is small relative to our Gross National Product
and does not constitute an immediate problem. At end-1986 the U.S.
net investment position was equivalent to about 6 percent of GNP.

At the same time Brazil's debt in dollars was significantly smaller,

but was about 40 percent of GNP.

Nevertheless, our negative international investment position is a
matter of concern and further growth can ultimately bring us to a
position that results in net payments on international investnments,
rather than the traditional U.S. net receipts from international
investments. Prospective U.8. debt servicing requirements, however,
also need to be put in context. Even a further growth in our net
negative international investment position would likely result in
debt servicing payments in the early 1990s that would be well under
one per cent of GNP. But servicing the debt will require surpluses
in other elements of the current account and the larger the U.S.
debtor position grows, the larger that these surpluses will have to
be to achieve sustainable U.S. balances.

How U.S. and Global Imbalances Will Be Narrowed

This brings me to the important point of how global imbalances will
be narrowed. We--and our trading partners--need to understand and
anticipate that the major portion of the coming narrowing of the
U.S. current account deficit will come in manufactures trads.

l
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The primary source of detericration in U.8. merchandise trade and
current account balances has been our manufactures trade. Indeed,
the slippage from 1981 to 1906 in the U.8. manufactured goods trade
balance was almost $150 billion--more than the $130 billion slippage
in the merchandise trade balance and just about equal to the $148
billion deterioration in our current account over the same period.

Not surprisingly, our conclusion is that the majority of the
{mprovemant in the current account and merchandise trade balances
that is going to occur will have to come in manufactures trade

balances.

Our analysis shows that, even though the United States--like other
advanced economies --is rapidly becoming a more service-oriented
econony, merchandise trade will continue to dominate current account
performance and, in turn, manufactures trade will continue to be the
key to norchandi-o trade performance.

This basic ¢onclusion about the central role of U.8. manufactures
trade in U.8, transactions with the rest of the world has very
important consequences for the United States and its trading
partners. Because U.S. trade balances will necessarily be narrowed
primarily through improved manufactures trade performance and
because over the long term we will have to export more manufactures
than we import, the United States is not going to "deindustrialize"
as sone have speculated. 1Indeed, we are seeing now the beginnings
of something of a resurgence of U.S, manufacturing. Manufacturing
production continues to achieve new all-time output highs.
Moreover, for the first time since 1950, U.S§. nanufacturing
productivity in 1986 outgained our major industrial competitors.

We still have a way to go to achieve a sustainable trade position,
but the now realistic dollar exchange rate, together with improved
corpetitiveness stemming from increased productivity, efficliency and
quality will ensure eventual elimination of the large manufactures
trade deficits.

This improved U.S. manufactures trade performance will have
important effects on the U.S8., economy. The 1986 manufactures trade
deficit wvas equivalent to about 3,3 percent of GNP, A return to
balanced U.8. manufactures trade thus implies important changes in
the structure and total output of U.8. manufacturing. But these
changes will also affect global manufactures trade flows and will,
therefore, strongly affect some of our trading
_ partners~--particularly those that have large current account
surpluses based on large manufactures trade surpluses. Countries
that will likely be signficantly affected include Japan, Germany,
Taiwvan and Korea. The 1986 current account deficit of about $140
billion was almost matched by global current account surpluses of
‘Japan, Germany and Taiwan that totalled about $137 billion (PFigure
3). For the most part, these surpluses are derived fron
nanufactures exports.

-
-
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Figure 3
CURRENT ACCOUNT BALANCES, 1986
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Shrinking U.S. deficits will also have important effects on sone
LDCs. The growth of the U.S. trade deficit in recent years produced
offsetting improvements for LDCs that have helped thenm meet their
debt payments. .From 1981 to 1986 the U.S. trade balance with LDCs
deteriorated by $24 billion, but the manufactures trade balance

slipped by -$57 billion (Figure 4).
U.S. manufactures trade
improvements in their accounts

A significant improvement in the

balances with LDCs--unless offset by

with other industrialized
countries--could hinder the ability of some LDCs to meet their
international debt payments.

Figure ¢
U.S. TRADE BALANCES WITH LDCS
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U.8. deficits cannot be reduced without equivalent reductions of the
surpluses of others. Narrowing U.8. deficits and the surpluses of
others will f:cnont difficulties not just for the United States but
for our trading partners as well.

nannzinq this transition--a shrinking of both U.8. deficits and
trading partner surpluses--in a manner that will facilitate
continued economio growth in the United’ States and abroad will
require continued cooperation by the United States and our trading

partners.

Implications of Narrowing The Global Trade Imbalances

Clearly, U.8. trade and current account deficits and the
complementary surpluses of U.8, trading partners must and will
narrow. But the speed and timing of the narrowing is uncertain and
there are many potentially difficult problems along the way.

Here in the United States, because the trade deficits are often seen
as hurting domestic employment and wages, a slow shrinking of the
deficits may try the patience of sume and raise cries for trade
rcgtricting action that would not solve the problem, but could
aggravate 1t by lcading to foreign retaliation and, possible, trade
wars that could precipitate global recession.

As global .imbalances continue to shrink and our trading partners
face the difficult problems of adju-ting to their shrinking
surpluses, -the pressures for protectionist actions from affected
industries in their economies will increase and be difficult for
then to resist, ongocially if their economic growth slackens.
Countries with shrinking trads-surpluses thus should take actions
necessary to absorb the slack in their economies if they are to
mninimize internal disruptions and if their own growth and their
contributions to global demand are to be sustained and increased.
Several countries will have to move to increased reliance on
domestic demand as a source of their own economic growth in lieu of
dependency on constantly expanding export surpluses. :

We are entering a difficult period. Instead of the "locomotive"
power provided the world economy bx gorui-tcntly expanding U.S.
trade deficits, shrinking U.S8. deficits over the next few years will
constitute a *drag" on the economic growth of some of our trading
partners. A transition to other more sustainable bases for long
term growth of the world economy will require coordination of U.S.
and trading partner international economic policies. It will also
require that individual countries avoid "beggar thy neighbor"
restrictive trade policies that appear to alleviate immediate
difficulties but serve only to aggravate the situation in the longer

tern.
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During this period it will be asgocially important that the United
States set the example to be followed. It would be tragic if the
United States wers now to adopt trade restricting measures, at a
time when a major portion of the burden of a changing trade
situation appears to be shifting to others. . -

Instead, we should continue our emphasis on the reduction of
barriers to U.S8. exports, actions that will benefit not only the
United States but those nations that continue to support inefficient

industries. . -
ADMINISTRATION POLICY ACTIONS IN THE 19808

The Reagan Administration has developed and implemented a
comprehensive long-term set of policies designed to resolve the U.S.
trade deficit problems. These policies have begun to produce the
turnaround in U.8. trade performance essential to the continued
health of the U.§., and world economies., It is imperative that we
continue to adhers to policies that result in a measured, steady
reduction in the U.8. trade deficit, not knee-jerk reactions to

short~term problems.

Achieving a More Realistic Dollar Exchange Rate

Perhaps the single most important factor contributing to U.S. trade
performance during this decade was the steady appreciation of the
dollar between 1980 and early 1985. While this dollar rise
reflected net capital inflows to the United States based on a strong
foreign perception of the United States as a productive environment
for investment, it was accompanied by large deficits in the U.S.
trade and current account positions. .

The Administration sought a coordinated aiproach by the major
free-world economies to support a realistic dollar exchange rate
consistent with underlying market forces. The Plaza Agreement and
subsequent consultations with our trading partners have contributed
to the appreciation of currencies of countries whose trade and
current account positions had achieved unsustainable surpluses, and
helped prevent speculative swings in exchange rates that distort
trade flows and other international financial transactions.

Better Macroeconomic Policy Coordination

Recognizing that divergent national macroeconomic developments and
policies were a principal factcr in the growth of U.S. external
deficits and foreign external surpluses, -the Administration has
emphasized to all flayorl in the integrated free-world economy to
adopt policies designed to achieve balanced, sustainable
non-inflationary growth. The United States can no longer be the
only engine of global economic growth--our major trading partners ~
nmust assume their share of this responsibility.
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The Administration has urged Japan and the major European countries,
vith limited success, to adopt stimulative domestic economic
policies. In addition, we continue to encourage these econonies to
accept and facilitate the structural changes necessary .to alleviate
global excess capacity in major industrial sectors.

On our part, the United States has made a sustained reduction of
excessive federal spending the highcse priority national objective.

We are beginning to see progress in this area, and a sustainable
reduction in U.S8. budget deficits is in prospect. Also, compared to
other major economies, the United States has undergone a greater
degree of the structural adjustment necessary to rationalize
production in a changing global economy. e

Managing the LDC Debt Situation

The Administration :ccognizn- that the financial problems of the
major LDC debtor countries have been a major factor in changing

global trade patterns and the lack of U.S. export growth in recent

years. U,S. imports from these countries have grown steadily while P
our exports to them init.ially declined and have recovered very g
slowly. While we have besen able to overcome the initial LDC debt y;
crisis situation %“riggered by the trade-constricting global )
recession in 198./82, the debtor countries--principally in Latin
America--remain Lln a position tlat requires them to generate

signiticant trade surpluses in order to service their outstanding

debt.

The Administration advanced a strategy to deal with this ongoing
problem--the Baker Plan. That plan calls for additional lending to
the LDC debtors tc¢ sustain them while they accomplish internal
reforms necessary o stimulate greater investment and more stable
econonic growth prospects. In addition, we are encouraged by recent
Japanese announcements that Japan will allocate increasing portions
of its external surplus toward grant aid to the LDC debtors.

Launching the Uruquay Round

The U.S. initiative to build on the achievements of the Tokyo Round
of GATT-sponsored negotiations and prevent trading nations from
adopting more insidious trade-distorting measures provided the
catalyst for the launching of the Uruguay Round of multilateral
trade negotiations. . .

The United States pushed successfully for inclusion in these talks
of issues that are becoming of increasing importance in our trading
relationships. These include the international protection of
intellectual property rights, services industries, and investment
policies that affect trade flows. The Administration also
established a high priority for agricultural issues--the growth of
distorting agricultural subsidies has provided growing global
surpluses in major commodities.
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More Aggressive Implementation of U.S. Trade Laws

To accord an sven higher priority to eliminating major foreign
barriers to U.S. exports and redressing unfair trade practices by
our trading partners, the President instituted his Trade Policy
Action Plan in September 1985. As Chairman of the President's
Strike Force on Trade, my Department has led several important
Administration initiatives againat foreign practices that
discriminated against U.8. exports.

The Administration, through the U.S. Trade Representative, for the
first time, self-initiated section 301 cases, set deadlines for the
resolutions of longstanding 301 cases, and demonstrated our
willingness to retaliate when countries refused to eliminate unfair
trade Eracticos. We have made significant progress in improving
domestic protection for U.S8. intellectual property against unlawful
foreign infringement of U.S8. patents, trademarks, and
copyrights--especially with such serious offenders as Taiwan,
Singapore, and South Korea. Our latest GSP Review assured that the
benefits of duty-free import treatment would remain directed toward
those nations.most in need of special consideration.

Bilateral Initiatives

The Administration has undertaken a series of discussions with major
trading partners designed to improve the ability of U.S. exporters
to realize_ their market potential. We have made significant
progress on several fronts. We have been especially active in
improving the environment for U.S. products in the Japanese market.
The Market-Oriented Sector-Specific (MOSS) talks with Japan in five
major sectors have achieved a reduction in discriminatory barriers
against imports from the United States (and other countries). We
look forward to continuing access to these sectors. We continue to
be hopeful that Japan will fully comply with the provisions of our
Semiconductor Agreement so that the remaining U.S8. tariff increase
can be rescinded. 1In addition, the Administration continues to
expect that the Japanese Government will make additional purchases
of U.S. supercomputers consistent with the competitive position of

U.8. products.

‘The Administration also expects to achieve a successful conclusion
to our negotiations with Canada for a Free Trade Agreement. Canada
remains our largest individual export market and such an agreement
should rignificantly expand our potential for exports to our
northern neighbor. ~ .

~

}
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Sectoral Initiatives

Several initiatives in the recent years have been designed to
protect the viability of sectors critical to U.S. security and
related economic interests. The Adnministration imrlenontod controls
on machine tool and steel imports designed to stabilize industries
vital to our ovcrall -defense and economic capabilities. We continue
to discuss with major tradini partners their pnlicies that adversely
affect the competitive position of U.S8.” producers of
telecommunications equipment and commercial aircraft. The United
. States is no longer in a position that allows us to ignore foreign
commercial policies that put U.S. suppliers at a significant

disadvantage. )

WHAT REMAINS TO BE DONE? . R

The most important challsnge we face today is an orderly narrowing
of global trade imbalances--U.S8. deficits and trading partners'
surpluses-~while maintaining U.8. and global economic progress. How
we respond to this challenge will largely determine whers the United
States~--and the global economy--stand at the end of this century,
and the prospects for future generations.

The United States Government cannot legislate improved domestic and
international economic performance. Attempts to do so would likely
be counterproductive. It can, however, take steps that will help
improve the domestic environment for d-vcloping more competitive
U.S. industries. And through trade policy actions, it can affect
the international environment in which U.S. businesses must compete.

The Administration's lgonger-term strategy to narrow our trade
deficits and to improve the domestic and international economic

environment for U.S. business centers on:

0 Major efforts to reduce excessive federal spending;

-~

o Continued aggressive implementation of existing U.S. trade
laws, with some limited changes that would enhance their

effectiveness;

o Successful completion of the Urnguay Round and other market
opening measures; and

« o Improved macroeconomic policy coordination.with our trading
paxtners. -

Let me briefly touch on each of these areas.
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Reducing Excessive Federal Spending

Our foremost priority is to bring the Federal budget deficit down.
This will reduce the need for foreign capital to finance the gap
between domestic U.S8. saving on the one hand, and private investment
and the government deficit on the other. The savings-investment gap
has been the fundamental factor in the growth of the U.S. trade
deficit. Reducing excessive federal spending is paramount for

reducing the trade ceficit.

Aggressive Implementation of U.S. Trade lLaws

The Administration will continue its aggressive program of enforcing
our trade laws. We will pursue negotiations with our trading
partners whose policies and practices have impeded the ability of
our exporters to realized foreign sales of competitive products. We
will investigate and act on foreign subsidies and other practices
that put U.8. producers at an artificial competitive disadvantage.

The .Uruguay Round and Market Opening Measures

Launching of the Uruguay Round in September 1986 represented a
significant step to improving the international economic environment
for U.S8. business. The United States is committed to successful
conclusion of these negotiations because we believe that an improved
GATT systenm is critical if U.S. products and services are to have

unimpeded access to markets abroad.

Our free trade agreement talks with Canada are closely related to
our Uruguay Round efforts. We have an opportunity with the
Canadians to develop rules governing new areas of trade, such as
services and protection of intellectual property, which could serve
as models for the multilateral arrangements we would like to develop
during the Uruguay Round talks. Both sides have a clear
underntanding of the issues and the difficult task ahead of us is to
draft specific language, reconcile differing views, and tackle

specific sensitive issues.

The Administration's long~term strategy also calls for continued
aggressive efforts to open foreign markets so that our full export
potential can be realized. Future initiatives when warranted can be
expected along the lines of our MOSS talks with Japan, the market
access talks with Korea and Taiwan, and the Market Access
Fact=-Finding consultations on telecommunications issues with several
European Governments. The United States is also committed to
negotiating a bilateral commercial framework agreoment with Mexico
that will guide our trade and investment relations with Mexico and
to establish a consultative mechanism to resolve bilateral disputes.
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Macroeconomic Coordination Efforts

Macrosconomic factors--the differing policies and performances of
individual national economies--have been a major cause of our
current trade deficit. There is a need for greater international
coordination in coriecting the global trade and payments imbalances,
and the Administration is placing high priority on strengthening
such coordination. We need to improve tooperation with our major
industrialized trading partners along the lines agreed at the
recently concluded Venice Summit. We also need better cooperation
from the rapidly industrializing LDCs as well as from other
debt-strapped LDCs who are progressing less rapidly.

We will continue to push our major trading partners on stimulating
their economies. The recent stimulation package announced by Tokyo
is encouraging and we expect the Japanese to fully implement their
plan to increase their economic growth and their level of imports.
Japan is one of several countries that must move away from growth
derived from enlarging export surpluses and toward more
domestically-generated growth. In addition, Tokyo must take a
greater responsibility for global trade performance--a role
commensurate with its economic strength and status as a world

economic power.

The countries of Western Eurcpe--especially West Germany and the
United Kingdom=--must boost internal growth as well as make
structural.changes in their economies that will foster sustained
non~-inflationary growth. Along with Japan, Western Europe must
contribute more towards powering world economic growth.

Likewise, the rapidly industrializing nations of Asia-~the
NICs~--must assume new responsibilities in world trade commensurate
with their economic progress. They are among the major
beneficiaries of the open international market system that has
evolved since World War II. Realistic policies to open their
markets must be adopted as well as undertaking measures to reduce
their reliance on growth from export surpluses. Included is the
need to move away from using managed exchange rates that foster
large, unsustainable export surpluses. The United States will
continue to encourage them to pursue policies more appropriate to
their long-term progress and to that of the global econonmy.

We will continue to encourage the LDCs to increase their response to
the Baker Plan's call for economic reforms that will motivate
additional lending to them. Resolution of the debt problem and
their long-term progress requires that they open their markets to
private investment and adopt policies that will lead to stable,

non-inflationary economic growth.
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In Conclusion

Finally, Mr. Chairman, we will continue to press for trade
legislation that enhances American competitiveness, increases U.s8.
leverage in our international negotiations--particularly the Uruguay
Round--and avoids shooting ourselves in the foot by provoking .
retaliation and mirror legislation by our trading partners.

As you know, the Administration continues to urge the Congress to
pass a bill that the President can sign, and has expressed a number
of strong reservations regarding the package that is now emerging in
the Senate. 1In the coming weeks, I urge the members of this
Committee to work with your colleagues to fashion a bill that is
responsible, signable, and truly in the national interest.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.

-
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Senator SARBANES. Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary.

Mr. Secretary, I want to ask some opening questions prompted
by that chart, which deals with net international investment posi-
tion and which reflects an incredible deterioraticn in the American

ition from 1982 through 1986 when we went from about a plus
160 million to a minus $270 million. That’s the descending line on

that chart.
The other two lines show the net international investment posi-

tion of Jatpan and Germany.
First of all, what factors in your view explain the deterioration

in 1982-86 in our net position?

Secretary BALDRIGE. First, Mr. Chairman, the whole world was, I
believe, surprised to see in 1981 and befin to realize as they stud-
ied it that the United States was actually going to cut its inflation
rate. And given our reputation and past performance as a safe and
secure place to invest, we attracted investment initially on that ac-
count.

The investment kept on coming in the years later because our
real interest rates stayed above those of most of our other trading
partners, other major economies in the world, and a combination of
the fact the United States was an attractive place to invest and the
real interest rates were high kept those funds coming in and we
were able to finance these large deficits. i

We are dependent, as I have said, too much now on foreign in-
vestment. At some time in the future, no one knows exactly when,
but at some time in the future, our debt could get so large that we
would not be an attractive place to invest and if those foreign in-
vestors went someplace else we would be in a position of having to
raise interest rates to finance our deficit. ‘ ,

So it's very important for us to get it down, but the reason I
think for that net investment position is very clear. Money from
abroad found a very happiy home here with high real interest rates
and the determination of the Americans to keep inflation down
and provide a good investment climate.

Senator SARBANES. You don’t think that deterioration in position
had anything to do with the deterioration in our merchandise bal-
ance? It seems to me directly related.

Secretary BALDRIGE. Oh, yes. :
Senator SARBANES. We went from minus $36 million in 1982 to

minus $67 in 1983 to minus $112 in 1984 to minus $124 in 1985. It
seems to me that there is a direct correlation between the deterio-
ration of that position and the deterioration in our net merchan-
dise position.

Secretary BALDRIGE. Yes, they are two halves of the same circle,
however you want to put it. I didn't mean to imply that there was
no relation there. I thought your question addressed why foreign
funds were so available in the United States. We wouldn’t have
needéd them if we hadn’t had that merchandise trade deficit.

Senator SARBANES. And why did we have that? _
Secretary BALDRIGE. We had that because of our Federal budget

deficit. I think that’s the first reason, the largest reason.
Senator SARBANES. You think that’s more of a reason than the

overvaluation of the American dollar?
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Secretaxg' BALDRIGE. Again, that’s part of the same. The reason
that the dollar became so strong was because our real interest
rates were high and that came about because of the Federal budget
deficit and expectations for the future.

Senator SARBANES. How did the dollar decline so rapidly even
whth the continuing hli:gh deficits, if the connection is that direct,
over the past 2 years? For the past 2 years we’ve run large Federal
budget deficits and yet the value of the dollar has changes marked-

ly. :

Secretary BALDRIGE. Yes, sir, but those shifts tend to overshoot
the mark. We saw the dollar get so far out of line on the high side .
that it was beginning to correct itself in the international markets
even before the Plaza meeting in December 1985. The decline of
the dollar began in February 1985 and has continued since then.

Senator SARBANES. What is your prediction for the 1987 current
accm?mt deficit? What-do you predict it will be for the current
year .

Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, if I were forced to make a prediction, I
would way we would be $20 billion better off, less of a current ac-
count deficit.

Senator SArRBANES. Of course, that means that our debt would
grow at about a 50 percent annual rate over the previous year, is
that right? That would represent at least a 50 percent increase?

Secretary BALDRIGE. Fifty percent increase in our debt?

Senator SARBANES. In addition. We have $260 billion in external
debt. If we run another $130 billion, that would be a 50 percent in-
crease. The point I want to try to develoi{l is that while the current
account deficit is not as large as it was the previous year, it is still
adding significantly to our external debt, is it not?

Secretary BALDRIGE. Yes, that’s true, Mr. Chairman, but I think
that it's not a very clearcut use of the English language to call the
net international investment position our international debt.

For example, if you look at the direct investment in the United
States and then the direct investment by U.S. companies abroad, as
far as equity goes, we are ahead of the game. We get more in £a¥-
ments from abroad by far then we make in payments abroad. If
you took the receipts of payment overall on the international ac-
counts, we are running in 1986 a $20 billion surplus. That's be-
cause our direct investment abroad gays us a lot more than the for-
eigners’ investment in the United States pays ihcm on direct in-
vestment. I'm talking about companies, businesses and so forth.

Senator SARBANES. Well, now, Mr. Secretary, let me ask you this.
If we continue to run these current account deficits because of the
trade imbalance, at what level do you think the external debt will
top out? I have seen some estimates in the press as high as a tril-

lion dollars.

Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, first, if I may go back to that last
question for a minute, when we talk about the net international in-
vestment, that is not all debt. That was the point I was trying to
get across and perhaps didn’t in my last answer. A lot of that are
equity investments in the United States..]I don’t look on them as
debt. I don’t think most businessmen would either. Now obviously
there are a lot of financial instruments, bonds and so forth, that
are straight debt. But I just wanted to make that point.
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In answer to your second question, no one knows. Again, if I had
to make an estimate, I would say sometime in the early 1990’s we
would come to an evening out of our merchandise trade deficit that
would bring that current account balance down to somewhere
around zero or maybe even a plus.

I say that because it's not hard at all, Mr. Chairman, to predict
that we are going to work toward in the next few years a zero mer-
chandise trade deficit. I think that is clearly baked in the cake. It’s
an economic fact of life. We cannot continue to run these kinds of
deficits with the rest of the world running surpluses. )

The real question is, how do we arrive there at reducing the mer-
chandise trade deficit to zero? If we follow the wrong macroeco-
nomic policies, if we run into a situation worldwide where we are
in a recession and the rest of the world is, we will see the dollar
plunge far enough, just as an economic. rule, so that we will get our
trade deficit to zero by having the dollar go down and that will
greatly lower the standard of living if we have to do the whole
thing on that basis—lower the standard of living for Americans.

If, on the other hand, we increase our productivity and take the
right macroeconomic steps as a country, our businesses get more
competitive as they are doing, that trend continues, we will be able
to reduce the merchandise trade deficit to a zero figure and in-
crease our standard of living. And that latter point is the way we
want to get there.

But either way, we will get to somewhere close to zero on our
merchandise trade deficit because the international economy
simply cannot stand what we see going on now with those surplus-
es in the countries that I mentioned as an example.

Senator SARBANES. Mr. Secretary, my time is up. Let me just
close with this observation. I am extremely concerned that we have
allowed this trade situation to deteriorate so severely and have ac-
cumulated such a significant external debt. The debt will continue
to grow even if the-trade situation improves year to year until we
actually move to a positive balance; at that point only can we begin
to reduce the overhang of the debt. In the meantime, the carrying
charge on that debt is obviously growing, thereby exerting a
demand on American production and an impact on the American
standard of living. There’s no measure of our ability to service the
debt that is growing at anything approaching a rate comparable to
the growth in the debt that has to be serviced. In other words, the
" increase in the GNP is nowwhere near the growth in the debt, so it
is becoming a larger burden, not smaller. And it gives every sign of
continuing to do so over the near future at least, the next few
years in any event. ;

It seems to me that in a sense we face an impending crisis. If you
look at what_we have to do in the merchandise trade area to turn
this thing around, we're really being called upon for an extraordi-
nary performance. And in Jour statement you even made the point
that other countries are doing everything they can to hold onto
their market share, including taking apparently very severe cuts in
profit margins and all the rest of it.

So I find it a situation of extreme concern and I may come back
to it in a second round. . ‘

Congressman McMillan.
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Representative McMILLAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Secretary, I apologize for being a little late and I add my
welcome. I appreciate you coming over.

We talked a fgood bit about the same issue yesterday and got into
the question of the characterization and the source of the net for-
eign investment rather than characterizing it as truly debt. As you
rightly said, a lot of that is equity investment attracted to this
country derives from investment capital around the world. That
capital contributes to economic development, and that's positive.
There’s nothing negative about that.

On the other hand, I would be concerned if we became dependent
on foreign capital as such, for an overextended period of time, and
if our net external debt continued to accumulate. That would be
alarming.

But I am equally alarmed about the continuing actumulation of
Federal indebtedness as a result of our budget deficit. We are run-
ning a deficit at a rate of $180 billion a year, which is far greater
than the increase in our net external borrowings or investment po-
sition last year. I would submit that that Federal budget deficit
contributed importantly to the need to look outside the United
States for funds. And that’s one of the places where it seems to me
the Federal budget deficit relates directly to our international debt
Eosition and where also the issue of the trade deficit and the

udget deficit come into congruence in terms of the priorities it
places upon us to deal with them.

But translating that a little bit further int6 policy—and I do
think policy is an issue that we should be addressing—did I hear
you say that you do at this point believe it is a desirable policy for
the United States to pursue balance in its trade position?

Secretary BALDRIGE. Yes. Mr. Congressman, we are going to get
to a balance, without question. The only question, as I sdid, is how
we get there. If we get there with the wrong policies that cause a
large decline in the dollar and balance our figures that way, we
will definitely lower our standard of living.

On the other hand, if we can increase our productivity and get
competitive that way so that we could keep the dollar at a reasona-
ble level, we will have a higher standard of living.

In short, the higher the dollar is and that we can balance our
international accounts at the same time—the higher the level of
the dollar that we can do that at, the higher standard of living
there will be for the United States. So that’s what we ought to
strive for. .

But one way or the other, we are going to end up with a close to
balance on merchandise trade.

Representative McMiLLAN. Well, if we, for example, had a
healthy growing economy, and had achieved more or less balance
in our international trade accounts, I wouldn't find it at all dis-
- turbing if we were attracting an additional $100 billion a year in
investment capital into this country in the form of equity invest-
ments. I think that’s healthy. -

Secretary BALDRIGE. Particularly if it goes into the kinds of cap-
ital investment that provides jobs here. ,

With all of the figures that we see on net international invest-
ment, whatever it’s called, we're a net debtor around the world and
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so forth—we hear that all the time—I'd like to point out if I may
that if you took all of the payments that we have to niake on that
debt and put against them the receipts that we get from the same
kinds of things abroad, we are in a net surplus position. Last year,
$20 billion. We received more from the kinds of investments we
had abroad, $20 billion more, than the foreigners received from us.
Now that’s a long way from going broke on something like this.

Representative McMILLAN. So, again it really gets back to the
character, or the makeup, of that net investment position and if we
are basically borrowing—if it consists lprincitpall of an inflow of
dollars to buy short-term Treasury bills to fund the U.S. budget
deficit, then that's not healthy. If it's in the form of long-term
equity commitments to the American economy that create jobs,
then that’s positive. So I think you have to look at it in that light.

Secretary BALDRIGE. We have about $260 billion of direct invest-
ment abroad, the United States does, and foreigners have about
$209 billion invested here in direct investment—factories and that
kind of thing—but ours has been there a lot longer than theirs and
if we were to mark those up to market value—they're on at book
value now as the initial investment—if we were to mark otr assets
up to market value today because they have been there longer
than foreigners have here in this quantity, we would see an even
greater disparity between the kinds of investment.

Representative McMiLLAN. I would simply like to make one
other observation. You and I have discussed on many occasions the
trade issue and the legislation now pending before the Congress
and I think we obscure the challenge we face in world trade when
proponents on either side of that issue—free traders and protec-
tionists as they are called—simply rest their cases on those labels.
In fact, you and I know—all of us know—that world trade largely
exists under a set of agreements. And so lonE as there is an agree-
ment, in contrast to a free market system, there’s a degree of pro-
tection in there. Otherwise, there would be no need for the agree-
ment.

So I wish we would quit labeling—I'm not accusing you of this -
because I think you're very reasonable in this approach—every-
thing that deals realistically with the realities of world trade as
protectionist, when, in fact, we know we basically have to negotiate
not only in the interest of promoting world trade but, also in our
own self-interest of achieving a desirable result. So balance in
world trade in not just a problem of the right value of the dollar. 1t
is going to consist of negotiation. I simply wanted to get that point
in the record.

Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, Congressman McMillan, one of my po-
litical friends told me that when the Democrats take a trade action
it's protectionistic; when the Republicans take a trade action it's

realistic, so—— . .
Representative McMiLLaN. That sounds realistic. [Laughter.]

Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

There is one other question I want to get on the table—and
maybe we can come back to it if I run out of time—because I think
it is a rather far-reaching question. It has a tremendous bearing
upon not only our domestic budget deficit but also on the payments

balance.
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For the last 40 years, the United States has assumed a leader-
ship position in the world that calls upon it to make capital com-
mitments worldwide, which we have done, both through foreign as-
sistance and through the prlvate sector. This leadership position
also calls upon us to take the lion’s share of the cost of the defense
of the free world. It has been built into our mind set and so we find
ourselves in 1986 spending 6.8 percent of ouvr gross national prod-
uct on defense. Meanwhile, our major allies—and I emphasize that
word “allies” because I'm not being critical of them to spend far
less. Many of them do assume tremendous burdens, but the NATO
nations in the aggregate probably assume a level of defense ex-
penditures of only 3.5 percent of gross national product; the Japa-
nese assume a level of 1.0004 perc%:ui gross-national product. The
Japanese ecomony is very powerful. The Western European econo-
my is very powerful in the aggregate.

It seems to me that the time has come for the United States to
begin to look to our allies to assume a greater proportion of the
cost of providing for common defense and foreign assistance as
well. This should be a very basic policy. This is very much related
to solving the problems of the budget and of the trade deficits in
this country.

If we could come back to this later—I think I've run out of
time—I would appreciate any comments that you might have on -

' that, Mr. Secretary

Secretary BALDRIG‘E Well, I would just say briefly that I think
the common sense in what you say is undeniable. How we get there
and what we do to get there is not within my-province to say in my
particular position, but the more we spend on defense, the less we
can spend on research and development and investment in new fa-
cilities and so forth. That’s very clear.

Senator SARBANES. Senator Bingaman.

" Senator Symms. Mr. Chairman, could I make a unanimous con-
sent request?

Senator SARBANES. Surely.

Senator Symms. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much. I ask
unanimous consent that my opening remarks be inserted in the
record. And I apologize to the Secretary that I can’t stay this morn-
ing. I have another meeting.

Senator SARBANES. Thank you very much. The remarks will be
included in the record at this point.

[The opening statement of Senator Symms follows:]
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OFENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR SYMMS

Let me join with Chairman Sarbanes in welcoming this
morning's distinguished witnesses who will be testifying before
the Joint Economic Committee (JEC) on the role of the United
States in the global cconomy. My special regards go to our hY
estimable Secretary of Commerce Malcolm Baldrige who has always
given a superb account of himself before us.

A mid-year examination of America's international economic-
performance strikes me as an especially timely focus. Over the
past few months, the U.S. trade balance has begun to reverse
itself. A depreciated U.S. dollar is already helping to boost
exports. In volume terms, American nonagricultural exports
actually rose by 5 percent in 1986; by the fourth quarter of last
year they stood 9 percent above the level of the previous fourth
quarter. Improvements are even seen for the long embattled
agricultural sector with the U.S. Department of Agriculture
projecting a 15 percent increase in the volume and a 5 percent
increase in the value of agricultural exports this year over last
year. Commenting on future U.S. trade prospects before this
Committee yesterday, CEA Chairman Beryl W. Sprinkel hit the
appropriate note when he said that, "We can be very confident
about the direction of change". I agree.

The United States has been an engine of world economic growth
over the past 6 years--sucking in equivalently large volumes of
imports from the rest of the world. Though we are in the 55th
month of domestic expansion, import growth has clearly slowed.
For our major trade partners, this means a larger role for them
in stoking global recovery over the remainder of this decade and

beyond.

This message has had a hard time getting through to the right
people in Tokyo, Bonn, and other major allied capitals. But even
they are beginning to respond to market signals. Japan, for
example, has committed itself to a $43 billion domestic stimulus
package. It has also promised to expand its lending to Third
World countries. Both actions are long overdue. They are no less
encouraging portents of a more outward reaching Japanese policy
toward the global economy--from which they have so richly
benefitted. 1 am confident that other major allied cour*rvies will

‘follow.
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External account balances aside, however, the world will
continue to rely on the United States for global economic
leadership. How could it be otherwise? We continue to preside .
over the largest, most innovative economy. Singe the end of World
Var II, the U.S. has taken the lead in establishing the major
multilateral institutions that determine the health of the
international trade and payments system~-the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund, and the General Agreement On Tariffs
And Trade. For the U.S., the challenge will be to encourage a
more sensible division of labor between the United States and its
Asian and European partners in a manner which promotes trade
growth. In view of strong protectionist tendencies throughout the
world, this will not be an easy task for the U.S. It is a
necessary and worthy one. On this note, I once again welcome our
witnesses to the Joint Economic Committee. I look forward with
pleasure to their testimony.
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Senator Symms. I want to welcome our distinguished witnesses
today. This hearing is a very important one because of the current
trade bill debate on the floor of the Senate. Perhaps some of the
(clorgnments here will be used later today or next week in that

ebate

Yesterday, Beryl Sprinkel appeared before this committee and
commented that the proposed tax increase in the congressional
budget resolution may have a depressing effect on U.S. economic
performance later this year and in 1988. :

I also noticed in the newspapers that the World Bank has just
published its annual World Development Report. One of the re-
port’s most pertinent findings in my view is that if the nations of
the world continue on a path of monetary and fiscal imbalance
with large domestic budget deficits and high taxes and if we contin-
ue to plunge into world protectionism, we could seriously reduce
economic growth.

During the hearing today, I would like each of the witnesses to
address these issues of how we are going to stimulate economic
growth instead of stifling it.

In particular, I hope the witnesses can be as specific as possible
about some of the trade restrictions that are presently being debat-
ed on the floor of the Senate, so their expert analysis might be
used to help us do the best thing with this trade bill.

Senator SARBANES. Thank you very much, Senator Symms.

Senator Bingaman.

Senator BINGAMAN. Mr. Secretary, welcome. I have another
chart that I would like your thoughts on.

This chart was prepared by the Committee én Economic Develop-
ment and is entitled “Deepening Net U. S International Debt: A
Best Case Versus a Busmess-as—Usual Case.” It comes from a report
that they are issuing in the very near future.

The chart points out that if we pursue business-as-usual and the
current account deficit remains very large, we would have a very
significant deepening international debt.

The point you have made two or three times this morning is that _
the trade deficit will be reduced to zero, and it’s just a question of
how that happens, whether it happens because of lower standard of
living.because the dollar continues to drop or whether it happens
because of increased productivity. Is that accurate?

Secretary BALDRIGE. What will happen, sir, is if our debt gets to
some point—no one knows just where—where foreign investors
begin to worry more about what’s going to happen next in the
United States than they are worried about investing in some other
place whether it's the U.K. or the European Community or some-
where in South America, if this scene that you have here were to
be laid out at some point before it got to the bottom, it's my belief
that foreign investors would back away, the would look on this
country now as not worth the risk and we would have to increase
interest rates greatly to attract the kind of money to pay off our
debt, and that would cause the kind of recession that would—we
would clearly end up with a lower standard of living, a lower
dollar, that would in effect hurt us. We don’t want to do that.
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But what would have caused the problem would be outside inves-
tors, foreign investors, looking at any point here alon% this line and
say, “It's safe for me to invest my money someplace else.”

Senator BINGAMAN. I guess what concerns me is when I look at
the trade deficit and current account deficit I have difficulty seein
how we are going to get that back to a balanced position. This wil
be especially difficult given the fact that our imports of foreign oil
are going up. Oil imports are projected by the Department of
Energy to continue increasing in the next 5 to 10 years and really
there’s no point at which they are expected to turn down that I'm
aware of.

Secretary BALDRIGE. Mr. Bingaman, your question was how is
this going to happen, how are we going to get an improvement and
an increase in the standard of living. Honest and truly, most ob-
servers don’t fully grasp the strides that American business have
made in becoming more competitive. I have to see it and live with
it all the time in my job. I see company after company that have
cut their costs, not 5 percent or 6 percent, they have cut them by
30 percent. I mean their total costs across the board. They have a
break-even point 25 or 30 percent lower than they did in 1980.
They have done it not because they are that much better than any-
body else but because they have had to. They had to exist in this
cutthroat global competition. Our companies are getting leaned
down. Their quality has gone-up by a factor of four or five—not

erfect, not every company, but I would-say most comﬁanies have
een through this process. So right now they are at the best trim to
be competitive that they have been for a long, long time.

And at this time, we've seen our dollar go down against the
other .major currencies and that is already affecting in a mag)or way
the volume of imports and exports to the United States. Our ex-
ports are up 17 percent from last summer to this summer.

Senator BINGAMAN. I agree with a lot of what you're saying, but
is it your prediction that U.S. manufacturing will be able to export
enough in excess of what’s imported in manufactured goods and
products to compensate for all that we have to import in oil and
petroleum products?

Secretary BALDRIGE. It would be a two-edged sword on the way
down for the deficit like it was on the way up. Yes, to your ques-
tion about manufacturers. We will be immensely more competitive
and that will show up on the export side. But also, yes, to de-
creased imports because if you think about it 75 percent of all the
goods sold in the United States now are subject to intense foreign
competition and if American manufacturers are able to compete
abroad they certainlir ought to be able to compete in this countrK.
That’s the message I keep bringinf around to people in Keokuk,
Iowa, and Brent, Kansas, and so forth, the small manufacturers
there. You're already competing, I tell the U.S. people. You are al-
ready competing against foreign imports, so you might as well
exrort and ¢ompete against them. That’s to get exports up. But we
will see lower imports. We are already seeing in volume, not in
unit price, 2.5 percent drop in imports over the last 6 months and
that’s not much but imports are stubborner. They keep on hanging
in there longer. But we will see both happen—increased exports

and decreased imports.
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Senator BINGAMAN. We've seen an improvement in the relation-
ship of the dollar to the yen and the mark. But we have not seen
an improvement with respect to the currencies of some Third
World countries, particularly in the Pacific Basin and Canada.

It seems to me it may not be as large a problem as the yen-mark
problem, but it is clearly a persistent obstacle to us dealing with
this trade deficit. Wha} is being done to solve that problem?

Secretary BALDRIGE. You are absolutely correct. We can'’t solve
the exchange rate or come close to solving the exchange rate diffi-
culties with the Japanese and the Germans and the U.K. and then
allow the Taiwanese and the South Koreans and Hong Kong to
walk away with whatever the advantages were we gained. We've
made that very clear to Taiwan and South Korea. In the case of
Hong Kong, their market is so open that it's hard to find much in
the way that we ought to criticize or ask them to change.

In the case of Taiwan, their foreign reserves are up to almost $60 -
billion now. I think that’s only exceeded by Germany and perhaps
Japan. I think there are only twocountries in the world with more
foreign reserves than Taiwan has. Yet they are not moving that
surplus. They are not regenerating it and investing it.

e think that they should strengthen their currency. We have
told the South Koreans that, too. The South Koreans, we will see a
favorable change in our deficit with South Korea beginning some-
time this year. That will change and go the other way because of
some actions they have taken. But Taiwan has still not stepped up
to that problem enough of the international exchange rates. They
have done it some but not enough.

Senator BINGAMAN. Aren’t there some things we can do besides
just talking to them about this? Isn’t there some leverage that we
can bring to bear on the Taiwanese and the South Koreans to get -
this currency valuation problem fixed?

Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, I suppose there is, and I know in times
like this particularly we want to get speedy action on a serious fi-
nancial problem like that or else look for sanctions or something.
The fact is, it's more of a gradual process. In the case of Taiwan,
they have to their credit reduced thousands of tariff barriers to our
goods going in there. They are going to reduce some more. We keep
talking to them about strengthening it lgr 20 A)ercent. It isn’t
enough, so we will have to keep on talking. But I think it's a wrong
thing to try and just use sanctions immediately when the don’t do
exactly what we want in exactly the same timeframe. They have
been moving and we would like to see them move faster, but it
hasn’t been a disaster by any means.

Senator BINGAMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator SARBANES. Congressman Fish. -

Representative FisH. Thank ]you very much, Mr. Chairman, and
my compliments to you for holding this important hearing. I take
particular pleasure in welcoming my friend, the Secretary of Com-
merce, who is a major player in advancing U.S. trade policy—the
most recent step being the action the Secretary took with respect
to export controls which I thought was exemplary, as well as coura-

geous.
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Mr. Chairman, I had, had I been here omptly, an opening
statement. I ask that that be made a part of the record

Senator SARBANES. Certainly. Without objection, so ordered
[The opening statement of Representative Fish follows:]
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OPENING STATEMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE FISH

I AM PLEASED TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN WITH MY
COLLEAGUES ON THE JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE iN WELCOMING
TODAY'S DISTINGUISHED WITNESSES. I TAKE PARTICULAR PLEASURE
WITH REGARD TO OUR LEAD OFF WITNESS, U.S. SECRETARY OF COMMERCE .
MALCOLM BALDRIGE WHOSE DEPARTMENT HAS PLAYED A MAq?R ROLE IN -
ADVANCING U.S. TRADE POL16§. WELCOME MAC. BECAUSE WgwﬁAVE
A NUMBER OF PEOPLE TO HEAR FROM THIS MORNING, I WILL KEEP MY"

-
OPENING STATEMENT BRIEF. '

THE SUBJECT OF TODAY'S JEC HEARING IS THE EVOLING U.S.
ROLE IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY. THIS IS A VITAL ISSUE FOR THE
UNITED STATES. APPROXIMATELY 5 MILLION AMERICAN JOBS PRESENTLY
DEPEND ON EXPORTS; OVERALL, BETWEEN ONE-FIFTH AND ONE-QUARTER
OF OUR GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT (GNP) IS GENERATED THROUGH
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE AND SERVICE TRANSACTIONS. THIS
PERCENTAGE WILL, IF ANYTHING, GROW. AND AS WE HRAVE RECENTLY
SEEN WITH RESPECT TO INTERﬂATIONAL MONETARY POLICY, WEST
GERMAN AND thANESE DECISIONS TO RAISE OR LOWER DOMESTIC
INTEREST RATES INVARIABLY.HAVE A DIRECT IMPACT ON THE DOLLAR'S
EXCHANGE RATE VALUE.’IN SUM, WE HAVE NEVER BEEN SO DEPENDENT
ON THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AS WE ARE TODAY.

NOWHERE IS THIS DEPENDENCE MORE PRONOUNCED THAN IN.THE
FIELD OF"INTERNATIONAL TRADE. FOR A GROWING @UMBER OF AMERICAN
FIRMS, SUCCESS OR FAILURE DEPENDS ON HOW EFFECTIVELY THEY
COMPETE FOR SALES WITH THEIR JAPANESE, EUROPEAN, AND THIRD
WORLD COUNTERPARTS--BOTH ABR&AD AND AT HOME. AND THIS IS AS
IT SHOULD BE. TRADE ‘REMAINS THE MOST IMPORTANT GROWTH CA&ALYST
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IN THE WORLD ECONOMY. SINCE 1945, COMBINED WORLD EXPORTS
AND IMPORTS HAVE ACCORDINGLY GROWN BETWEEN 1 AND 2.5 PERCENTAGE
POINTS FASTER THA& GNP, TEIS IS BECAUSE TRADE EXPANSION
GENERATES DOMESTIC GROWTH BY FREEING RESOURCES AND STIMULATING
PRODUCTIVITY, WHILE OPENING MARKETS FOR THE EXPORTING COUNTRY.
I QOULD LIKE TO END ON THIS NOTE. BUT I KNOW THAT OUR
WITNESSES HAVE SOME ADDITIONAL, AT TIMES DISTURBING POINTS
TO MAKE ON THIS VERY SUBJECT. THOSE POINTS DIRECTLY INVOLVE
AMERICA'S GROWING MERCHANDISE TRADE DEFICIT WITH THE REST
OF THE WORLD OVER THE PAST DECADE, AND WHAT THOSE IMBALANCES
MEAN FOR THE DOMESTIC AMERICAN ECONOMY; WE HAVE CLEARLY
REACHED A CRITICAL JUNCTURE IN THE TRADE ARENA. BETWEEN
1981 and 1986 U.S. IMPORTS EXCEEDED U.S. EXPORTS BY NEARLY
$600 BILLION. AT LEAST FOR THE FIRST FEW YéARSW THIS WAS NOT
AN ENTIRELY UNWELCOME DEVELOPMENT. WITHOUT THI1IS LEVEL OF
AMERICAN IMPORT DEMAND, THE WORLD RECESSION WOULD PROBABLY
HAVE BEEN UNDULY PROLONGED. AND IMPORT COMPETITION CERTAINLY
HELPED AMELIORATE DOMESTIC U.S. INFLATIONARY PRESSURES. BUT
TRIS D??ERIORATION.IN OUR MERCHANDISE TRADE' ACCOUNT HAS
CLEARLY GONE FAR ENOUGH. NEITHER WE NOR THE REST OF THE WORLD
WILL CONTINUE TO BENFPIT FROM THIS BUGE IMBALANCE EXISTING
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES, ON THE ONE SIDE, AND ITS EUROPEAN
AND ASIAN PARTNERS, ON THE OTHER SIDE. THE QUESTION FACING
US TODAY, THEN, IS NOT WHETHER WE ESTABLISH GREATER BALANCE
IN THE U.S. EXTERNAL ACCOUNT--BUT HOW WE GO ABOUT DOING IT,
AND WITH WHAT CONSEQUENCES FOR THE UNITED STATES FND ITs
TRADE PARTNERS. I DO NOT PRE&END TO HAVE FINAL ANSWERS TO

THESE ALIGNED QUESTIONS, BUT TWO CORSIDERATIONS SEEM CRUCIAL

-

t
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TO ME.
FIRST, THE UNITED STATES CLEARLY NEEDS TO UNDERTAKE A

LONG TERM INITIATIVE DESIGNED TO HELP IMPROVE AMERICAN
TRADE COMPETITIVENESS. "COMPETITIVENESS" ﬁAS, TO BE SURE,
BECOME A SYMBOL AND A FAD--EXPRESSING AS IT DOES, A VARIETY
OF U.S. CONCERNS ABOUT AMERICA'S FUTURE PLACE IN THE GLOBAL
ECONOMY. CONGRESS'S JOB IN MY VIEW IS TO SHARPEN OUR
DEFINITION OF THIS CONCEPT IN ORDER TO FOSTER THE KIND OF
DOMESTIC ENVIRONMENT HERE IN THE UNITED STATES WHICH LEADS
TO A MORE ROBUST POSITION FOR AMERICAN FIRMS IN GLOBAL .

-

MARKETS, INCLUDING OUR OHN. .
WE HAVE MADE SOME PROGRESS IN RESTORING U.S. COMPETITIVENESS:
THANKS TO THE DOLLAR'S DEPRECIATION SINCE LATE 1985 AND
JUMPS IN MANUFACTURING PRODUCTIVITY. THESE TWO WELCOME
DEVELOPMENTS SHOULD HELP PROVIDE THE UNITED STATES WITH RENEWED
OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPAND SALES OF U.S. GOODS AT HOME AND ABROAD.
TO REALIZE THESE. GAINS, HOWEVER, REQUIRES MORE FUNDAMENTAL,
STRUCTURAL SHIFTS IN HOW WE POSITION OURSELVES IN THE GLOBAL
ECONOMY. I WOULD EXPECT THIS MORNING'S WITNESSES WILL PROVIDE
US WITH SOME NECESSARY INSIGHTS INTO HOW WE GO ABOUT
ACCOMPLISHING THAT SHIFT.
SECOND, WE CLEARLY NEED TO PRESS FORWARD IN NEGOTIATING
MORE EQUITABLE RULES FOR CONDUCTING INTERNATIONAL TRADE.
THE WORLD HAS CHANGED DRAMATICALLY OVER THE PAST DECADE.
U.S. TRADE LAWS NEED TO REFLECT THOSE CHANGES; AS DO THE TRADE
LAWS OF OUR PARTNERS. FOR INSTANCE, IN THE FIELD OF SERVICES—-

AN AREA WHERE I HAVE A GREAT INTEREST--U.S. FIRMS (FROM
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INSURANCE TO TELECOMMUNICATIONS) CLEARLY REQUIRE FIRMER,
I.E.,” MORE TRANSPARENT AND. INTERNATIONALLY ENFORCEABLE,
GUARANTEES .FROM ADVANCED DEVELOP.ING COUNTRIES THAT THEY
WILL BE ALLOWED TO COMPETE FAIRLY IN THEIR GROWING MARKETS.
SIMILAR CONSIDERATIONS INVOLVE U.S. AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS.
THE WORLD, NOT JUST THE UNX'ED STATES, DESERVES A FREER,
LESS SUBSIDY LADEN, COMMERCIAL ENVIRONMENT FOR THE SALE )
OF COMMODITIES. FOR THESE ABOVE REASONS, IT IS IN AMERICA'S
FOREMOST INTEREST TO EFFECTIVELY PUSH FOR MEANINGFUL
BREAKTHROUGHS IN THE NE¥ GATT ROUND PRESENTLY UNDERWAY
IN GENEVA, Q

NEITHER OF THESE ABOVE ACTIONS WILL, IN THEMSELVES,
ANSWER ALL OF AMERICA'S TRADE CHALLENGES. BUT IF THEY
ARE PROPE&LY UNDERTAKEN, I HAVE NO DOUBT IN MY MIND THAT
FUTURE U.S. TRADE PROSPECTS WILL Bé BRIGHT INDEED.

~ gt
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Representative FisH. Mr. Secretary, to be very brief, it seems to
me that one of our problems is how we go about establishing great-
er balance in the U.S. external account. This method involves you
directly in terms of the need for long-term initiatives to improve
American trade competitiveness. We are well aware of the many-
faceted approach to which you have contributed and which was
just discussed. We have to ?ress forward in negotiating more equi-
table rules in the conduct of international trade.

So my question to you is: What in your judgment is the most sig-
nificant action the United States can take now to improve future
American trade prospects? Perhaps you would prefer to list actions
that should be taken simultaneously rather than just name one.

Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, if I had to name one, it would be
reduce the budget deficit. But obviously that can’t be the sole
dnswer. There are some other things, too. ‘

And you would have to divide them, Mr. Congressman, into mac-
roeconomic and microeconomic actions. I think under macroeco-
nomic, we need to reduce the budget deficit and the trade deficit in
tandem. They have to go down together if we're T%:)in to come out
of this without having some kind of a recession. eyiave to go on
concurrently.

If we're going to give our companies a level glafyin‘g field, we
need a successful completion of the Uruguay round of GATT. There
are a lot of international trade practices that are not covered by
the GATT that need to be if we're going to get a fair shake—serv-
ices, agriculture, dispute settlement particularly. We have a good
deal of you gentlemen and the Congress that look at GATT as a
kind of week reed because the dispute settlement mechanism is
aveak and we need to change that.

All of those help our trading companies, exporters, sell abroad.
We have to continue the kind of trade law implementation we've
had in the last 2 years. We've been a lot stronger, a lot tougher in
enforcing our trade laws than we were in the first 3 or 4 years.
And we need those kind of fair trade laws to underpin our free
trade policy because free trade constituency would just disappear if
we didn’t have fair trade laws and implement them.

I think we have to—becaue we are so interdependent now as a
world—we have to improve our macroeconomic policy coordination
with our major trading partners, the major industrial countries of
the world. We are seeing the beginnings of having a lot more of
that kind of cooperation than we did before. Certainly it has im-
proved greatly since 1981, but we have to improve it even more be-
cause the world is getting more complex and complicated.

If we could wave—I was going to say wave a wand but that’s not
the right way to put it—we should develop Igolicies and get them
passed that would encourage savings in the United States so we're
saving ‘more and have more to invest. I'd encourage investments in
education so that our kids are as good as any in the world for fur-
ther training if they decide to go into manufacturing or whatever it
is—they know how to read, they know how to write, they know
how to synthesize an argument and so fourth because they’ve been
trained in it. :

So edueation and investment abilities because of the increase in
savings, those are all macroeconomic kinds of things we can do.

-
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Representative FisH. Thank you very much. Just a word on edu-
cation because we all deplore the high rate of functional illiteracy
in the country. Also, I think that while addressing it, we should be
conscious of what has been referred to as “International illiteracy.”
Our children are coming out of school not having a knowledge of
languages nor much about the history or culture of other coun-
tries—a knowledfe which, for the competitiveness that you de-
scribe, we certainly need to have.

Secretary BALDRIGE. I wish we could have compulsory language
in every school.

Representative FisH. Mr. Secretary, one other question. You
layed a major role in negotiativns for improved market access in
apan. One crucial aspect of that policy involves the market open-

ing sector specific talks with Tokyo. I've heard little about MOSS
recently and I wonder if you could bring us up to date.

Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, the main areas were telecommunica-
tions, forest products, medical equipment and pharmaceuticals, and
electronics. The net results have been—and I don’t know if you
could trace this exactly, but it’s sure heading the right way—that
we had a 13 percent increase in exports to Japan in all these
MOSS efforts in 1986. I'm not going to sit here and claim that that
was all due to the MOSS negotiations, but they certainly were a
major factor in it. ’

In the telecommunications area, we were able to virtually elimi-
nate all the regulatory barriers and discrimination in the telecom-
munications equipment and radio services area. However, we were
not able to eliminate that reaction of the Japanese—on a one-time
basis anyway—when the cable project from Japan to our West
Coast came up—the KDD project it’s called—that’s the equivalent
of our AT&T offshore—to have any competition for that. We are
seeing some barriers that are put up in ways we hadn’t seen before
and I think we are getting them negotiated down, too, but that
part has not come easily.

In forest products, we did win significant reductions in paper and
wood tariffs and easing those barriers about standards to our wool
panel product exports that were really silly but they were in there
and they were hurting us and we were gble to get them out. So we
did get reductions there.

In medical equipment and pharmaceuticals, we greatly simplified
the regulatory procedures and we eliminated a lot of the adminis-
trative delays. And our companies would say that. It's not perfect
yet, but it’s a lot better than it was.

In electronics, we leaned very heavily and were able to get exten-
sion of copyright protection to software and get elimination of tar-
iffs on computers and parts. That software was very important. We
worked very hard on copyright protection there because the Japa-
nese were not going to give it copyright protection and were going
to go another route with it. They didn’t really want any protection
at all because that's where they're behind is on software and we're
ahead of them, and it was very important for us to get this copy- -
right law through, which we did.

fore we started those talks, the Japanese were embarked on a
policy on software that if the U.S company had licensed any Japa-
nese company to use their software, then that company could li-
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cense any other Japanese company. And that would have certainly
killed any initiatives we had in that area. So that's a brief answer
-to your question.
presentative FisH. Thank you very much.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator SARBANES. Congressman Scheuer.

Representative SCHEUER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

It's a great pleasure to have you back here, Secretary Baldrige,
and we always benefit from your eloquent and informed testimon‘y.

Let me ask you a sort of general question about the budget defi-
cit. There seems to be a very nebulous component wherein we see
no light at the end of the tunnel. Now over the last 6 or 7 years on
actual appropriations the Congress has been within a percentage
point or two of the President’s budget. We may have changed the
mix a little bit, but we have really ground in and reduced domestic
programs very substantially. There's not much fat left there, little
If any fat left there. - -

It seems to many of us that an answer must come from revenue
enhancement. We have met the President’s budget in our appro-
priations. We're virtually dollar-for-dollar with him.

If you accept that and if you accept the fact that we are going to
have some revenue enhancement, as leaders of both parties have
confirmed in the Congress, which of all the elements that have
been described would you put together for the Baldrige package? Is
it luxury tax, alcohol tax, tobacco tax, fasoline tax at the pump,
gasoline tax at the border? Is it deferral of the decrease in corpo-
rate tax reductions? Is it deferral of individual tax reductions? Is it
some kind of consumer tax, a value added tax, a national sales tax?

Which of all of the things that have been floated from all points
of the spectrum would you say seem to make sense and that sooner
or later the executive branch and the Congress are going to have to
look at very closely?

Secretary BALDRIGE. Congressman Scheuer, I hope I can still
keep your friendship, which I do cherish, and nimbly avoid that
trz;p of saying which tax do Kou like if you had to take a tax.

irst and foremost, we have to get government expenditures
down. Now I know we are tighter than we used to be and that’s
been the result of some cooperation between the Congress and the
President.

A lot in Congress think we’ve cut everything to the bone. I'd be
glad to go into some areas that I think can be cut more.

Representative SCHEUER. Tell us.

Secretary BALDRIGE. EDA is one that comes to my mind right
now. There’s $200 or $300 million left in that.

Representative SCHEUER. $200 or $300 million is not going to
make much of an impact.

Secretary BALDRIGE. I was taught the other wag, Mr. Congress-
man. I've been down in Washington for 7 years and I still don’t un-
derstand that kind of thinking, honest and truly: $200 or $300 mil-
lion, that's a third of a billion or a fifth of a billion. That'’s the way
you pick it up. You can’t pick it up by one big chunk.

Representative SCHEUER. We remember what Senator Dirksen
told us, “A billion here and a billion there, and pretty. soon it adds

up to real money.”
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Secretary BALDRIGE. Yes, but you know the way the Japanese
were ahead of us for a while on quality and we're getting back
now, it's incrementally. It's step by step. It’s a jillion little steps.
That’s the only way in getting a badget down in a company for the
30 years I was able to do it. There’s no one big thing. And that’s
the way it is here. '

So I say when we have reached some kind of agreement that all
the spending has been cut that can be cut—and literally there’s
some agreement on that—and then if we have a budget deficit of
any size, I think the President would sit down and talk about reve-
nue enhancement in whatever ways you want to do it. I know
when the Republicans use it, it's revenue enhancement. When the
Democrats use it, it's tax raising. That'’s the political jargon.

Representative ScCHEUER. Mr. Secretary, you're talking about
some incremental cuts at the margin and you probably could put
together 10 examples of where you could pick ug a quarter or a
third of a billion. So yofr'retalking about $2 or $3 or $4 or $5 bil-
lion, when we're talking about an annual budget deficit in the hun-
dreds of billions of dollars. It's $160 billion now. Surely, you can do
> better than 3 percent of what we're talking about. _

Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, what about the public works bill, Mr.
S(ﬁ}?gressman, that just went through? What about the highway

ill?
. Representative ScHEUER. The public works bill—Mr. Szcretary,

one of the problems in this country is that our infrastructure is
crumbling. We have water systems in New York City and New
York State that go back to the last century, wooden pipes. Bridges
are falling down. Cars are tumbling into the water because we are
letting our infrastructure collapse. We can’t turn off these pro-
grams that maintain our capital plant in this country. We’ve done
a lot of that for the last 6 or 7 years, far too much.

We are in a desperate deficit position on capital plant. That’s too
easy and too glib an answer to say cut down on public works. I
don’t say there isn’t a little reality to the concept of york barrel. Of
course there is. This is a human institution. But it's too glib and
too easy an answer to make to say just cut down on public works.
We are in desperate deficit in public works. We ought to be spend-
ing a great deal more on our roads, on our sewers, on our water

systems. g
Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, may I put it another way because I

can see I touched a sore point there.

Representative ScHEUER. Well, I come from New York City
where we have water pipes that go back to the 1800’s which lose
half the water that flows through them. There are other cities in
this country that have a desperate need for vast infusions of
money. If we did tl::;i'ob on our tertiary sewer systems, cleanup,
that we urgently need, we would be spending billions of dollars
more to produce clean lakes and clean rivers. And we've made

rogress. The Potomac and the Hudson are almost swimmable, but
1t's only because Congress in past years has spend vast billions of
dollars to do that and there’s a need for vast billions more to clean
up our environment, to get rid of acid rain.

Secretary BALDRIGE. Could we look at the positive side for a
minute, Mr. Congressman? On the idea of raising additional funds
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through some means or another, it strikes some of us that on the
Democratic side—if I have this right because I'm not with OMB
and this is not my main line of business—but it strikes me and
some of us that on the Democratic side there was $20 to $22 billion
worth of additional revenues raised in the plan. On the Republican

lan that they brought down I think there were about $18 billion.

ow they were called different names and they were different, On
the Republican side, there are some one-time sales and so forth. On
the Democratic side, there were some taxes.

But what strikes one is that one party has proposed $18 billion
and another party $22 billion and it seems to me there’s a fruitful
area for some kind of a compromise that we ought to be able to
work something out. That's what I'd hope, but I'm not the techni-
cian on that and I haven’t been involved in those particular meet-

ings.

%.epresentative ScHEUER. All right. Let me ask you a question on
our trade deficit, taking Japan.or South Korea as an example. We
do have problems of access with both of those countries, but I think
it'’s been estimated that if the problems of access were removed,
our $65 billion trade deficit approximately with Japan wouldn’t go
down more than 10 or 12 or 15 percent maximum.

Secretary BALDRIGE. That’s the unfair trading practices part?

Representative SCHEUER. That's correct. Their refusal to give us
access to their market for some of our high technology products,
for some of our agricultural products and so forth.

But still if those were all removed, we would still have in excess
of a $50 billion trade deficit with Japan. --

Can you think of anything that could be done in this country to
sharpen up our ability to sell abroad, more cost effective labor
force, a massive attack on the problem of funcational illiteracy in
this country, better corporate decision making? I know that’s a pri-
vate sector matter, but when. our steel companies who come beg-
ging us for help and protection against foreign imports and they
fail to use their cash flow to bring their plant and equipment up to
snuff and they engage in adventures buying oil companies and so
forth, you really wonder whether corporate decision making can’t
be sharpened up. -

The preoccupation with corporations for this current quarter,
how are their profits and losses going to look this quarter and next
quarter, instead of the long term, our seeming inability to save the
amounts of money that we need to invest in new plant and equip-
ment to be competitive—is there any program that you can think
of, of things we ought to be doing to toughen up the American
economy, to make our export sector tougher, leaner, more competi-
tive in world commerce? '

Secretary BALDRIGE. Mr. Congressman, we have taken, I believe,
the most important macroeconomic step in conjunction with other
countries when we helped, in effect, push the dollar down, a!l-
though it would have gone down even without that but that gave
an extra push at the right time and the cooperation that we've had
since then is well known.

If you look at our $50 or $60 billion deficit with Japan, as you
pointed out, if you eliminated unfair trade practices, that would
only make about $12 or $15 billion worth of difference. The dollar

79-716 0 - 88 - 5
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decline against the Japanese yen is much more significant than
that. That would make a difference of over half of that $50 or $60
billion deficit simply by havir? Japanese products cost more.

And you're iomg to see Japanese prices bein% raised in this
country and if American manufacturers hold their line they will be
able to increase market share at the expense of the Japanese. By
holding their line on costs, the largest Japanese companies had an
average profit drop of 40 percent in the last quarter of last year.
That shows how much they want to keep the U.S. business. It hurt
them that much. We have to be able to do the same thing and, as
you point out, that's a private sector economy decision.

But the macroeconomic facts are in place. With the yen-dollar,
we are competitive with them and if we can beat the Japanese in
areas like we are in some third countries abroad, we can win in the
United States of America when they have to ship over here. That, I
believe, will be coming out. It believe that American management
is getting much better along the lines you talked about because I
see, to put it crudely, more and more CEO’s fired who never would
have been fired in the 1960’s and 1970’s—you never heard of a For-'.
tune 500 chap getting fired, but now you do. You see a lot of them.
I know of 10 or 15 lately. And the new fellow knows why he’s put
in there and he has to compete and in a lot of cases they're doing

it.

So I think it's a combination of macro and micro-economic fac-
tors, but I think the big steps have been taken. The one that hasn’t
been taken is education and if I could add, also policies that would
increase saving in the United States. Those are two macroeconomic
issues that we ought to face up to.

Representative SCHEUER. Does the administration have any spe-
cific policies, programs, legislative initiatives to encourage a great-
er rate of saving and a greater rate of capital investment in the
manufacturing sector where we are in desperate competition?

Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, I don’t want to oversimplify, but this
isn't oversimplifying. The best thing we could do there is get the
budget deficit down so it doesn’t sop up so much money.

Now beyond that, there are other things we ought to be doing
that would take—it gets outside the purview of my statements
here, but we ought to concentrate more on that.

Representative SCHEUER. Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator SARBANES. Mr. Secretary, I just want to point out two
charts in light of the questions and responses to Congressman
Scheuer that are in the annual Joint Economic Committee report.
One is Federal Government purchases and this ascending line is
military. This is military purchases. This line [indicating] is civil-
ian, this one that is pretty well straightened out here. So when you
talk about the spending problem, I just want to use that chart to
underscore where the problem is.

And related to that—and it's something that you touched on ear-
lier in response to Congressman McMillan—this is nondefense
R&D, nondefense research and development as a percent of GNP.
These lines are Germany and Japan and this line down here [indi-
cating] is the United States. Actually, you touched on that point in
response to a question earlier.
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Congressman Solarz.
Representative SoLARz. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Secretary, it's good to see you. I would appreciate it if you
could spell out for us what you consider to be the relationship be-
tween the budget deficit and the trade deficit- arid the extent to
which the budget deficit has contributed to a deterioration in our
trade balance. )

Secretary BALDRIGE. The budget deficit has to be financed. The
larger it is, obviously, the more money it takes to finance it. The
total net savin%s in the United States is not enough to have a

. budget deficit plus the net investment that's been going on. So we
clearly have to go abroad and entice foreign investors to help fi-
nance our budget deficit.

Even though we did have a lower inflation rate than the rest of
the world for a long time—and then they began to catch up with
it—because our n for financing was as large as it was, to attract
those funds we ended up having a real interest rate—that’s inter-
est rate after inflation—that was, for most of the time between
1981 and 1986, 1 to 2 percent higher than the other leading indus-
trial countries, the Japanese, the Germans and so forth.

So if we had not had that need to finance, we would not have
needed real interest rates to be 1 or 2 percent higher in order to
have the marketplace work to attract them in. And with lower in-
terest rates, we would have seen more housing built, we would
have seen more investment. The hurdle of rate of return for U.S.
industry’s investment would have been lower, there would have
been more investments made, and that is the correlation as I see it.

Representative SoLArz. Well, I followed your explanation up to
the end but I'm not sure that I understood tﬁe conclusion.

How does all of this affect the trade deficit? ‘

Secretary BALDRIGE. The dollar strengthened from 1981 throuﬁh
most of 1985 because the real interest rates were high, because the
United States was a safe place to invest, a secure g ace to invest—
all of this compared to the rest of the world—and because we were
having a GNP growth that was better than the European Commu-
nity’s and for part of that time better than the Japanese. We had
an average GNP growth of almost 4 percent, coupled with safety of
investing, coupled with higher rates of interest, all of that means
that the dollar strengthened as a result and the strengthening of
the dollar, in my opinion, accounts for 60 percent at least of the

size of our trade deficit. i
Representative SoLArz. Well, this was the explanation that I had

heard in the past.
- Secreta?w ALDRIGE. I've tried to explain 60 percent of it. Now
the other 40 percent would take another 5 minutes.

Representative SoLARz. Well, I think you’ve articulated well the
conventional wisdom on this issue, but if what you say is true, then
how does one account for the fact that in spite of continuing very
high budget deficits, the value of the dollar has in fact declined 30

- to 40 percent over the course of the last year or so?

Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, because of the imperfect economic
world we live in, Mr. Congressman, the market vastly overshot the
mark on the dollar on the way up. Businessmen and economists,
even some respected ones such as are sitting in the room here and
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will be on the panel—and I have real humility, as far as knowledge
of economics, compared to them—but businessmen or economists
both share the same thing. They are confident for too long a period
after there’s been a change on something that’s going to get worse,
and they are pessimistic too long after something has changed the
other way, and they overshoot the mark all the time. The Federal
Reserve does it. The world economic markets did it on the dollar.

Representative SoLARz. Is it your-position that further signifi-
cant reductions in the budget deficit by reducing the need for fi-
nancing of the budget deficit would enable us to lower interest
rates because the¥1 wouldn’t have to be so high to attract the for-
eign capital and that, in turn, would result in a further decline of
the dollar which, in turn, would result in a further reduction in the
trade deficit?

Secretary BALDRIGE. Exactly, I'm not sure how much a decline in
the dollar would be involved. Perhaps that's not a factor. I would
leave that to some of the people coming after me, if that would be
affected by that.

But some of the Fractical aspects of that get overlooked some- - -
times. One is that if we took care of this budget deficit problem—
and clearly we're on the way to taking care of-it—the Federal Re-
serve Board would clearly have a great deal more security in being
able to ease up on interest rates because they would not see infla-
tion as that large of a problem.

Every time we get r the Japanese and the Germans to stimu-
late their domestic economy because they can’t expect this export-
led growth from the United States anymore, and we need some-
thing to export to, they turn around and say, “It's your fault; it's
- your budget deficit.” I would like to remove that excuse because I
thilpk we'd do better in international harmonization of economic
policy.

Representative SoLARrz. You indicated that we have become more
and more dependent on foreign capital to finance our budget defi-
cit. Could you let us know how much of the budget deficit is being
financed by foreign purchases of ‘“T” bills?

Secretary BALDRIGE. Yes. I had those figures here somewhere. I'll
have to come back to you with an answer to that question. I don’t
find them right nere. . .

. Representative SoLarz. All right. Mr. Secretary, in your testimo-
ny and in some of your answers to'the questions, you indicated
that you felt that the enactment of protectionist legislation could
have unwanted and unfortunate consequences for the economy.

Now I want to ask you to comment in J)articular about the ap-
proach embodied in the so-called Gephardt amendment based on
the following line of reasoning. I'm sure you would agree that in
our efforts to persuade other countries to remove unfair barriers to
American exports that we need to rely not just on persuasion but
on the implicit threat, as it were, that if they don’t take these steps
we will either by choice or compulsion end up taking retaliatory
measures. That clearly enhanced presumably the negotiating po-
tential of our emissaries when they try to convince the Germans
and the Japanese and others to reduce these barriers to trade.

Now keeping that in mind—and I'm sure that so far you prob-
ably agree with me—it seems to me that if you look at the Gep-

\
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hardt amendment, which has a pretty big waiver in it that gives
the President the right to waive the implementation of it if he be-
lieves it will not be in the economic interest of the country—that
you can make the argument that the Gephardt amendment does
not obligate the President to take any retaliatory measures he
doesn’t want to take because of the waiver. Whereas, if you had a
President who believed, for better or worse, rightly or wrongly,
that the kind of retaliation envisioned by the Gephardt amend-
ment would be in the interest of the country, presumably even
without the Geﬁhardt amendment, the President could use existing
authorities in the law to achieve the same effect.

Conse%uently, it seems to me the argument could be made that
the Gephardt amendment doesn’t require a President to do any-
thing he doesn’t want to do, while it doesn’t prohibit him from
doing things that he already has the power to do, but that, in
terms of our capacity to negotiate reductions in barriers to Ameri-
can exports abroad, the enactment of legislation like this can en-
hance the credibility of our diplomats and emissaries and the STR
when they say to our foreign economic competitors if they don’t
agree to the prorosa.ls we're making, at least many of them, that
the Congress 1s clearly going to compel this kind of response.

.And without legislation like this, the administration may appear
to be just crying “wolf”’ and that implicitly undermines the effec-
;;)iver.xess in persuading the other countries to remove some of these

arriers.

So how would your revs‘?ond to that line of reasoning?

Secretary BALDRIGE. Well, Mr. Congressman, your eloquence has
made the best of a very bad situation. If I had to take the points
and tick them off they would run as follows. If, as you say yourself,
there is no more power under this than the President already has
under 301 and some of the other statutes, why change it? The
President needs all the flexibility he can get. When I say the Presi-
dent, I mean the whole administration. .

I've been in a jillion ne%otiations now. So has Clayton Yeutter.
We needed the flexibility. If we’re hemmed in by “you have to do
this, you have to do this,” it effectively blocks you from getting the
best results too many times.

You said Presidential discretion, that he wouldn’t have to follow
through on the bill, he has enough loopholes. However, the politi-
cal pressure simply because that bill was there would be very, very
intense. I'm not worried .about the political pressure on this Presi-
dent, but on future Presidents they might not be able to stand up
tﬁ it lianl ltoo many cases, and that would be a very practical result of
that bill.

And this is what I feel quite sure would happen, we don’t think
enough in the U.S. Congress and in the administration sometimes,
of the fact that we are not without sin ourselves. We think that
somehow all that protectionism or all those bad actions are taking
glace in other countries and if we could just shape them up we’d be

ome free. :

"~ The fact is, those countries could, rightly or wrongly, in a lot of
cases come up with mirror image legislation, and they would—I'll
arantee you that they would—their political imperatives at
ome would force them to. If we're supposed to see imports from
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countries that offend us cut by 10 percent a year or whatever the
rule is, they would put in the same thing, except they could make
the rules that our exports have to be cut 50 percent a year, once
the precedent was staked out. I don’t mean to be ridiculous about
that or exaggerate too much, but I want to get that point across.

What I see around the world is the forces for protectionism are
being held at bay in Europe, in Japan, in South America, because
of the leadership of the United States in free trade. If we ever lost
that leadership, I don’t think we would see retaliation in anger, not
that kind of retaliation, but I think you would see retaliation
around the world by the loss of political will. It would be too tough
for other countries’ political leaders to stand up aganist protection-
ism if the U.S. was taking steps like that.

Senator SARBANES. Senator Melcher.

Senator MELCHER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Secretary, I have a compliment for you and also a revelation
for you and lastly a suggestion.

First of all, the compliment. A few years. ago I was one of the
audience at Cap Center when there was an eastern rodeo and I
want to compliment you on your roping ability, both you and your
horse. You were very good.

Secretary BALDRIGE. My horse particularly.

Senator MELcHER. Then the revelation, I suspect, Mr. Secretary,
ou know pretty well about a lot of different budget cuts in the
resident’s budget, but I doubt if you know of this proposed budget

cut. In the President’s budget is a pro which requires legisla-
tion enacted by Congress to save $340 or $350 million a year by
transfering the cost of meat and poultry inspection to the meat
packers and processors and the poultry processors.

That groposal would be opposed by, among others—well, the I&en-
eral public as a whole, but consumer groups, the American Meat
Institute, all of the poultry processors, and Congress. It would be
absolutely a backward step in a public health measure that Con-
g‘ess would not do, will not do, and it was just thrown in to the

epartment of Agriculture’s budget to gain a saving by pencil,
knowing full well it would never be accomplished.

Now I doubt whether very many people in the Cabinet are aware
of how this budget of the President is put together. What does it
mean to us? It means to us, specifically on the Agriculture Commit-
tee, since we don’t do it, we have to come up with $340 million of
other savings to offset that and we’ll probably—I don’t know for
sure, we haven'’t voted on it yet, but my recommendation for a por-
tion of the savings that we must come with, over a billion dollars,
but Perha(i)s $340 million of that, the same amount as in the Presi-
dent’s budget on transferring the meat inspection and poultry in-
spection to the processors, perhaps using some of our surﬁlus corn,
barley and wheat for gasohol, do that realizing that it has to be
sold at a discount and realizing that gasohol certainly isn’t econom-
ical but maybe it's worth retaining the bare bones structure we
have left in the gasohol plan.

Now as to the suggestion, and I'd like your reaction. Early last
month when Mike Mansfield was here with Nakasone, I told Mike
that I had a suggestion I'd like him to review and he said, typical-
ly, “Well, write it down and I'll look at it.” And so I have and he
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hasn’t responded ekcept to say that he’ll have staff look at it. We
have a trade bill on the floor that would muscle I guess reciprocity
with, among eother countries, Japan, in trying to work out our
trade imbalance.

I believe that the executive branch could be in the lead with
trade policy and perhaps it's fair to saﬁr-—-at least I think it’s fair to
say that the trade bill that passed the House and the one we're
working on in the Senate is a reaction, a frustration, to the very
serious trade deficit we had and not enough progress made in re-
ducing that.

Here's the suggestion. We have surplus commodities that devel-
oping countries, some of them, need very badly. I'll name a couple.

e Philippines and Mexico. If they purch some of our surplus
commodities, the suggestion is this, that Japan open up some of
their markets to Mexico and the Philippines, to use just two exam-
ples—there would be plenty of examples—realizing that any open-
ing of Japanese markets is going to be measured not in inches but
in millimeters, it's going to come very slow, recognizing that as a
reality, perhaps there’s some merit in thinking that perhaps Japan
can open up a small market for whatever from a developing coun-
try, we're better off in this suggestion if it could be implemented,
in that we have moved part of our products to a developing count
,that needs it, helping to correct our imbalance, our overall imbal-
ance on trade, and the developing country is benefited by getting
rid of some of their products or commodities to Japan.

My thought is that it might be easier for Japan to open markets
millimeter 1:{ millimeter to a broader array of exporting countries
that it would be to rapidly open their markets to use inch by inch.
That's the suggestion. I'd like some leadership. I don’t know wheth-
er this suggfestion merits endorsement, but I throw it down and I'd
like your off-the-top-of-your-head reaction to this.

Secretary BALDRIGE. I think any way, Senator, to get the Japa-
nese to open their markets is a plus, whether it's to us or anybody
else because it helps the whole world, directly or indirectly.

I think what would have to be studied carefully in that idea is
what price and how, what terms, we sell the commodities to the
Third World countries on, because as you know perhaps better
than I do, if you upset those markets ‘we hear about it from the
countries who are affected in those particular commodities because
they feel it impoverishes them to some extent.

But I think any idea that would open up Japanese markets is
worth studying.

Senator MELCHER. Well, I mentioned two countries, one of which
cannot groduce wheat, the Philippines; and Mexico that produces
very little wheat. And while the nutrition in Mexico is adequate in
calorie count, just raw calorie count, the nutrition in Mexico is in-
adequate in a balanced nutrition. That isn’t me saying that or
some of us saying that. That is Mexico saying that. That’s the Uni-
versity of Mexico saying that. So I'm looking for something that is

ractical where the needs are on both sides, but the overall result
18 beneficial to reducing our deficit.

Well, perhaps you'll be like Mike. You’'ll let your staff look at
that. I would appreciate it if you would.

Secretary BALDRIGE. Yes, sir.
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Senator MELCHER. Thank you.
Senator SARBANES. Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary. We ap-

preciate your testimony. You've been a very helpful witness and
it's a pleasure to have had you before us again.

Secretary BALDRIGE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator SARBANES. We now have a very distinguished panel, and
if they would come forward we would be happy to hear from them.
Our panel consists of Fred Bergsten, director of the Institute for
International Economics; Donald Hilty, corporate economist, Chrys-
ler Corp.; Robert Hormats, vice president of Goldman Sachs; and
Jerry Jasinowski, executive vice president and chief economist of
the National Association of Manufacturers.

Is any member of the panel under a particularly serious time
constraint?

" Mr. HormATS. A 1 o'clock commitment. .

Senator SARBANES. Then, Mr. Hilty, why don’t we start with you
and we’ll just move right across the table. We're very ple to
have you here.

Gentlemen, we have your prepared statements and we will in-
clude them in the record. I don’t think it’s necessary to give them
in every detail and if each of you could take 8 to 10 minutes to
summarize, we would appreciate it. Then we could go to questions.

Mr. Hilty, why don’t you start off?

STATEMENT OF DONALD P. HILTY, CORPORATE ECONOMIST,
CHRYSLER CORP.

Mr. HiLty. Thank you, Senator Sarbanes.
My prepared statement is in the form of some charts and tables

and then brief comments about them, so I will just briefly summa-
rize the main conclusions that I wanted to make. )

Senator SARBANES. Those charts were very helpful. Are you

-going to put some of them up?

Mr. Hity. Yes.

Senator SARBANES. They are very helpful and I think they make
some of the points in a very effective manner.

Mr. Hity. Although the rest of the panel will be talking more
about the macro implications, I want to emphasize that our $260
billion net international debt will continue to increase until our
current account changes to a surplus. I think that's a dramatic
problem that we have and I also want to mention that I agree with
the CED conclusions that were put on the easel earlier.

Paying back this debt, of course, is going to be very difficult and
some discussion was mentioned earlier that we really cannot de-
fault. We don’t want to inflate our way back with cheap dollars.
We don’t want to sell our land and businesses. Reducing our stand-
ard of living will be painful and maybe politically not acceptable.
In%reasing our competitiveness does seem to be the only viable way
to do it.

We have an immediate concern, thouih, at my compan{ and my
industry and I think amon% most large businesses. Many large cor-
porations, as part of their budgeting and planning processes, have
added the risk of an interest rate shock or an exchange rate shock
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to their assessment of the business environment due to the current
account problems that we have now.

We think that such a shock would be as harmful as the oil
shocks in 1973 and 1979. We take this risk very seriously. This is a
formal part of our planning process at Chrysler. It even is part of
our profit plan for this year 1987. In fact, an interest rate shock’
maybe has already started. As most of you know, the interest rates
have increase 20 percent in the last few months. We are watching
this increase in interest rates very carefully.

I agree with Secretary Baldrige that our current account deficit
is basically a merchandise trade problem. I, however, disagree with
Secretary Baldrige that it will be capped soon and maybe even go
into surplus very soon. .

Among the 20 largest trading partners, we have deficits with 17.
Our deficit with Japan is the largest, with $59 billion in 1986. We
do have surpluses with quite a few small countries that are not in
the “Who’s-Who.” The list includes such countries as Falkland Is-
lands, Gibraltor, New Guinea, and Mali. It shows some of the prob-
lems that we have. ‘ e [

I'd like to put up one chart. The United States has'trade &pﬁcits in
almost all goods-producing industries. The automotive trade deficit is
the largest. In 1986, it was $59 billion. Next is fuels, mainly oil.
Together, they account for almost 55 percent of the merchandise
trade deficit.

_ Most analysts, of course, believe the United States is becoming

more dependent on foreign oil and, of course, its price is rising. To-
gether, then, oil and autos make up 55 percent of our trade deficit
and, in addition to the fact that our oil deficit is probably going to

- increase, I believe also that the auto trade deficit is likely to in-

crease.
Senator SARBANES. Could you just stop on that chart for a

minute? It shows a deterioration in every account between 1982
and 1986 except fuels, is that correct? .

Mr. Hiury. That's correct, sir. And that was due to the tempo-
rary price reduction we had in fuels when Saudi Arabia was trying
?o sort out OPEC. So that was more of a price factor than a volume

actor.

Senator SARBANES. Including a deterioration in capital goods
from plus $30 to minus $10 over that 4-year period?

Mr. HiLry. That's correct. This was due mainly to the strong
dollar we had during that period.

I want to emphasize the size of the auto trade deficit and its im-
portance in the overall merchandise trade deficit. Autos accounted
for 35 percent of the merchandise trade deficit in 1986. Over half of
that was due to the auto portion of the trade deficit with Japan.
That’s because of the U.S. total trade deficit with Japan, almost 60
percent, was in autos, that is, $35 billion.

And I am here today because U.S. trade depends importantly on
the prospects for auto trade.

I want to point out that North America and Western Europe are
the major auto markets. Two-thirds of all the cars and trucks sold
in the world are sold in North America or Europe. So the potential
for exporting outside of those areas are slim..
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The Japanese created a large automotive industry as part of
their development strategy. Less than half of their production is
consumed domestically. Here, I might add that there are two.main
reasons why I think it's important that we try to convince other
countries to increase their economic growth. One, so they will buy
more goods from us; but probably more importantly, so that they
will be less dependent on their exports to the United States—so
that they can consume the goods that they are producing.

More than one-fourth of the auto production from Japan is ex-
gorted to the United States and available data suggest that the

apanese auto industry in recent years was profitable only in the
United States and Canada. This I think dramatizes the importance
of our market. :

I have another-chart that I think is critical to this story. Foreign
auto companies made large profits in terms of their local currenc
while the dollar was especially strong, during the 5-year perioJ:
1980 to 1984. To generate the same amount of yen as before the G-
b meeting‘it ﬂegtember 1985, Japanese car companies would have
to increase; the dollar price of cars sold in the United States by 65
percent. They have increased prices only slightlﬁ less than 20 per-
cent. The Japanese have increased car prices, therefore, to an ex-
change rate of about 200 yen per dollar compared to the 145 that
we have now.

This means that previous profits may have been so great that ac-
cumulated funds are adequate to weather the current discomfort or
the U.S. market is so valuable that Kr
is more important than recovering the yen revenue shortfalls. This
is the main reason the “J”’ curve is not working in the auto indus-
try.

U.S. car companies have increased prices only 8 percent during
this period since September 1985. ,

I believe that foreign sourced vehicle sales volume in unit terms
will continue to grow. I want to point out that the sources of vehi-
cle imports in the United States are mainly of two types. We have
what we call built-up vehicles. Those are vehicles coming in on
wheels. And that share is 31 percent of the market now. We think
it will stay about 31 percent. We also have transp'onts. These are
the foreign designed autos assembled in the United States. That
share is 7 percent of the total car and truck market in the United
States. We think it's going to go to 16 percent in 10 years due to
the plans that have already been announced.

Many observers thought that the transplants would replace built-
up imports. Not much of this is happening. They are continuing to
eat into the traditional domestic manufacturers.

Now the domestic manufacturers have adapted to this environ-
ment. We at Chrysler are cutting costs. We have plans to cut
$2,000 out of the cost of a vehicle. We have identified over $1,000
and are working on that. We also are importing products from
abroad to relate to this environment we live in, and we are devel-
opinf a ‘joint venture with the Japanese.

All of the domestic companies are doing this, but this adaptive
strategy is not healthy for the U.S. trade balance. We are adagting
and the reason I am here is to say that this adapting will probably

not help the trade deficit.

eserving their export volume

4\
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In order to quantify our analysis of the Japanese auto industry,
we developed a model and I'd be happy to discuss this with the
committee staff if they want to go into this in more detail. It was
designed to analyze the sensitive elements that affect the auto
trade deficit with Japan.

I listed these, some of the important ones in my prepared state- ~
ment: the overall market demand, the import share, the transplant
share, the foreign content mix, the vehicle mix.

When we combine likely assumptions for each, we come up with
the most likely forecast—that does represent the consensus view.

The industry believes that with business as usual—that’s with
the current policy—the auto trade deficit with Japan is likely to
continue growing in the near term. We did recently revise tgese
numbers downward due to the realignment of the currencies, but
still the auto trade deficit with Japan is going to continue to in-
crease in dollar terms, in nominal terms, and in unit terms.

The parts portion of exports to the United States from Japan will
hecome a more important portion of this deficit. This parts deficit
forecast is based on the assumption that continued public policy
pressure will force transplants to increase their U.S. content from
the current 30 percent to 50 percent in 5 years. The 30 percent now
means that three transplants have as much foreign content as two
built-up units. The 50 percent U.S. content that we think trans-
plants are going to in 5 years with continuing policy pressure,
means there still willl be as much foreign content in two trans-
plant vehicles built in the United.States as one built-up import.

If this pressure-does not continue, the auto trade deficit will rise
even faster.

Our analysis suggests that we could cap the auto trade deficit
with Japan in 1988 at the 1986 level—and I mean just cap it, not
turn it into a surplus—by several ways. If the dollar weakened to
120 yen to the dollar, we could cap the trade deficit with Japan in
autos.If the Japanese were convinced to increase prices 12 percent
faster than the rate of inflation in 1988, this would cap the auto
trade deficit.

If there was a limit to the number of cars and trucks they could
import, for example, from the 2.3 million in 1986 to 1.8 million in
1988; this would cap it. Lowering the market, for example, through
a recession, down to a market of 8.7 would do it. Another way
would be to increase exports, but there would have to be such a
‘dramatic increase in exports.

Last year, the U.S. industry exported 50,000 units abroad. Ex-
ports would have to increase to half a million, in order to cap the
trade deficit with Japan.

One aside here. Most auto firms in the United States do intend to
increase their exports, but we find that if we want to export a U.S.-
designed car or truck, the financial incentives are much greater for
us to export these vehicles from Canada or Mexico due to their

export incentives.

Representative SCHEUER. Due to what?

Mr. HiLty. Due to the export incentives that they hLave. If we ex-
ported our U.S.-designed car from Canada, they would forgive
about 9 percent excise tax. If we exported it from. Mexico, the

~
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Common Market would give them preference, because they are a
developing country.

It is the problem of different tax systems, the value-added system
in Europe versus what we have in the United States; that is the
main culprit. So it is a warning here that even though we would
like to export from the United States, there is a financial incentive
to do it from our neighbors.

Representative SCHEUER. Excuse me. I didn’t get that. You would
like to export——

Mr. HiLty. Yes. We would like to increase our exports, but there
is a financial incentive to export from our neighbors rather than
from the United States, from our neighbors, Canada and Mexico.

Representative SCHEUER. Why is that, if I may ask?

Mr. Hiury. It is mainly because U.S. exports to VAT countries
have a double tax penalty. In order to reduce this problem, Canadi-
ans have an excise tax that they forgive on exports. The Common
Market gives a tariff incentive to goods coming from Mexico that
they don’t give to goods coming from the United States.

Also, the recent tax revision has made it more financially viable
to build a plant in Canada or in Mexico than in the United States;
companies recover their investment faster, if they build a plant in_
Canada or in Mexico.

So to conclude, policy changes are needed to cap the auto trade
deficit. Our detailed analysis of the U.S. trade deficit with Japan
and application of this work to vehicle imports from other coun-
tries suggests that there are some alternatives. Reducing the Fed-
eral budget deficit, we think, is No. 1. We feel this would lower in-
terest rates and stimulate domestic demand. It would have healthy
aspects: in quite a few areas of our business. A stronger foreign cur-
:e?cy or a weaker dollar would also work toward capping the autor
deficit.

Barring these macro changes in policy, there would probably be
sector-specific actions needed, in order to cap the auto trade deficit.
It would require a bilateral agreement of some sort with Japan and
the other major importers. A recession would do, but that doesn’t
seem to be a viable alternative. Persuading larger foreign price in-
creases would do it. This would require something like a business
transfer tax. Ancther option would be to restrict foreign content.
Of course, in the longer term, inc:easing domestic competitiveness
is lcritical. We think management, labor, and government all have
rules.

So to conclude, the large and growing trade deficit is a serious
problem for the United States. We think significant improvements in
this deficit will be difficult, due to prospects for the auto trade. A
~ single policy action is unlikely to change this outlook substantially.
Probably, a mixture of several actions are needed.

That concludes my informal remarks.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Hilty follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF DONALD P. HILTY

CUMULATIVE CURRENT ACCOUNT BALANCES
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o Between the early 1950s and 1981, the U.S. was accumulating IOU’s from other
countries.

o All that changed in 1982. In just four years, our cumulative current account deficit )
has reached about $350 billion.

- We have repaid about $90 billion by selling assets owned abroad and in the U.S.

o Our nct international debt will continue to increase until our current account
changes to a surplus.

- Even "best case"” estimates are that this debt will reach $800 billion to $1 trillion
before it can be reduced. R

Service fees, alone, would amount to around $70 billion per year.
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) HOW DO WE PAY BACK
OUR FOREIGN DEBT?

o DEFAULT ON TREASURY DEBT
< o INFLATE AND PAY BACK WITH CHEAP DOLLARS
e SELL OUR LAND AND BUSINESSES
¢ ACHIEVE TRADE SURPLUS
—REDUCE U.S. STANDARD OF LIVING
—INCREASE COMPETITIVENESS

o Not many options exist for paying back this foreign debt; all are painful.

Defaulting is not viable.
i
History tells us inflating is exceedingly painful.

A sovereign nation places a limit on the amount of land and enterprises it
willingly sells. .

Persuading foreigners to buy more of our cxpofts and moderating our imports are
not easy accomplishments.

Reducing our standard of living has political risks.

Increasing our competitiveness without reducing wage levels to unacceptably
low levels has to be more than a slogan - it seems the only viable alternative.
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~  WHY THE CONCERN?

® INCREASES RISK OF INTEREST RATE SHOCK
¢ INCREASES RISK OF EXCHANGE RATE SHOCK
e REDUCES POLICY OPTIONS

o Continuing with "Business As Usual” increases risks of an interest rate shock or an
exchange rate shock. .-

o Our international influence is reduced.

o Domestic policy options are narrowed.
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55

o Our current account deficit is basically a merchandise trade problem.

- Service exports will not likely play any significant role in closing the current
account deficit.

. Investment income, the largest surplus item, will soon turn negative.

<
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U.S. MERCHANDISE TRADE BALANCE
BY MAJOR AREA

IN BILLION DOLLARS
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o Among our 20 largest trading partners, we have deficits with 17.
- Our deficit with Japan is the largest.
o Our largest surplus is $3 billion with the Netherlands. .

- We do have surpluses with lsuitc a few small countries, such as Falkland Islands,
Gibraltar, Bahrain, Papua New Guinea, and Malil
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U.S. MERCHANDISE TRADE BALANCE

BY MAJOR INDUSTRY
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0 By 1986, the U.S. had trade deficits in almost all goods producing industries.
- The automotive trade deficit was the largest.

0 Next is fuels, mainly(oil.
- Together, they account for 54% of the merchandise trade deficit.

- Most oil analysts believe the U.S. is becoming more dependent on foreign oil and
the price of it js rising.

o }hts only major industries in surplus are aircraft and chemicals; even agriculture is in
eficit. :

o Tuming our merchandise trade balance from deficit to surplus will be difficult.
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U.S. MERCHANDISE
-TRADE DEFICIT, 1986
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0 Autos accounted for 35% of the merchandise trade deficit.
- Over half of that was due to the auto portion of the trade deficit with Japan.
“S=""""5—Th¢ outlook for U.S. trade depends importantly on prospects for auto trade.
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WORLD AUTO. MARKET, 1986
(MIL UNITS)

PASSENGER CARS COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
33.1 , 12.8

SOURCE: VARIOUS OFFICIAL SOURCES

o North America and Western Europe are the major auto markets.
- Japan is a distant third.
o These patierns are important when contemplating export opportunities.
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JAPANESE AUTO PRODUCTION
EXPORTS & PROFITABILITY, 1986
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ANNUAL REPORTS OF JAPANESE AUTO COMPANIES, REPORTS

BY AUTO INDUSTRY ANALYSTS

strategy.

arge automotive industry as part of their development

Less than half of their auto production is consumed domestically.

This is a dramatic example of dependence on export markets.

More than one-fourth of their auto production is exported to the U.S.

Available data suggest the Japanese auto industry in recent years was profitable

only in the U.S. and Canada.
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YEN/DOLLAR EXCHANGE RATE
- & CAR PRICE INCREASES
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o To generate the same amount of yen as before the G-5 meeting in September 1985,
Japanese car oor%anics would have to increase the dollar price of cars sold in the

U.S. by about 65

- They have increased prices slightly less than 20%.

o Japanese have increased car prices to restore yen revenue to an exchange rate of
only 200 yen per dollar.

- Previous profits may have been so great that accumulated funds are adequate to
weather the current discomfort.

- Or, the U.S. market is so valuable that preserving export volume is more
important than recovering yen revenue shortfalls.

- These are some important reasons the "J curve” has not worked as expected.

o US. auto comggnies have increased car prices only 8% during this period - since
September, 1985.
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SOURCING ASSUMPTIONS

MILLION U.S. CAR & TRUCK MARKET
201 FORECAST  esmimateD
NO POLICY CHANGES TIMAT
18
16 -
‘tﬁm"“'
14 - - BUILT-UP FOREIGN
IMPORTS . sourceo
- -
12 \~. p"":AN1s
10 - \~ 59“’-
“0"—‘
8‘
6—i
TRADITIONAL DOMESTIC
4 -
2 -
v Tl"!lr'lllll LB rv1i1q141 0717
0 'es ' 70 75 ‘80 ‘85  '90  '95

SOURCE: MOTOR VEHICLE MANUFACTURERS ASSOC'.
CHRYSLER ESTIMATES

o With no policy changes, this seems a reasonable estimate of the U.S. automotive
market and likely sourcing pattern.

- This growth estimate was revised downward by most industry analysts due to the
recent yen/dollar realignment. ,

o Foreign sourced vehicle sales volume will likely continue to grow.

- These sources include imports of built-up vehicles (on wheels) and transplants
(foreign autos assembled in the U.S.).

- Many observers assumed transplants would replace built-up imports. Not much of
this has happened. They are taking share from traditional domestic plants.



148

FOREIGN SOURCING ASSUMPTIONS
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o The structure of foreign automotive sourcing is changing.

V] Europcan manufacturers have successfully exported to the U.S. about 1/2 mitlion
large and luxury cars per year.

o J apinese firms dramatically captured an impressive share of the small car and truck
markets

- 'l'hcy now are attempting to move upscale.
o Imports from other Asian natibns are a new development.
o Public policy pressures have sparked plans to construct transplant facilities here.

- An important aspect of future foreign sourcing will be the prospectlvc domestic
content of these transplants.

-
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SENSITIVE ELEMENTS
. OF AUTO TRADE DEFICIT WITH JAPAN

VOLUME
o OVERALL MARKET DEMAND -

e IMPORT SHARE

o TRANSPLANT SHARE

e TRANSPLANT FOREIGN CONTENT
e VEHICLE MIX

e OFFSETTING AUTO EXPORTS

FINANCIAL
e AUTO PRICES -
e EXCHANGE RATES
—EXCHANGE INDUCED PRICE CHANGES

OTHER
e COMPETITIVENESS OF TRADITIONAL DOMESTIC

AUTOS
e SOURCING ARRANGEMENTS

o }: pa:n?ffort to quantify our analysis, we developed a model of U.S. auto trade with

- It was designed to estimate the role of sensitive elements of auto trade.
- What is the most likely outlook for the U.S. auto trade deficit with Japan?
- What has to happen to improve the trade balance with Japan?
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AUTO TRADE DEFICIT WITH JAPAN
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With "Business As Usual", the auto trade deficit with Japan is likely to continue

growing in the near term.

deficit.

The recent yen/dollar currency realignment has slowed the expected rate of increase.
Parts exports from Japan to the U.S. will become a more important portion of the

- ‘The growing parts deficit, shown above, is based on the assumption that continued
public policy pressure will force transplants to increase U.S. content from the

current 30

rate to 50% in five years.

.- }f this pressure does not continue, of course, the auto trade deficit will risc
aster. 4

- Replacement parts trade is also increasing to service the growing numbers of
Japanese-sourced vehicles on U.S. roads.
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INDIVIDUAL ACTIONS THAT WOULD CAP
AUTO TRADE DEFICIT WITH JAPAN
AT 1986 LEVEL

ACTUAL ____ESTIMATES
1986 1988 1992
o WEAKER DOLLAR (Y/$) 168 . 120 100
o ADDITIONAL PRICE INCREASES
(PERCENT) -_— 12 25
o REDUCED CAR IMPORTS
(MIL UNITS) 23 1.8 1.1
o LOWER CAR MARKET
(MIL UNITS) 14 8.7 5.2
o INCREASED U.S. VEHICLE
. EXPORTS WORLDWIDE _
(MIL UNITS) .05 5 1.2

~

0 Dramatic action would be needed to put a cap on the auto trade deficit with Japan
at the 1986 level. -

- 'mcl table above shows specific performance in cach category to accomplish this
goal.
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WHAT W CAP
AUTO TRADE DEFICIT?

'REDUCE FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT

STRONGER FOREIGN CURRENCIES/WEAKER DOLLAR
BILATERAL AGREEMENT

RECESSION .

PERSUADE LARGER FOREIGN PRICE INCREASES
—EXAMPLE: BUSINESS TRANSFER TAX

RESTRICT FOREIGN CONTENT

o INCREASE DOMESTIC COMPETITIVENESS
—MANAGEMENT, LABOR, GOVERNMENT HAVE ROLES

o Policy changes are needed to cap ?gw_mﬂcit as suggested by
- Our detailed anﬁwis of the U.S. trade deficit with Japan. .

- 'The application of this work to vehicle imports from other countries.

F - Tz
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CONCLUSION

0 The large and growing trade deficit is a serious problem for the U.S.

o Siggi(icant improvement of this deficit will be difficult due to prospects for auto
trade.

o Asingle policy action is unlikely to change this outlook substantially; many actions
are needed.

.
-
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Senator SARBANES. Thank you very much, sir. Very helpful testi-

mony. .
Fred Bergsten, please proceed.

STATEMENT OF C. FRED BERGSTEN, DIRECTOR, INSTITUTE FOR
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS

Mr. BERGSTEN. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much.
- Your topic for these hearings is the economic outlook at mid-
1987. And I think that outlook is quite fragile, because of a series
of international economic perils that I stress and lay out in my pre-
pared statement.
_ Senator SARBANES. You could almost say we are skating on thin
ice. .
Mr. BERGSTEN. You could say that.

And all those perils do derive from the huge imbalances in the
world economy, our international econoinic position, any or all of
which I fear could drive our economy into recession sometime
within the next 6 to 18 months.

Although it is not today’s topic, I think a key issue for this com-
mittee is to note that when we get into that next recession in the
United States, as we inevitably will, it is going to be very hard to
get out of it, because neither the usual fiscal or monetary policy
tools will be available, and that means our next recession in this
country might. be unusually prolonged because we don’t have the
normal tools to extricate ourselves from it.. )

Now before I talk about my perils, briefly, I would first convey
some good news. They have, of course, been efforts underway for a
couple of years to reduce the big U.S. trade deficit.

First, Mr. Chairman, just to elaborate on the point you made in
your opening statement, my qualification is that it is going to take
a swing of about $200 billion in our annual trade position to
achieve your purpose of getting back to a balanced or small surplus
in the current account position. We have been running a current
account deficit, an annual rate of $150 billion. The servicing costs

Lon the big debt that is being built up is not as bad as people think,
but it will still be substantial, $20 billion to $30 billion by the end
of the decade, and we are clearly going to have a further increase

" in our oil import bill, if only because domestic production has de-
clined sharply, and of course, it would be worse if prices rose sig-
nificantly, as they well may, over the next few years.

So when you put it together, I think, in rough terms, our objec-
tive to achieve your target of current account surplus and start re-
ducing the foreign debt has to be a turnaround of something like
$200 billion in our annual international position.

So when we compare the current situation, the gains from the
decline in the dollar and other policy changes that have been taken
or promised. I think we should compare them with the objective of
an improvement of something like $200 billion by the time we level
off. And that is the way I like to size the problem.

Now the good news is that there has been some movement
toward achieving that improvement. And I would stress, Mr. Chair-
man, that in assessing the outlook for the trade deficit, we really
'should focus on the performance in volume or real terms rather
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than nominal or money terms, because it is primarily the volume
of exports and imports that affect jobs and production. The volume
figures respond to currency changes much more rapidly than the
value numbers and thus offer a far superior picture of trends and
their outlook. We, of course, now focus entirely on real GNP not
nominal GNP, and I will bet even you members of this committee
don’t know what the nominal GNP is or what its growth rate is,
because you focus, quite rightly, on real GNP. i _ _
~ The problem is that in trade we haven't caught up.

Senator SARBANES. We appreciate the assumption that-we know

the real GNP figure. [Laughter.]

Mr. BERGSTEN. I do assume that, Mr. Chairman.

So on the GNP side, we have moved to focus on volume rather
than nominal, but on the trade side, we continue to focus on nomi-
nal, not volume. And so I make a specific legislative proposal to
you today, that you get the Senate to amend the trade bill that is
now on the floor to require the Commerce Department each month,
when it publishes the nominal trade data, to also publish the trade -
data in volume terms, because that would give a much better pic-
ture of where things are going and certainly would give a much
better picture of the impact on jobs and profits and production,
which is what the members, I think, care about in approaching the
trade legislation.

I think that would be a very healthy change. It would improve
our understanding and analysis of what is going on, and even
though, again, that is a little apart from today’s testimony, I would
recommend it to lyou because you have an opportunity to 'do that
with the trade bill.

Now in volume terms, and Secretary Baldrige said it, so I will go
over it quickly, U.S. trade performance quickly has turned around.
Over the last 6 months, exports have been expanding at an annual
rate of about 15 percent and imports are flat.

Interestingly, that it is the exact reverse of what has happened
in Japan. In 1986, the volume of Japanese exports was flat or even
down a little bit and the volume of Japanese imports was up
almost 15 percent. Again, the volume effect was clouded and even
masked by the currency changes themselves and the price effects,
but these volume changes inevitably do lead to. changes in the
nominal numbers, and that will begin to come later this year.

The United States has, therefore, already begun to experience
export lead growth. In fact, the improvement in our trade surplus
was the entire explanation for our fourth quarter GNP growth. It
. was the only sustainable element in first quarter GNP gowth. It
‘ sh?iuld kzoost real GNP by about a full percentage point this year
and next.

And so I would submit that there is the beginning of progress;
however, having said that, I have to say, it is only the beginning,
because if we set the goal at a swing of something like $200 billion,
and even take my relatively optimistic forecast of what has hap-
pened so far now back to nominal terms, we are only going to get
the trade deficit down to $100 billion, plus or minus a few billion.
And that means we have only achieved something like 30 to 40 per-
cent of the needed swing to achieve the purpose that you set out,
quite rightly, in your opening statement.
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In other words, the dollar, where it is now, plus the other policy

changes that have been taken, are at best going to get us less than
halfway toward achieving the needed adjustment in our trade posi-
tion. -
So when the officials of the major countries get up, as they did in
Paris in February or as they did at the Venice Summit last month,
and assert that the current exchange rate relationship reflects un-
derlying e(iuilibrium, they are just not-credible, unless they believe
that underlying equilibrium .means continuing U.S. deficits of $100
billion or so a year, which I think is not sustainable, either in in-
ternal or external terms, it is completely impossible, and that is
why you are, therefore, going to have continuing further pressure
on the exchange rate of the dollar.

Now there are only four ways to achieve the remainder of this
adjustment that we need. One is to do it wholly through a further
fall of the dollar exchange rate. That would probably require the

dollar to go down another 30 percent.
A second way to do it is a sharp U.S. recession, but we obviously

don’t want that.

A third way, and the healthy one, is to cut our budget deficit sig-
nificantly, because that will reduce the demand for both overseas
funds and overseas product.

And the fourth way, which would be the best for us, would be if
the foreigners would pick up their growth rate sharply, expanding
the market for our exports around the world.

None of those four steps could do it by themselves in any healthy
way, but those are the four options.

Now fven that as background, I see four potential perils arising
out of this situation, all of which, I think, raise éxtremely serious
risks for the U.S. economy.

The first peril would be a free fall of the exchange rate of the
dollar. If you take the analysis that I have outlined, that the ad-
justment so far only gets us 30 to 40 perecent of the way down the
road, and if you take the pessimistic but not wholly unrealistic
_view that nothing is being done on our budget deficit for the future
or foreign (frowth pickup for the future, then it is not unreasonable
to conclude that this remaining adjustment will have to be
achieved wholly through a further sharp decline of the exchange
rate of the dollar. It might be 30 percent or so.

There is a lot of very respectable and respécted economists who
have that view. Marty Feldstein, Rudy Dornbush. A lot of promi-
nent U.S. economists have been rub ishing the view the dollar
must fall under the 30 percent. Well, that would, over time, restore
equilibrium in our external accounts, but in the meanwhile, it
could have some very adverse effects on the economy. It would
clearly push our inflation rate up significantly, because of the
higher price of imports and the higher grices that would, therefore,
be ﬁermitted for domestic products. And most importantly, it would
probably push our interest rates well back into double digits.

The reason I suggest this is a very dangerous outcome, is because
I look at what happended over the last 6 months, and suggest that
over the last 6 months, we may have actually been in the first
stage of a free fall of the dollar. Note that in the first half of this
year, the dollar fell by 10 to 15 percent, while U.S. interest rates

T —
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rose by 2 percentage points or more. Now normally, when your in-
terest rates rise, capital is attracted to your currency, and it
strengthens. But in this period, the dollar actually continued to fall
sharply, while our interest rates were risin sha?ﬂﬁr and that is, in
some sense, the definition of a free fall of the dollar. It is not so
much how far or how fast it falls, it is that it falls in the context of
adverse domestic economic developments. In this case, higher inter-

est rates. «
To me, the most important economic statistic of the first half of

this year was the followinf:

Intervention in the dollar market by foreign central banks was
higher than the total of our external trade deficit.

n other words, foreign central banks apparently financed all of
our external deficit in the fist half of this year. What that means is
that private foreign capital was not coming into the dollar at all.
Indeed, it looks like, from the statistics, there was a small outflow
_of private money from the dollar. The central banks, therefore, had
"to pick up the total with official intervention and that, by defini-
tion, means foreigners are no longer putting money into the dollar-
on an investment basis that could sustain our external deficit.

If that were to continue, and the central banks themselves, were
to get tired of doing it, which they shortly will, for a variety of rea-
sons, then we could have a very sharp further fall of the dollar,
combined with a sharp rise of interest rates, meaning high infla-
tion and undoubtedly pushing our economy into recession.

That is the free fall scenario. I think it is a serious risk. I think
if alternative steps are not taken to correct our external deficit in
a more constructive way, that that is a very significant possibility
with very potentially abverse effects on the economy as a whole.

My second peril, which I go over very briefly, is an outbreak of
trade protection. If, by whatever device, we don’t get the current
account position back somewhere close to equilibrium and seem to
be on a path to do so, then I think the protectionist pressures,
which you are now dealing with on the floor of the Senate, clearly
will carry the day, to a substantial extent.

If you look at the history of U.S. trade policy, you find out the
exchange rate of the dollar and the trade balance are the best lead-
ing indicators of trade &olicy, even though trade policy changes, as
you were saying, Mr. Congressman, aren’t going to have too much
effect on the trade deficit itself. That generates the pressure, and I
think, unless we get a constructive improvement of the trade defi-
cit, protectionist pressure will increase enormously. That, in turn,
would not only lead to mirror ‘le{slation, retaliation of the type
Secretary Baldrige talked out, I think it would have a pervasive
psychological effect on the world economg, because a big outbreak
of protection really would signal a breakdown of international eco-
nomic cooperation and a return to the kind of Smoot-Hawley era of
the 1930’s. I think that would have a chilling effect on private in-
vestment, both in this country and around the world and could
sharply reduce the outlook for world economic, and that too could
push us toward recession.

My third peril, very quickly, is the point that Congressman
Solarz was raising earlier. If our trade deficit comes down, for ex-
ample, because the dollar declines further, that will mean that for-

79-716 0 - 88 - 6
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eign capital inflow to the United States, even if confidence is main-
tained, also decline, because the capital inflow equals the trade def-
icit. So if the capital inflow declines while our budget deficit is still
at anything like current levels, then we will simply have a short-
age of available funds to finance the budget deficit combined with
any reasonable level of private investment. And since the budget
‘deficit can’t be reduced overnight, private investment would be
squeezed out. _ :

So my third peril is that if you don’t get the budget deficit down,
we may, in fact, see a reduced trade deficit, but it would happen in
an unhealthy way that would push up interest rates, squeeze out
the private sector and also produce a likely recession or sharp
turndown in the economy.

Now that means that the crucial policy imperative is to get the
deficit down. Doing so would avoid the need to do it all through a
lower dollar with the risks that that creates. It would reduce or ob-
viate the risk of a crowding out of the type I just mentioned, and
by bringing the trade deficit down, would help cope with the pro-
tectionist problem. A

And so I really think the major policy punch line is the old one—
reduce the budget deficit by something like $30 billion to $40 bil-
lion annually over the next 3 or 4 years.

But that, then, raises my final peril, because, if the United
States brings its budget deficit down and reduces it domestic
damage growth sharply, which we must do to get our trade deficit
under control, then the remaining question is where does world
economic growth get its impetus. And that requires the other
major countries, the Japanese, the Western Europeans, particular-
ly Germany, to sharply expand the domestic demand in their
economies. They are simply not doing it by enough. The Japanese
have begun, but it is only a beginning. They should aim to increase
domestic demand growth in their economies by 2 or 3 percent a
year for the next 2 or 3 years. If they don’t do that, and we do
what is right from our side, the world economy will again slip into

recession.
And that is my fourth peril.
So there are a number of very difficult and risky situations out

there. They all derive from the legacy of these big international
imblances. From our side, it is imperative to deal with the issue
through getting the budget deficit down or else the risks could
overwhelm the economy and the next 18 months could be very
nasty.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Bergsten follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF C. FRED BERGSTEN

The Four Perils Facing the US Economy

Four major perils threaten the US economy over the next six

to eighteen months. All derive from the huge imbalances in our

international economic position. Any or all of these perils

could drive our own economy, and the world economy as a whole,

into recession. That next recession may in turn be quite

prolonged, at least for the United States, bgcausg none of the
usual policy instruments will be available to counter it: fiscal
policy will be hamstrung because the budget is already 1n‘auch
huge deficit, and monetary policy may also be immobilized if the

\dollar is still under substantial downward pressure in the

exchange markets.

Thé four perils are:

l. A "free fall"” of the dollar, as a result of inadequate

flows of new foreign investment into the United States,
pushing our inflation rate temporarily into high single

digits and our interest rates well into double digits.
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2, A major outbreak of protectionism, perhaps via the

passage of destructive trade legislation by the Congress,
disrupting the international trading system and )

undermining worldwide confidence in economic cooperation

among the major countries.

3. A continued failure of the Administration and Congress to

agree on a credible program to bring the US budget

deficit under control, coupled with a substantial decline

in the trade deficit and hence inflows of foreign funds,

pushing up interest rates and "crowding out" the private

sector.

4., A failure of Japan and Europe (led by Germany) to achieve

adequate expanéion of domestic demand, dragging down the

world economy in the absence of the American locomotive

of the past five years.

Some would add a fifth peril: renewed eruption of the Third
World debt crisis. I do not believe, however, that Third wOrld.
debt on its own will trigger a wofid economic turndown (or
financial crunch).l But if the other perils cited were to
produc? a world recession, particularly one accompanied by higher

interest rates or increased trade protection, Third World debt

1. William R. Cline, Mobilizing Bank Lending to Debtor
Countries, Washington: 1Institute for Intetnational Economics,

June .
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would clearly re-enter the crisis zone and greatly intensify the

adverse effects already triggered by such events themselves.

The Underlying Situation: The Good News

Each of these four perils derives from the legacy of the
huge international imbalances which developed during the first
half of the 1980s. The United States ran a current account
deficit of $141 billion in 1986 and that deficit was .running at
an annual rate of almost $150 billion in the first quarter of
this year. Japan had a current account surplus of about $100
billion in the year ending March 1987. Germany's surplus
approached $40 billion during this same period.

Efforts to correct these imbalances have been underway for
about two years. The dollar, whose overvaluation in trade terms
was the source of about three quarters of the rise of the US
-trade deficit from 1981 to 1986, has decliﬁed by 30-40 percent
(depending on which index is used). As a result, adjustment of

our deficit is clearly underway.

In assessing the outlook for the trade deficit, we should
focus on its perfcrmance in volume, or real, tézms. It is
primarily the volume of exports and imports that affects jobs and
production. The volume figures respond to currency changes much
more rapidly than the value numbers, and thus offer a far
superior picture of trends and the outlook. We now quite
properly focus on real rather than nominal GNP. 1Indeed, I would

recommend that the Senate amend the pending trade legislation to
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require the Department of Commerce to publish volume numbers for
exports.and imports along with the value data in its monthly
statistical releases; such figures now emerge only as part of the
GNP data, &h a quarterly basis and with such long lags that they

receive scant attention by the press and public.

In volume terms, US trade performance has clearly turned
up. Exports have been expanding at An annual rate of about 15
percént over the past six months, Imports are flat. Not
surprisingly, Japan's volume performance in 1986 was almost

exactly the opposite~-exports flat, imports up almost 15 percent.

Net exports of goods and services, as defined in volume -

terms in the GNP accounts, improved at an annual rate of $30

billion ftoﬁ the third quarter of 1986 through the first quartét

of 1987. The trade improvement accounted for the total (very
modest) gain in GNP in the fourth quarter, and was the only
sustainable portion of growth in the first quarter (with the rest
due to an inherently temporary buildup of inventories). ft

should boost real GNP by close to a full percentage point in

1987, and perhaps again in 1988. Hence the United States has

begun to experience export-led growth, a pattern which is almost

certain to prevail for the next several years (for reasons to be
described shortly).

The nominal trade numbers, which most observers follow,
should also begin to improve in the near future. (They lag
because the higher prices for imports which follow dollar

depreciation offset the volume gains for a while.) I expect the



' 163

nominal trade deficit to be falling by annual rates of about $30
billion by later this year, and by another $30-40 billion in

1988.

“

The Underlying Situation: The Bad News

Having reported some modestly good news, I must
unfortunately emphasize the remaining bad news. Even if I am
correct that the trade balance wiil decline substantially over
the next eighteen months, and I am admittedly near the optimistic
end of the spectrum of forecasters on this 1ssue, our nominal

current account deficit will not fall much below $100 billion on

the basis of current exchange rates and economic policies in the

major countries.

Hence the officials of the major countries are simply not

credible when they assert, as the Finance Ministers did at the

Louvre in February and the summiteers did in Venice last month,

that current exchange rates are roughly in line with underlying

equilibrium. This would be true only if one believed that US

deficits of around $100 billion, and Japanese surpluses of around

$75 billion, were sustainable indefinitely.

But these imbalances are clearly not sustainable, for two
reasons. The external unsustainability is that foreigners will
simply not finance US deficits of this magnitude indefinitely--
and may have already stopped, as described below. The internal
unsﬁstainability‘is.that protectionism would then clearly break

out in a massive way becausge our domestic politics will not
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accept the adverse effects on employment and US industrial
structure of such huge deficits. Substantial further adjustment
is required.

There are four ways to achieve this further adjustment:

~~ a further fall in the dollar, of as much as 20-30 percent
if relied upon to achieve all of the remaining
correction, which gould conceivably occur in an orderly
way but would be more likely to drive up inflation and

interest rates as noted above;

-~ &a sharp US recession, which would cut imports along with
everythinyg else, but would obviously levy excessive costs
on the nation and would hardly produce sustainable

adjustment in any event;

-~ steady and sizable reductions in our budget deficit,
which would check our domestic overspending and reliance

- on capital inflows in an orderly and constructive way;

-- a sharp pickup in economic growth abroad, producing more
buoyant markets for our exports and lessening the export

drives of our major competitors.

-= (I do not cite traae protectionism, which some might list
as a fifth option, because I believe it would produce so

much foreign retaliation and world economic disruption
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that our trade balance would experience little if any

benefit as a result.)

The key issue for the next six to eighteen months is which
combination of these options will p;evail. As noted at the
outset, I believe that the answer to this question will go far to

determine the course of our overall ecoﬁomy during this period.

The Outlook

The first peril, a "free fall" for the dollar, could occur
if the markets conclude that the 1n£ernationa1 adjdstment must go
much farther and that none of the other options are likely to

occur.

Indeed, there is considerable evidence that we have already
entered at least the opening phase of such a phenomenon. During
the first few months of this year, the dollar declined by about
10 percent while US interest rates rose sharply--by as much as 2
full percentage points toward the longer end of the monetary
spectrum, opening up a positive spread of as much as 5 percentage
poihts by comparison with yen assets. This juxtabosition of a
falling exchange rate and rising interest rates is in fact the‘

best short definition of a "free fall" of a currency.

The reason this occurred is that, on balance, private

investors stopped putting money into the dollar. For the first

five months of this year, intervention by foreign central banks

is reported to have totaled about $70 billion. The US current
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account deficit during this period was no more than $60

billion. Hence all financing of our external deficit so far this

year appears to have been provided by foreign monetary

authorities, indicating that there may in fact have been a net

outflow of private capital from the dollar.

This '1nvq3tment strike" indicates why the sharp rise in
interest rates co-existed with a falling dollar (rather than a
sharply rising dollar, as ié{the early 1980s). If the dollar ..
were viewed as likely to.fall further, by anything like 20-30
percent, suc. a "strike" couid easily resume. Indeed, existing

dollar investments.?ould_be w{thdrawn--thus making the situation
much worse.
My colleague Stephen Marris has estimated that the huge

capital inflows associated with a rising trade deficit in the

early 1980s held real US interest rates 3-5 percentage points

below where they would otherwise have been.2 A loss of such

inflows‘now, let alone a withdrawal of funds already here, could

cause a rise of 3-5 percentage points in real interest rates.

This would come in addition to the rise in nominal rates -
agssociated with the further pickup in inflation which would also

accompany a further decline in the dollar, pushing the level of

sominal interest rates well into double digits--certainly for

longer maturities, perhaps for short-term paper as well,

2. Stephen Marris, Deficits and the Dollar: The World Economy
at Risk, Washington: 1Institute for International Economics,

December 1985.

16\\\;ﬁ; ;
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Hence a "free fall" of the dollar could push the US economy

into recession. The future trade gains which would result would

only emerge after a year or so, and mighf not in any event offset
the adverse effects of higher inflation and higher interest

rates. Unfortunately, such a "free fall” now looks quite

possible in light of the pessimistic outlook for alternative

adjustment mechanisms.

The second peril is a major outbreak of trade protection.
Such an outbreak could be triggered by the United States, if )
Congress passed clearly protectionist trade legisiation (and
overrode any Presidential veto) or the Administration sought to
preempt such an outcome by adopting new‘protectionist devices
itself a_la President Nixon's import surcharge in 1971. The
postwar history of US trade policy shows that dollar
overvaluation and a large trade deficit are the best leading
inaicators of protection, because they dramatically alter the
balance of our trade politics, so a failure to cut the trade
deficit much further clearly risks such an outbgeak. But a
protectionist surge could also be triggered by European adoption
of the Commission's ptopoéed tax on vegetable oil (and hencé‘on
US soybean exports) or $ perceived failure of Japan to gfuly open

its market or via a number of other channels.

Growing protectionism has already eroded the world trading
system substantiaily. Oon several occasions, notably the
Adminstration's announcement of sanctions against Japanese
semiconductors and Hoﬁse'passage of the gépha:dt Amendment, it

has contributed to sharp falls in the exchange rates of the
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dollar-~-thus increasing the prospects for the first peril,

described above.

More fundamentally, any new protectionist surge would

disrupt the entire trading system. By doing so it would raise
major doubts about the economic future of all export-dependent
countries, reignite the Third World debt crisis, and cast doubts
on the basic structure of international economic cooperation by
raising the specter of the 1930s. This latter effect would in

turn have a very chilling impact on investment plans throughout

the world, and even consumer confidence, and could thus turn a

sluggish economic outlook into a full-blown downturn.

The third peril is a failure of the United States to launch
a c¢redible and sizable reduction of its budget deficits in the
context of a falling trade deficit. A falling trade deficit of
course means a decline in net capital inflow, even if foreign
confidence in the dollar were fully ma}ntained, because the two
numbers must be identical. If the budget deficit remained
anywhére near $180~200 billion, however, that reduced inflow from
abroad would mean that total ex ante demand on our credit markets
would far exceed the ex ante supply of funds. This could.drive

up interest rates and produce a recession as well.

In essence, the "crowding out" which was feared in the early
19808 could occur in the late 1980s. It was previously avoided
because of the inflow of funds from abroad, keeping our real
interest rates from soaring even further (as noted above) and

thereby permitting the sharp recovery of 1983-84. We in fact now
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know the miracle of supply-side economics: the foreigners

supplied the money. But if they no longer do so, either because
they lose confidence in the dollar (per the "free fall” scgna;io
noted above) or simply because the trade balance declines and the

associated capital inflow drops as well, this parélcular peril

could also eventuate. FP

-

To avoid these first three perils, the United States must

reduce its budget deficit by another $30-40 billion annually over

the next three to four years. This would obviate the need for a

further sharp fall of the dollar to restore equilibrium in the
trade balance, yet help achieve such adjustment and thecreby limit
the risk of more trade protection. By directly cutting the
demand for investible funds, it would reduce tpe risk .of
"crowding out.” 1In all these ways, correcting the budget deficit

offers by far the best prospect for avoiding extremely adverse
outcomes for the US economy.

N If the United States were to set its fiscal policy on such a
path, however, the growth of world demand would be jeopardiied.
The United States would clearly be seeking export-led growth, to
bring the current account deficit down and to offset the fiscal A
drag. Our domestic demand would probably grow quite slowly. It
would certainly grow more slowly than our GNP, by the amount of
the improvement in the trade balance, a reversal of the situation
from 1981 through'1986 (which, as noted above, probably began

with the fourth gquarter of last year).

-«
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But this scenario leaves the key question of where the world

economy will receive its growth leadership, and this poses the

fourth peril--that the major countries abroad, notably Japan and

Germany (as a proxy for Western Europe), will not move far enough

fast enough to do so. 1In that case, the world economy will

clearly slip into recession. Aside from the partial recent

effort of Japan, there is little evidence that these countries

are moving.

Fortunately, they are in an ideal position to do so:

their inflation rate is zero or negative;
their external surpluses are very large;

their budget deficits have declined to very low levels,
particularly when compared with their very high rates of

national savings (and thus ability to finance budget

deficits);

unlike the United 3tates, they have had no catchuﬁ’growth

spurts since the world recession of 1982;

hence their unemployment rates are as high as in the lagt

recession, or even higher (as in Japan).

These countries need to adopt new expansionary measures

quickly, mainly through tax cuts and other fiscal steps, to boost
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the growth of their domestic demand by at least 2 percentage
points for at least the next two years. This would maintain
world growth at a respectable level, teducikg the risk of added
protectionist steps and a resurgence of the Third World debt
crisis. It would also spur US exports by about $40 billion
annually when the cumulative effects of such growth were
complete, obviating the need for much of the dollar decline which
would otnerwise be required. Japan's new $43 billion program
seems uble to achieve about half of its portion of this target,
" {f frlly implemented, though it supplements the most restrictive
budget in Japan in 30 years. Moreover, it must be noted that
only about one sixth of aapan'é two stimulus packages in 1986

turned out to provide additional demand.

Coriclusion L
The American and world economies face several risk; of
considerable magnitude. All these risks stem from the huge
international imbalances which are the legacy of the opposite
fiscal-monetary policy mixes of the major countries in the first
half of the 19808, and the huge disequilibrium in currency
relationships which resulted. Further steps of substantial
magnitude are needed to correct the imbalances, beyond the

decline of the dollar to date and other policies already adopted.

The nature of these further corrections, as well as their
magnitude, is crucial. A further sharp fall in the dollar, or
"adjustment™ via a US recession, or an outbreak of trade

protection in this country, would create "cures" which were worse
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than the disease.

It remains imperative to achieve the remaining correction
via a credible reduction of the American budget deficit and a
sharp pickup of growth abroad. Some further currency
realignments may be needed, but in such a context could occur in
an orderly manner. Such an outcome must be the major task of

economic policy within the United States and abroad over the

coming months. It is tragic that the Venice summit seemingly

failed even to address the issues seriously, and time to avoid

the four perils may now be running perilously short.

~
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Senator SARBANES. Thank you. Mr. Jasinowski, please proceed..

STATEMENT OF JERRY  JASINOWSKI, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESI-
DENT AND CHIEF ECONOMIST, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

MANUFACTURERS

Mr. JasiNnowskl. Mr. Chairman, thank ﬂou very much for invit-
ing me. I am pleased to be here along with my other distinguished
colleagues.

Last night I was preparing my notes, and my wife said, “What
are you testifying on today?” And I said, “The world economy.”
And she said: “Be humble.’

And so I think that I would just start out by saying that we
have, I think, a very broad canvas that we are dealing with today,
and I think the committee deserves credit for taking on such a
broad set of issues, and the testimony has been superior.

I agree with my colleagues, in large measure, but I would like to
indicate that I disagree with Fred Bergsten on two points: One, in
terms of the threat of protectionism as being very likely this year;
and second, I do not see a recession in the short run. I think that
the real threat has to do with debt escalation and the issues he
raised in part of his testimony having to do with the longer term. I
make these points to sharpen the extent to which the panel may be
able to focus on agreement.

A large part of my disagreement with Fred Bergsten has to do
with timing. These perils all could occur at sometime. In the next
year, I see most of them as unlikely. The real peril is, as you move
out a bit further, and that has to do with this growing internation-
al and domestic debt problems. .

Let me break my summary of the testimony into two parts, Mr.
Chairman—the good news and the bad news, given my introducto-
ry comments.

The good news has six parts.
First, over the last three quarters, there has been significant im-

‘f:;'ovement in real net exports of approximately $30 billion. We
ave had a turnaround in the trade deficit measured in real net
exports that is significant. This is in large measure a result of the
devaluation that has occurred, which has made our exports more
competitive abroad and slowed our import growth.

Second, this trade improvement has had, and will continue to
have a favorable impact on GNP growth, reducing the drag on
GNP growth of approximately $50 billion over the next 2 years,
adding, as Fred Bergsten suggested, probably a percentage point to
real economic growth and serving as,a bridge over the second quar-
ter, which has avoided our slipping into a recession. Quite frankly,
there was not much going on in the American economy in the first
quarter except for inventories and the beginnings of trade improve-
ment, and right now, we are seeing a substitution for improve-
ments on t{xe international trade front for a weakening domestic
economy. .

The third positive point is that the combination of the lower
dollar and improved corporate competitiveness has brought a sub-
stantial degree of improvement to particular industries on the
export side, such as lumber and wood products, paper, chemicals,
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some apparel and other price-sensitive commodity-like products.
This is still another sign of manufacturing bouncing back in at
least certain.areas.

Point four. Having declined sufficiently to have improved our
competitiveness, the dramatic decline in the dollar is now over. It
seems to me that there are clear signs the dollar is beginning to
stabilize, both because of the improvements on the trade front and
interest rate dynamics. -

That is not to suggest that the dollar will not decline further. I
think it will, gradually, for reasons having to do with our poor cur-
rent account position. But the notion of the dollar taking a dramat-
ic plunge, I think has to be ruled out.

nd in large part, that is so because the evidence on the capital
flow side—and it is important to keep this in mind—that there is a
very large attraction to the United States as an investment area. A
lot of the money flowing into this country is not coming here just "
to buy U.S. Government securities, it is to buy American assets
and to invest directly in. And much of this trend of capital into the
United States is a positive flow, and we must distinguish between
what are the positive and negative factors on the capital side, so
that we understand fully the nature of that problem.

Finally, I think that the Congress will pass and the President
will sign a tough trade bill, that clearly avoids protectionism, and I
think the Congress deserves much of the credit for having moved
this issue forward.

- 'The bad news is I think also substantial. Despite the trade

Pro I have mentioned, we are not going to see dramatic drops
in the trade deficit. We are looking at improvements in the trade
deficit of only $15 billion to $20 billion in what is a very large
trade deficit. The reasons we are not going to see improvements oc-
currinﬁ dramatically is for several reasons, including:

(a) Slow growth abroad, as Fred Bergsten has suggested, result-
ing from the unwillingness of the Germans, in particular, to take
more stimulative policies;

(b) Competitive pricing practices of an extraordinary nature by
foreign corporations, where they are quite willing to accept even
losses, in order to hold onto an American market share; and

(c) You find substantial trade barriers abroad, particularly irr the
Pacific Basin, Japan being a continued good example and South
Korean another. In deed, the devaluation of the dollar has been
highly uneven.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to stress that, despite all the positive
improvements in the dollar’s decline, with respect to competitive-
ness, that the German and Japanese currencies account for a little
over a third of American trade. A substantial amount of American
trade has not been improved at all by the dollar exchange rate
changes that have occurred, whether or not you are talking about
the Canadians or the South Koreans. And it is very important for
us to keép our priority on exchange rate policy in these other
areas. .

That set of negative factors, which means that the trade deficit
will not improve quickly, has the further secondary implication of
saying that the picture on the current account is not very good.
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There is no reason to believe that we are going to be able to see a
substantial reduction in the current account.

I don’t have precise estimates. My colleagues, some of them have
estimated a $10 billion to $15 billion improvement, while I see the
current account as flat for 1987. I see no particular signs that you
will see much improvement

This brings me to my third point, which I think is the really big
negative and the one that we all ought to be focusing on, and I
think Fred Bergsten has, and I am sure that Bob Hormats will, as
well, and that is the continued growth of U.S. indebtedness and de-
pendence on foreign capital, which, as I stressed before, is not all
negative, but a substantial part of the growing dependency on for-
eign capital to finance our budget deficits and to finance our debt
service, is making the United States a permanent hostage to for-
eign capital inflow, which, in turn, is going to and is in the process
rendering monetary policy obsolete as a means for controlling the
American economy. _

As long as we have current account deficits that are not showing
sharp declines, even though I see no dramatic decline of the dollar
falling out of bed, we will see continued pressure of the dollar.
That means that the Federal Reserve will consistently have to take
fn'otecting the dollar as a major priority, something that is relative-
y new, in terms of economic policy, putting a much lower empha-
sis on encouraging domestic economic growth and permanently be-
coming a contributor to what has become a fairly stagnant growth
- pattern for the American economy.

I don't see, for the reasons that Fred Bergsten outlined, any easy
way out of that dilemma, whether or not one looks at the alterna-
tives of further rapid devaluation, recession or whatever, except
for—and this brings me to my final point—there is no way to pre-
vent this kind of stagnation and eventual recession, although I do
not see that at all occurring this year. But we will have that stag-
nation and possible recession unless we begin to make a full com-
mitment to competitiveness that has to do with everything from re-
ducing the budget deficit to the passage of the trade bill and avoid-
ing the kind of legislation that would impede our competitiveness,
whether or not we are talking about obsolete plant closing, legisla-
tion or new mandated benefits, and, of course, continuing a major
drive at the corporate level, where I think we have maybe moved
25 percent of the way, Mr. Chairman, in terms of being fully com-
petitive. Now we have to move the other 60 to 76 percent in the
corporate area, and we have to push for sensible public policies.
But I think—as I have thought about this problem of interna-
tional competitiveness over the last couple of years, it comes down
in many respects, Mr. Chairmarn, to values and attitudes, and we
simply must put a higher value on everything we do with respect
to being more competitive; if we are to avoid the kind of perma-
nent stagnation and eventual recession that these international im-
balances can cause. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Jasinowski follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JERRY JASINOWSKI
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1. Over the last three quarters, there has been substantial and
significant progress in real net exports, by $29.6 billion (in constant 1982
dollars) over the period 1986:4 through 1987:1. This favorable development,
however, is tempered by the fact that in current dollar or nominal terms, the

improvement in both total net exports and the narrower merchandise trade
balance has been only minimal. Of these measures, we prefer real net exports
on the grounds that it enters difectlyinto GNP through the National Income
Accounts, and is therefore a better gauge )f the impact of external trade on
aggregate output.

2. There are two major causes of the improvement in net exports. The
devaluation of the dollar since early 1985 has augmented the relative price
position of American goods in global markets as well as relative to imports in
the domestic market. Simultaneously, the slackening of demand in the United
States has depressed imports.

3. Notwithstanding the devaluation of the exchange rate, export gains will
be minimal over the next two years due to slow growth overseas. Because of
the obdurate refusal of Germany and to a lesser extent Japan to reflate, the
rest of q\w ‘-nrld will experience only very sluggish rates of expansion, and
this will depress demand for American exports.

4. Assuming relatively slow growth here and abroad, with the dollar
falling only slightly further relative to its current levels, NAM projects an
improvement in real net exports of $25 billion (cc;mtant 1982 dollars) in 1987
and 1988. This will come both from import reductions and increased exports.

S. Although the prospects are for continued improvements in net exports,
there are several mitigating factors that will inhibit a more rapid
improvement on tho‘trado front. These include: |

o Microeconomic factors -— attempts by foreign corporations to preserve
their share of the American market by pricing competitively, even at the cost

of lower profit margins.
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o Barriers to entry. Any mumber of foreign countries have continued to
engage in de-facto protectionism through the use of non-tariff barriers that
have denied American firms access to local markets.

o The fact that the devaluation of the dollar has been uneven, with
exchange rates still overvalued ‘against the currencies of many of the Less
Developed Countries and the newly industrializing countries of the Pacific
Basin. :

6. While the dollar can be lowered selectively against the Third world
country currencies and Canaﬂa, from the standpoint of domestic economic
stability it is generally considered desirable to prevent a precipitous fall

-in the dollar. The reasons have to do with the Federal budget deficit, which
cannot be financed through domestic savings alone without crowding out private
sector borrowing. Currently, about 14 percent of Federal borrowing consists
of foreign purchases of Treasury securities; the financing of the government
deficit accounts for more than 40 percent of foreign investment in the United
States., In order to insure some continuation of capital inflows, the dollar
must be kept relatively stable ag;inst the currencies of the other large
industrial countries. An excessively rapid depreciation would lead to both
highei interest rates and higher inflation, and for this reason would augment
the risk of recession in the United States.

7. The major policy initiative necessary to insure both continued
improvements in trade and greater macroeconomic stability is budget restraint.
At the same time, a limited amount of intervention can be used in foreign
exchange markets to achieve a stable value for' the dollar and prevent
speculative disturbances.
RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN TRADE

As of early 1987, it has become clear that the deficit on nst exports has
finally passed its peak; it will now decline in real terms, and probably in

current dollar terms as well. This prognosis is considerably more optimistic
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than the current dollar trade figures would suggest, since the mserchandise
deficit in April showed only very minimal improvements. However, these
figures are misleading for two reasons. First, they do not include services,
which are an important component of aggregate overseas t:anuctigm. The
United States has consistently run surpluses on its service accounts, and when
services are added to nrebmdu; trade, the overall trade accounts have
frequently shifted from negative to positive. Secondly, the merchandise trade
accounts are expressed in nominal dollars; we believe that the constant dollar
estimates are preferable. In our view, therefore, the optimal measure of
external trade is net exports in constant dollars, derived from the National
Income Accounts. This series is computed by cmvo:;titsg, exports and imports to
inflation-adjusted 1982 dollars and taking the difference. This measure more
closely approximates the physical volume of goods and services traded; it is a
real magnitude which includes services, and it is also a direct component of
GNP. In this respect, it is real net exports rather than nominal merchandise
trade which determines the contribution of the external sector to aggregate
output. Another factor to be borne in mind is that real net exports is less
subject to distortions caused by exchange rate realignments. Changes in
exchange rates frequently haw perverse effects on nominal trade flows,
inasmuch as thay raise and lower the export and import price deflators; this
is obviously not a problem, however, after adjustment for inflation.

Quite apart from its conceptual superiority, net exports constitutes a
better measure of trade flows inasmuch as it more closely reflects the major
changes in American competitiveness. For instance, it is generally well-
established that the dollar was chronically overvalued during the Bretton
Woods era (1946-71), but that the successive devaluations in 1973 and 1976-80
led to signiﬂmt' improvements in this country’s trade posiuqn. Net exports
fully raflect these ckvelopments. The teal net exports series show persistent
deficits from the late 1950s to the early 1970s, but surpluses Ain the years
following devaluation (1974-75 and 1979-81). By comparison, the nominal
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merchandise trade balance shows congistent surpluses during the Bretton Woods

era and nearly consistent deficits thereafter. What this means is that the

behavior of real net exports is closer to what would be suggested by

international trade theory than is the behavior of the nominal merchandise

deticit. .

Using the real net exports series, several developments are immediately
apparent. First, the deficit reached its apex in 1986:3, at -$163.3 billion,
and has declined shy:ply since this time. 1In 1986:4, net exports improved by
$15.3 billion to -$146.4 billion, whi;i in 1987:1 a further improvemsnt of
$14.3 billion to -$133.7 billion took place. The recent trade data also
appear commensurate wlth the prognosis that the second quarter will also
witness an amelioration in the trade accounts. This would represent three
continuous quarters of steadily declining deficits on net exports, by fairly
large magnitudes. In sum, a positive trend in real net exports is beginning
to emergs. It should be noted here, however, that this has not been true of
the nominal data. In nominal terms, the deficit on net exports went from
~$108.9 billion in 1986:3 to -$110.2 billion in 1986:4 and -$107.9 billion in
1987:1,

This favorable development in real net exports is to be expected, given
recent shifts in the fundamental determinants of trade flows. The dollar has
declined sharply aqainst the currencies of the other major industrial nations
since early 1985, with the result that vis-a-vis Europe and Japan most of the
effects of the prior exchange rate appreciation of 1981-85 have now been .
reversed. ' ;

At the sames time, demand in the United States has begqun to slacken. In
1987:1, personal consumption expenditures declined at an annual rate of -$7.0
billion, wb.{'.le spending on durables fell by -$20.4 billion. At the same time,
business fixed investment declined by -$11.5 billion. In the absence of the
first quarter inventory building, the domestic components of GNP would have
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been negative. In other words, the weakness of domestic spending is reducing
demand for imports. .\

The pattern of improvement in net exports has, however, shown some
differsnces on a quarter to _gﬁartcr basis. The improvement in 1986:4 was
accounted for solely by a massive surge in exports, while in 1987:1 there was
an increased contribution from import reductions. More specifically, in
1966:4 real exports surged by 16.7 percent while imports fell by -0.7 percent.

By comparison, in 1987:1 exports increased by 11.8 percent while imports
declined by -3.5 percent. This leaves some doubt as to whether the trade
imprcvement will be predominantly export or import led. To attempt to resolve
this issue, it is necessary to examine growth rates overseas and their

-<

determinants,

GROWTH RATES HERE AND ABROAD
One of the disappointing results of the recent Venice economic sumait was

the failure of a conse .~us-to emerge on stimulating highur world growth.
Apart from some me}\forceablo and},atqely ineffectual agreements about
improved coordination of economic -f)olicy, the United State: was not able to
extract any commitments for more stimulative macroeconomic policies. In
particular, Germany rebuffed the m:ica:i request that it adopt a more
stimulative monetary and fiscal stance, although Japan has taken some steps
toward a looser fiscal policy.

German policy makers have argued they should not be obligated to bail out
the United States for its inept fiscal policies, and that the adjustment of
international trade accounts should take place through greater American fiscal
restraint. The cbstinate refusal of the Germans to loosen may be motivated by
the memory of the late 1970s, when their aétmt to reflate in deference to
American wishes led to an acceleration in inflation. More specifically, then-
Chancellor .Sd'nidt agreed to i packaqo of stimulative measures at tho 1978
summit at the request of President Carter, only to be confronted the following
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year by the second OPEC crisis and a doubling of the inflation rate. The
German government, now led by a congervative coalition, and the
semi-autonomous Bundesbank, which is notoriously orthodox in its macroeconcmic
views, are determined not to repeat this experience.

It should be emphasized here, however, that the experience of 1978-79 does
not constitute a reasonable basis for comparison. In the late 1970s, the
world economy was experiencing a major buildup in inflation and markets were
relatively tight, while at the current time there is widespread slack in
global markets and conditions are mmily disinflationary. Moreover,
Germany has experienced zero and in some instances negative inflation for the
last two years, giving this country adequate room to loosen without any fear
of price instability. Consequently, Germany’s policy position cannot be
viewed as justified under the present circumstances.

Nevertheless, this policy decision has substantial implications for the
world econcmy. Because Germany is the dominant economic pﬁwor in Burope and
because the other EMS currencies are linked to the mark, Germany’s -
consistently restrictive demand management policies imply similar policy
conservatisam throughout the EEC. smco. any country which reflates is likely
to face a balance of payments deficit and the potential decoupling of its
exchange rate from the mark, the European community as a whole is likely to
emphasize inflation control and follow the route of orthodoxy in demand

management. .

In Japan, policies may be gradually shifting toward a looser fiscal
stance. Up to now, the prevailing consensus in this country is in favor of a
policy aix consisting of mercantilistic trade practices and restrictive
management of domestic desand, While the initial moves toward fiscal stimulus
are only tentative, it must be borne in mind that policy making in Japan
typically takes place quite slowly inasmuch as leadership in this country
essentially collegial, with a great deal of decision-making authqx:ity
concentrated in ministries and parastate bureaucracies which are outside of"
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Prime Ministerial control. There is some evidence, however, that Japanese
leaders are increasingly aware of the fact that they cannot continue to rely
on exports to the degree that they have in the past. Purther, there are any
mmber of domestic priorities in Japan such as inadequate infrastructure and
an outdated housing stock that will have to be addressed through higher
government spending. Notwithstanding this improvement in the Japanese
willingness to cooperate with its trading partners, it is still unclear to
what extent :;ajor policy changes will take place in this country, and what
effects they will have on the trade deficit.

Given the rou:ccnoo of Germany and Japan to apply stimulus, the gutlook
overseas is for slow growth. The June 1987 Buropean Commmity forecast for
the industrial countries shows real GNP advancing by only 2.7 percent in Japan
and 2.2 percent in the EEC for the remainder of the year, while European
growth rates are projected to remain in the range of 2.3 percent during i988.
Mearwhile, growth rates in Latin America should be minimal inasmuch as the
persistent external debt burden is forcing these countries to adopt cautious
demand management policies and emphasize exports. The result is that global
demand for American exports will remain very weak.

while the implied path of exports is therefore relatively sluggish, the
trade outlook will benefit from the anemic growth rates of domestic demand in
the United States. Consumer spending will be held back by high interest
rates, unusually high personal debt loads, the depletion of savings, and slow
growth in disposable income. The most recent NAM forecast shows personal
consumption expenditures growing by only 1.6 percent in-1987 and 1.5 percent
in 1988. Therefore, even though there will be comparatively little growth in
demand for American exports, weak demand in this country will mean a slowdown
in imports, imports, especially if foreign goods become less competitive
because ot_ exchange rate changes.
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NAM TRADE PROJECTIONS
Based on the above considerations, NAM projects an improvement in real net
exports of approximately $25 billion (in constant 1982 dollars) in both 1987

and 1988. The forecasted values for real net exports are as follows:

CATEGORY 1986 1987 1988
Net' Exports ) -147.8 -124.1 - 97.2
Exports . 371.5 389.8 413.9

Merchandise 207.4 218.7 231.1

Agriculture ) 30.0 34.0 36.9

Services 134.1 137.1 R 147.8
Imports 519.3 513.9 511.1

Merchandise 343.8 339.7 336.0

Petroleun 74.7 76.3 77.8

Services 100.8 97.9 97.3

All fiqures: Constant 1982 Dollar Billions

The pattern of the improvement that is projected here relies on modest but
continuous gains in exports, coupled with slow reductions in the real import
volume. This letter development is distinctive in that imports normally rise
continuously during business cycle expansions, and only decline in real terms
during recessions. For instance, the improvement in the trade accounts
following the devaluations of 1973 and 1978-80 was based primarily in
increasing exports, although the net export surpluses recorded in 1974-75 were
caused by the shortfall in demand for imports engendered by the recession of
the mid-1970s.
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Developments in world oil markets introduce an element of uncertainty into
the trade forecast. Some of the massive swings in net exports reported over
the last year have been due to speculative volatility in oil markets. PFor
instance, imports were higher than expected in late 1986 due in part to
precautionary stockpiling of petroleum, while imports fell in early 1987 In
part due to liquidation of surplus oil stocks. While much of this speculative
volatility may now be at an end, there are still uncertainties with respect to
petroleum imports due to recent increases in spot market prices. The previous
collapse of OPEC prices and the resultant capping of American oil wells in the
Southwest has made the United States more dependent on oil imports.
Consequently, with oil prices now in the range of $18 to $20 a barrel, the
nominal trade deficit may fail to improve in 1987 due to the higher current
dollar price of petroleum. However, this should not affect the real volume of
oil imports. NAM’s estimate of a 2 percent increase in real oil imports in
1987 is actually somewhat higher than estimates obtained by other forecasters.

IMPLICATIONS FOR GROWTH
The projected improvements in trade will be the critical factor ;n avoiding

recession. NAM's forecast is for slow growth without a recession in iargi
meagure because the better trade performance will "bridge over" periods of

domestic weakness. ' _
The first quarter GNP tiq\;;es were misleading inasmuch as the heavy buildup

in inventories has masked weaknesses in domestic demand. The sources of
weakness include the rise in interest rates during the first quarter, the
contractionary implications of tax reform with respect to capital investment,
and the erosion in disposable personal income caused by the :m m/;\e
inflation rate, coupled with high personal debt loads. The impact of these
factors is by no means negligible: even with the improvement in net exports,
GNP would have declined by -$25.7 billion in the absance of the inventory

bui 1dup.
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The preliminary data for the second quarter is mixed, and points to a
continuation of expansion, albeit at a more moderate pace. Industrial
production fell slightly in April but recovered strongly the following month.
However, in April and retail sales declined; this latter development is cause
for concern inasmuch as weak consumer spending could lead to the emergence of
an overhang of unsold inventories by the second half, creating the
preconditions for a stock liquidation cycle. A more positive series of
developnentx. is that the adjustment of capital spending to tax reform may have
largely played. itself out in the first quarter, while the monthly merchandise
‘trade numbers for May showed a continuing drop in importe. Meanwhile, the jump
in the inflation rate in the first quarter has now resolved itself on a
transitory aberration caused by relative prices. Bearing this in mind, the
only major sources of growth in the second quarter are likely to be inventories
and the lower trade deficit, with GNP projected at between 1 and 2 percent.

Beyond the second quarter, domestic demand should stiengthen, and our
current projections are for growth rates of 2 percent in the second half of
this year and in 1988. These growth rates are less than robust, reflecting the
gradual exhaustion of the dynamic processes underlying this recovery;
nevertheless, the trade sector seems to be the key factor responsible tot__
preventing an actual recession, and in this respect the reduced deficit on net
exports reduces the drag on GNP by roughly $25 billion per year.

FACTORS MITIGATING THE TRADE IMPROVEMENT
The above analysis relies on econometric procedures which model trade

solely as a function of relative prices adjusted for exchange rates and
international differences in aggregate demand; as such it does not take into
account microeconomic fa;:tots at the industry and firm level that may 1npac£ on
trade flows. In this respect, three f;gtou may mitigate the favorabie trade

developments.
First, foreign suppliers are likely to attempt to hold onto their share of
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the Amsrican market by pricing their goods in an unusually competitive fashion.
As pointed out in a recent Federal Reserve study, many foreign firms [ossess
considerable scope for discretionary price cuti as a result of the larger
protits they enjoyed during the recent period of dollar appreciation. Because
of the magnitude of the earlier appreciation of the dollar, foreign
cotpbtatiml experienced a substantial and largely unanticipated expansion of
their profit margins, This in turn gives them leeway to reduce profits by

~ lowering prices in order to compensate for the dollar’s devaluation.

Secondly, any number of foreign countries are still Timiting market access
t:é American goods. Particularly in Japan and in the Pacific Basin, any mmber
of non-tariff barriers have been used to keep American goods out of local
markets., It is only tecent}y that the newly industrialized Pacific nations,
such as Taiwan and South Korea have begun to increase their purchases of
American goods, and largely out of fear of retaliatory protectionist measures.
Notwithstanding recent efforts on the part _ofl'theu countries to reduce their
:iade surpluses, however, tomdgblb barriers to entry remain, ranging from
state-run industrial policies which give preferential treatment to domestic
fimms to regulatory requirements and nationalistic sentiment on the part'; of .
foreign consumers.

Finally, it should be noted that the devaluation of the dollar since early
1985 has been asymmetric with respect to foreign countries. Most of the
devaluation has taken place against Japan and the EMS currencies. However,
these countries now only account for about 36 percent of American trade.
Mainst Canada, which accounts for -some 20 percent of trade, the American
dollar has fallen little. The dollar has actually appreciated against some of
the weak currencies of debt-ridden Latin American nations. Against the newly
industrialized Asian countries, the dollar has declined only very minimally.
Taiwan has revalued against the dollar during the last twelve months, but South
Korea’s exchange rate has undergone only minimal appreciation. The current
American pressure on Japaﬁ may induce Scuth Korea to revalue further. Until
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the exchange rate is bilaterally adjusted against individual trading partnecs,
however, the United States will continue to be in the position of being
selectively overvalued.

FOREIGN DEBT, GLOBAL CAPITAL FLOWS AND THE DOLLAR
while frcm the standpoint of trade flows a further depreciation of the
dollar would be in order, at least against individual countries, it should be
noted that there are other reasons why only a gradual and orderly devaluation

should be permitted. The reasons have to do with the threat to stability in
the United States posed by the international capital flows that would ensus in
the event of a precipitous decline in the exchange rate.

Consider the effects of a sudden loss of foreign confidence in the dollar.
Poreign investors would respond by repatriating their short-term liquid assets
80 as to avoid the losses that would result from devaluation; however, the
remission of assets would in and of itself cause the dollar to fall, making
fear of devgluntlon a self--fulfilling prophecy. These developments would
egtail two serious problems for American policy makers. On the one hand, the
flight of capital would make it necessary to finance the fiscal deficit through
domestic rather than foreign borrowing; on the other, the fall in the dollar
would raise the inflation rate. 1In the event that the deficit were financed
through additional money creation, excess liquidity and the depreciating dollar
would rapidly drive the inflation rate to prohibitive levels.

Estimates of the effects of the exchange rate on inflation remain a source
of controversy. Several econometric studies have indicated that the successive

realignments in the dollar from the mid-1970s onward exerted a substantial
impact on domestic price movements. The depreciation of the dollar in 1978-80
is estimated to have raised inflation by just under two percentage points,
while the appreciation of the dollar in 1981-85 is estimated to have lowered
inflation by approximately 2.5 percentage points. Based ¢n some early NBER
studies, the elasticity of the inflation rate with respect to the exchange rate
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is in the range of ~0.1 (meaning that a 10 percent change in the c;chmp rate
would change inflation in the opposite direction by 1 percentage point).
However, this estimate appears to be somewhat too high in the current economic
environment, During the late 1970s, when labor and product markets were tight,
domestic producers responded to increases in import prices caused by the
depreciating dollar by corresponding price increases in domestic goods; this
meant that the exchange rate tended to feed through into the domestic inflation
rate directly, through price arbitrage. By comparison, at the current time
there is sufficient slack in labor and product markets to prevent this from
taking place. Hence, devaluation is likely to induce substitution into
domestically-produced goods, and will not be fully reflected in the inflation
rate. Conseqgently, NAM computed estimates of the elasticity of the inflation
rate with respect to the exchange rate using different equation specifications
and alternative time periods. Our best estimates are in the rango of -0.08
over a one year interval, yielding a weaker relationship than cited above, but
by no means a negligible one. -

This implies that there is still some room for further devaluation of the
dollar before the United States would have to confront a serious threat of
renewed high inflation. Nevertheless, policy mkouwcleatly cannot allow a
"depreciation crisis" to emerge. In the event that the dollar were to fall by
substantial magnitudes, for instance by an addiuonai 20 percent, monetary
policy would have to be tightened to support the exchange rate. The
combination of tight money, capital flight and the pressure in credit markets -
caused by the budget deficit would induce a substantial rise in interest rates.
Under these conditions, the economy would collapse into recession, with
particularly severe output losses visible in intecest-rate sensitive sectors.
Parenthetically, it is worth noting here that in this eventuality, the lower
dollar and the cdecline in domestic demand would combine to reverss the deficit
on net exports; somewhat paradoxically, the country could actually solve much
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of its trade problem, but only at the expense of greater output losses in other
areas.

What has happened over the last six months can be viewed as a mild version
of this type of scenario. The dollar fell sharply in the first quarter,
leading to a rise in interest rates of as much as 100 basis points. However,
the resulting tight..iing of monetary policy effectively stabilized the exchange
rate and prevented any widespread capital remissions. Once financial markets
were calmed, the rise in interest rates was also halted.

Nevertheless, serious problems remain with respect to the exturmal sector,
having tc do in particular with the financing of the An%edcan £ scal deficit,
The deficit in FY 1988 is likely to exceed the Gramm-Rudman targets by upwards
of $30 billion, and this will require further financing through reserve
inflows. In order to generate these reserve inflows, however, the dollar will
have to remain relatively stable agains:: the currencies of the rentier nations
that are currently investing in Treasury bills; Japan, the United Kingdom and

' West Germany. If the dollar falls against these currencies, an increasing

<t

share of the deficit will have to be financed domestically, thereby crowding
out private borrowers.

In this sense, the period in which it was possible to simultaneously have
large fiscal deficits and sustained growth in capital spending may now be
drawing to a close. It was possible to finance both public sector and private
borrowing during the early 1980s only by capital imports; this meant in essence
that the fiscal deficit did not crowd out domestic capital spending only ‘
because (if one may employ somewhat unusual phraseology) it was crowding out
net exports. What is meant here is that because the figcal deficit draws in
reserves, it has kept the dollar higher than it stherwise would be. In
addition, the fiscal deficit has crowded out net exports by diverting funds
from the spending stream overseas, thereby lowering foreign demand for american
goods. If the dollar declines further, however, the fiscal deficit will
increasingly crowd out domestic capital formation.

79‘7‘6 0 ad 88 - 7
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Nevertheless, a situation of continuous borrowing from abroad in order to
finance the fiscal deficit 1! also unsustainable in the long-term, since it
inplieg a contimuous escalation in the external debt. As of 1986, the net

\
external investment position of the United States stood at -$263.6 billion, an
increase of $151.7 billion over the previous year. The United States has been
able to incur net debtor status without a collapse in its exchange rate only
because of its unique position as the world’s reserve currency country; since
the dollar is accepted as a medium of exchange worldwide, and since the debt is
denominated in dollars, the United States enjoys the luxury of being able to to
pay its debt by issuing reserve currency, rather than by generating additional
exports. This does not mean, however, that net debtor status is not without
danger. At some future time, foreign countries may resist further importation
of dollar liquidity or may demand higher rates of return on dollar-dencminated
investments. This 'would lead to a rise in interest rates in the United States,
wu,:.h the same recessionary consequences as noted above. In this sense, the
net-debtor status of the United States heightens the long-term risks facing the
economy, and underscores the fragility of the current business cycle expansion.

QONCLUSIONS
On balance, the outlook for trade is currently much more favorable than in

the recent past. Even without further policy changes, the external deficit has
past its peak, and will decline over the next few mtt.‘"mr, in order to
achieve a more lasting improvement in trade and at the same time insure greater
domestic macroeconomic stability, a shift toward a more restrictive fiscal
policy is necessary.

At first sight, it ilght appear counterintuitive to advocate fiscal
restriction as a means of improving the trade accounts, given that the links
between the government budget and tudc‘flows are exceedingly indirect.
Nevertﬁleu, while indirect, they are quite powerful. Iwo chamnels of
causality should be noted, the tendency on the part of the deficit to stimulate
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capital inflows and thereby crowd out net exports (see above), and its
corresponding tendency to stimulate consusption. Econometric estimates have
imi.icatod that when indirect causal channels are taken into consideration, the
overly expansionacy fiscal stance of the 1980s may have been responsible for as
much as one half of the deterioration in the trade accounts. A shift toward a
more contractionary fiscal policy would reduce the need for capital imports,
vhile at the same time lowering domestic consumption; both of these factors
would ultimately translate into a diminution of imports and a proportionate
inc:egu in net exports.

We believe that the primary mtus for fiscal restraint must come from
reductions in outlays. During the early 1980s, Pederal spending has drifted up
to about 25 percent of GNP, well above the levels witnessed during the 1970s,
and we believe that it should be reduced back to a lower- share of GNP over the
long-term, eg. 21 percent. Federal spending actually averaged slightly less
than 21 percent of GNP in 1970-79, '

On the tax side, it should be emphasized that the recent reform of the tax
code will hamper any improvement in the American trade position. The
underlying thrust of the tax refora bill was to lower taxes on consumers, whose
marginal propensity to import is relatively high, while paying for these
reductions by deleting investment incentives. Consequently,~tax reform is
likely to shift the output mix toward consumption, thereby drawing in imports,
while at the same time raising t.ho user cost of capital by as much as 20 to .‘{5
percent. The increase in the cost of capital will slow down investment
spending in exporting and import-competing industries, thereby retarding the
productivity gaing that would be necessary to achieve a comparative advantage
in price.

Because of the potentially deleterious implications of tax reform for
international trade, we also think that Congress should consider the bmneficial
results that can be obtained by replacing revenues from the existing Pederal
income taxes with revenues from a consumption-based tax. In additiom to
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providing a more favorable climate for capital investment, this would also
shift the output mix away from consumption. Moreover, consumption taxes also
tend to discourage imports by raising the prices of imported goods. The
experience of the value-added tax in Europe corroborates the view of favorable
effects on trade.

A third policy initiative that should be given consideration is the
continued use of limited intervention in foreign exchange markets in order to
achieved desired paths for exchange rates.. The initial Baker plan in 1985,
whereby the largest industrial countries agreed to intervene against the
dollar, was instrumental in achieving the devaluation of the last two years.
More recently, intervention has been used in order to prevent a collapse in the
dollar. As noted above, limited intervention could also be used to bilaterally
realign the exchange rate against the curtopciu of countries such as South
Korea and Taiwan, which have avoided any appreciation by virtue of the fact
that their governments have intervened to peg them to the dollar.
Intervention, of course, is not a substitute for changing the fundamental
determinants of exchange rates, which have to do with macroeconomic policies
across national boundaries. Nevertheless, the recent record of limited
intervention hag been sufficiently successful that it should be used
systegatically in order to prevent or counteract speculative disturbances in
foreign exchange markets.

With respect to stimulating more rapid growth abroad, there is little that
can be done other than what is being done already. Continued pressure on
Germany and Japan, both through official diplomatic channels and through
informal channels such as the media may he effective in inducing these
countries to adopt a more stimulative posture in demand management. The
possibility that these countries will experience a further growth slowdown in
1988 actually enhances the likelihood of a shift to looser fiscal policies.

Finally, as NAM has stressed repeatedly in the past, much of the
improvement in trade will ultimately have to come from the private sector.
There is now increasing evidence that American industrialists have become more
highly sensitized to the need to compet: with imports and the need to sell more
aggressively in foreign markets. The increases in manufacturing productivity
over the last few years will also have beneficial effects on the trade balance
in manufactures. It is up to Congress to create a stable economic environment
and avoid creating new burdens for industry, for instance through mandated
benefits, so as to enable the private sector to compete more effectively.
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Senator SARBANES. Thank you very much. Mr. Hormats, please
proceed.

STATEMENT OF ROBERT D. HORMATS, VICE PRESIDENT,
GOLDMAN SACHS & CO.

Mr. HormATs. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My colleagues on the
}Janel have covered a number of issues, so I will try to be brief and
ocus on a few major points.

The first is that the U.S. economy is in the midst of a transition.
For the last few years, it has been driven by stimulative fiscal
policy and strong domestic demand and sapped by deteriorating
trade balance. Now an improving trade balance is a source of
strength in the American economy, supplemeniing sluggish growth
in domestic demand.

I will send the committee staff some of the excellent economic
work that has been done by our economists at Goldman Sachs, on
which my figures in this testimony are based. But I want to high-
light a couple of numbers that illustrate this transition very vivid-

y.

Between mid-1984 and mid-1986, real domestic demand in the
United States increased at a 3.3 pecent annual rate, but real GNP
rose at only a 2.5 percent rate, nearly 0.8 percent was lost by a de-
teriorating trade balance. Since the third quarter of 1986, net ex-
ports have contributed 0.7 percent to growth in U.S. production in-
stead of subtracting 0.8 percent. Thus, althocugh domestic demand
from the second quarter of 1986 through the first quarter of 1987
rose at only 2 ment rate, GNP grew at a roughly 2.7 percent
rate, due to the ts provided by improved net exports.

That turnaround is particularly important. Now growth is begin-
ning to be stimulated rather than sapped by exports.

Senator SARBANES. Let me just interject that in our annual
report of the JEC, we, in fact, had a table that showed GNP move-
ment and this line above it is domestic consumption, which, of
course, is the very point you are making.

Mr. HorMmATs. Very much along those lines: And I think it is an
important way of looking at the transition.

t me make a couple of points about the impact of the dollar’s
decline. First, the point was made by Secretary Baldrige, and I
think it is an important one to recognize, that foreign suppliers
have tried to hold their share of the American market by taking
big cuts in profitability. OQur experts have put these figures togeth-
er. Their basic judgment is that ﬁroﬁts on exports to the United
States from its nigjor suppliers have drop to a 15-year low,
which means that large numbers of producers abroad are now sac-
rificing profits to retain American market share.

We also have to operate under the assumption that they can’t do
this forever, and if the dollar stays where it is, or goes down fur-
ther, they are s%:xeezed more and the possibility of their raising
their prices in the United States and, therefore, improving the
price competitiveness of American goods, increases.

We have already seen import prices go up at roughly 10 percent.
If foreign suppliers regain at least a portion of their former profit-
ability, they will probably have to raise prices substantially more
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than that over the next couple of years, and obviously, this means
we are going to get a higherrate of domestic inflation as a result of
foreign suppliers increasing the prices of the goods they sell in the
United States.

People don't like a higher rate of inflation, but it is important to
recognize that it is through higher import prices that American
products regain a portion of price competitiveness and so inflation,
or a little bit of inflation, is part of the price to pay for this trade
adjustment. .

And what we are seeing is, as Secretary Baldrige indicated,
some—indeed, some substantial—improvements in volume, rela-
tively flat imports and rather dramatic increases in exports in cer-
tain types of products, particularly industrial new materials.

Now let me talk a little bit about the dollar just to illustrate the
Kroblem. People have talked about the wonderful stability we have

ad as a result of the Louvre agreement. Fred Bergsten has put his
finger on one aspect. That is, a lot of intervention has taken place.
To be sure, the improvement in U.S. trade had helped to stabilize
the dollar, but one number should be borne in mind. The interest
rate differential between long-term United States and long-term
Japanese bonds increased from 200 basis points early in 1987 to
about 560 basis points earﬁv in June. It has since fallen back to
about 475 basis points. And this basically means that the reason
there is some private buying of American bonds—these are 10-year
bonds in this example, because they are comparable with Japanese
bonds—is that we have just had a big increase in interest rates. If
this trend continues, and if the U.S. external debt problem contin-
ues, we may see much higher interest rates in this country to at-
tract more money into the United States.
" That, of course, means slower growth, if it continues for a long
me.
The other point that is\important to recognize is the sort of
mirror image of the point I made with respect to the United States.
—As exports have contributed to growth in the United States, they
have also provided a drag for the other OECD countries. And the
numbers here indicate that. ~
For the OECD trading partners of the United States, in 1984 and
1985, domestic demand grew at 2.8 percent and increasing exports
gosntributed 0.7 percent to their GNP’s for a total growth rate of
In 1986, domestic demand in these other OECD countries grew at
3.5 percent, but trade deterioration subtracted 1.2 percent from
their GNP’s, leaving growth at 2.3 percent. And it seems to me
that the argument we ought to make is not that they ought to
- stimulate their economies to help us, it is that they ought to do it
for good self-interested reasons. t is, the big trade turnaround
that Fred Bergsten and Jerry Jasinowski have talked about is
going to mean more of a sapping of their domestic growth by a
turnaround in their trade. They have to stimulate their economies,
simply to offset the trade deterioration resulting from the change
in trade positions.
The serious problem is that other nations may not have fully
considered the impact on their economies of trade adjustment
needed to improve international trade balances.
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And cumulative miscalculations, reinforcing one another and
added to the Third World debt problem, could lead to a serious
global slowdown, unless domestic measures are taken in these
other countries to correct it.

Now I would leave the committee with one last general thought,
because time is short.

Today we are in the midst of the second great transition of inter-
national economic power in this century.

In the beginning of the century, it was from Britain to the
United States. The United States didn’t quite know what to do
with that power. Instead of advocating open markets, it advocated
protection. It took almost too long for us to decide to defend our
allies. We didn’t realize how important our strategic power was
and the responsibility it entailed.

The postwar order is based on the primacy of American power,
both economic and political. Other countries have experienced a
surge in their financial and commercial power. The problem now is
to shift responsibility in parallel with this shift in power, and that
means that other countries can no longer assume that the United
States is going to forever order its policies so as to insure a healthy
world economy, while its trading partners, perceiving themselves
as less responsible for the world economy, pursue policies aimed at
purely domestic goals.

It means that the Western Europeans and Japanese have to
assume coequal responsibility with the United States for the health
of the world economy, and that means increasing their growth
rates with a mind toward better balance, and particularly, it
means with respect to the Third World debt issue, that these big
capital accumulators have to find means of rechanneling that cap-
ital, primarily through their own government’s incentives, to
worthy projects in the Third World.

That is important, because it keeps the recycling process going.
It is also very important for dealing with our own external bal-
ances, because these countries of the Third World were big growe
in the last decade. They are constrained now by financing in th rz
decade. And with this sort of capital flow shift that I am talkin
about, there would be a boost for American exports. It is not a pa
acea, but yet another contribution.

So I would simply conclude by saying that, in addition to dealing

with our budget deficit, and I haven't touched that, because it’has .

been eloquently described by colleagues, that it is important to ex-
plain to other countries that it is in their interest to offset & dete-
riorating trade position by more stimulus. They also have to' under-
stand they have a broader role in the world economy y and a
broader responsibility because of their economic strength: And they
have to do something about capital flows to make sure that they
are used in a constructive say over the medium term.

Thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Hormats follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ROBERT D. HORMATS

1987 MIDYEAR REVIEW OF THE ECONOMY

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

I am grateful for the opportunity to testify at this hearing
precedent to the Midyear Report. I will briefly address four
points which I believe to be central to consideration of the
relationship between the international economic outlook for this
nation and its domestic economic prospects. These are:

-- the effect of recent trade improvements on the US economy;

-~ US trade prospects in coming years;

the outlook for the dollar;

-- what we have been, and should be, doing internationally.

THE EFFECT OF RECENT TRADE IMPROVEMENTS

The US economy is the midst of a transition. For the last few
years it has been driven by stimulative fiscal policy and strong
domestic demand, but sapped by a deteriorating‘trade balance. Now
an improving trade balance is a source of strength for the
American economy, supplementing slgqgish growth in domestic

demand.
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Between mid-1984 and mid-1986 real domestic demand in the US
'fincreased at a 3.3% annualirate. but real GNP rose at only a 2.5%
"rate. Roughly .8% was lost by a deteriorating trade balance. Since

the third quarter of 1986, net exports have contributed .7 % to
growth }n US production instead of subtracting .8%. Thus, although
domestic demand from the second quarter of 1986 through the first
quarter of 1987 rose By only 2%, GNP grew at 2.7% due to the boost
provided by exports. An improving trade balance is likely to

continue to contribute to improvements in US growth for at least

the next two years.

EXCHANGE RATES

The major reason for this improvement in America‘’s trade
;\balance has been the dollar’s roughly 40% decline since February
-- 1985, or 30% from the average of 1985. It is useful for reasons I

will cite shortly, to review the process by which currency changes

Affect imports.

The first impact is on profit margins of foreign producers
-exporting to the United States. Some producers have increased the
dollar price of products sold in the US in order to restore at 7
least a portion of previous profit margins. But many have not.
Profits on exports to the US from its major suppliers have dropped
to a 15 year low, which means that large numbers of producers
abroad are now sacrificing profits to retain American market
share. Assuming that they cannot sustain low profits indefinitely,
they will have to increase prices in the US enough to return to

more traditional profit levels, ie about 15-20% from levels of

“mid-~1987.
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The second impact is on import prices. These prices have been
rising at a nearly 10% annual rate (excluding petroleum) due to
;he fall in the dollar since early 1985. If foreign producers up
their prices further in order to restore at least a portion of
lost profitability, import prices should rise at a 10-15 pexcent
annual rate over the next two years, It is particularly important
to recognize the inevitability of such price increases, because
they are the primary vehicle whereby American-made products can
regain price competitiveness vis a vis imports.

These import price increases, of course, spill over into
domestic inflation. Assuming a 10% increase in import pricés
ultimately translates into a roughly 1% increase in prices and
wages in the goods sector, and that leads to a roughly .5% price
increase in the services sector, then the expected import price
increases should increase the CPI by an annual rate of .50% to
.75% over the next 18 months. That, in effect, is the price to be
paid for improving the US trade balance. It must be borne in mind
that the strong dollar of'past years contributed to lower US
inflation, so some degree of higher inflation must be expected
from the dollar‘s decline. The danger is that domestic producers

. will seek to increase domestic prices to match dollar for dollar
the rise in import prices. That, of course, would lead to a

sharper increase in inflation and thwart the trade improvements

expected from the dollar’s decline.



199

This leads to the last impact -- on volume. The ultimate test
of success of the dollar‘s decline is in trade volumes.
Merchandise trade imports (excluding petroleum), which increased
from a $308 million annual rate (in 1982 dollars) in the third
quarter of 1985 to $349 in the third quarter of 1986 have
stabilized an an annual rate of $356 million in 1987. At the same
time, exports have risen from an annual rate of $239 in the third
quarter of 1986 to an annual rate of $270 billion in April 1987,
Specifically, in the most exchange-rate sensitive area, industrial
supplies and materials such as paper, chemicals and synthetic
fibres (which are sold in bulk, homogenous, apd thus very price
sensitive) there has been a more than 10% inétease in exports and
only a 2% rise in imports since mid-1986. Exports of capital goods
have increased by 8%, while imports have grown at less than 68%.
Consumer goods, which are relatively less price sensitive, more
taste-driven, and readily available from countries whose
currencies have not appreciated as much vis a vis the dollar as

the yen or deutschemark have continued to show a deteriorating

balance.

THE DOLLAR
Much debate has focussed on the proper value of the dollar.The

Louvre Agreement (February, 1987) sought to stabilize the dollar
at roughly 140 yen and 1.80 DM, range. It has been remarkably

successful in doing so. But is important to recognize why. First,

»
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roughly 40-50 billion dollars of central bank intervention was
ALequired in the spring to prevent the dollar from falling below
the Louvre rates. More recently, the dollar’s strength can he
attributed to market perceptions of an improving US trade picture
and to a significant increase in US interest rates relative to
thosg of other major economies.

The interest differential between long-term US and Japénese
bonds increased from 200 basis points early in 1987 to 560 basis.
points in early June, although it has since fallen back to 475
basis points. The point being that it has taken higher domestic
intgrest rates to attract foreign investors into US securities.
This differential in part reflects a slightly tighter US mohetary
policy and in part concerns by foreign investors about the
probability of a further dollar decline, and thus their demand for
a higher risk premium to compensate. In any case, although high;r
interest rates may be a technique for financing the US current
account deficit,they do not constitute a technique for reducing it
(unless ,of course, interest rates rise so high as to generate a
US recession). Over the medium-term it makes no sense for the US
to want a rising exchange rate while it still has a large current
account deficit.

There appear to be two general schools of thought on the
course of the US current account deficit. The IMF, OECD, and
European Economic Commission predict a modest decline in 1987 and
~1988 -- to the $130-$140 range. A group of economists assembled by
Brookings project a drop close to $100 billion, but a rise
thereafter. My own forcast -- given the present set of exchange

rates and domestic policies in the major economies -~ is for a
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current account deficit of routhy $130 billion in 1987 and $100 -
in 1988,'w1th gradual further declines thereafter.

I therefore conclude that the dollar must fall a bit more in
order to move the US cloher to a sustainable current account
position. According to our analysis at Goldman Sachs, téking into
account the need for the US to further improve its trade and

current account balances, and compensate for the fact that its

inflation rate will exceed that of many of its largest trading
partners this year and next, it is reasonable and appropriate to
anticipate a gradual drop in the dollar to roughly 130 yen and 170
DM over the next twelve months and to 125 and 1.55 respectively
over the next 24 months. This assumes that the US government
avoids stringent measures to artificially prop it up; and such
measures would, in my judgment be a serious mistake. It.WOuld
likewise be a mistake to talk the dollar down below such levels,
or to allow the dollar to overshoot.

It is important in this context to recognize that at some
poiﬂz—1;~§§3~fﬁ€6f§‘the dollar’s éecline, coupled with domestic
policy changes in major economies, will have to be sufficient to
cause the US to experience several years of trade surplus
sufficient to cover interest payments on its external debt. Unless
one assumes that the US can go on accumulating external debt
forever, one must come to the above conclusion. The only
debateable point is the pace of this process. And that largely
depends on how much of a US current account other nations are
willing to finance, and for how long. If the US maintains large

interest rate differentials with other nations, private investors
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mnay finance these deficits for a time, but will likely require
kigher and higher risk premia in the form of higher interest rates
-~ and that could seriously slow down the US economy. In this
connection, it is inaccurate for other nations to believe that
artifici.lly propping up the dollar will help them avoid a
slowdown in their exports to the US; slow American Qrowth due to
higher interest rates will do that just as surely as a weaker
dollar, and probably with far more serious global implications.

The other technique for propping up the dollar and financing
large US current account deficits, would be massive central bank
intervention. But this tends to trigger inflationary pressures
abroad. And it is doubtful that foreign central banks will be
eternally enthusiastic about such a strategy.

Finally, of cburse, a continued large US trade and current
account deficit woﬁld surely strengthen pressures in this country
for new trade restrictions and subsidies, especially if Americans
feel that necessary reductions in the dollar ‘s value are being

resisted by governments, including there own.

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATEBN

It is important also to recognize that domestic policy changes
must accompany currency changes. Investment rates in the US have
been relatively low in this recovery compared to those of the
past. This means that the additional exports which will ‘be induced

by the lower dollar coupled with stronger domestic demand for
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those same products due to their becoming more cost competitive in
this country could strain US capacity in some sectors. A lower
budget deficit is needed to reduce interest rates and thus reduce
the cost of borrowing to finance new investment to meet rising
domestic and external requirements. It also reduces US dependence
on jmported capital and thus the buildup of US external debt.

Just as importantly, Americq’s trading partners mﬁst recognize
that the reduction of their trade balances with the US will create
a drag on their growth. For the OECD trading partners of the US in
1984~-1985 domestic demand grew at 2.8%, and increasing exports
contributed .7% to their GNPs, for a growth rate of 3.5%. In 1986
domestic demand grew at 3.5% but'trade deterioration subtracted
1.2% from their GNPs, leaving growth at 2.3%. In 1987 trade will
continue to be a drag on their growth of roughly .7% of GNP,
leaving a collective growth rate about the same as in 1986. Thus,
they will need new stimulus to offset a weakening of their trade
balances. Japan has indicated its plans to increase expenditures
and cut taxes in an amount totalling $42 billion, Germany has not
as yet decided whether it needs additional stimulus and if it
does, how much will be required.

But there is serious danger that other nations may not have
fully considered the impact on their economies of trade
adjustments neeééd to improve international trade balances;
collective miscalculations could lead to a reinforcing slowdown in
world growth, especially when its adverse impact on the exports of

already weak high-debt nations is factored in. The greater the
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improvement in the US trade balance the greater the need for other
major economies 6 take measures to offset the drag of
deteriorating trade balances on their economies.

Quite apart from these issues of the moment are larger
questions on which the We§£ must focus. We are today in the midst
of the second great transition of international economic power in
this century. From 1920 to 1940 the US failed to recognize the
economic strength it had inherited from Britain and the
responsibility that conferred. It protected its markets rather
than champion open trade, and waited to defend fellow democracies
until it was almost too late. For 20 years the world lurched from
one trade and financial crisis to another, then to political
confrontation, and then to war. We need to conduct the present
transition more smoothly.

The post-war order was predicated on the enormous economic and
military power of the US. For 40 years, leadership of the free
world required the US also to-be its economic benefactor.
Americans understood that growth abroad would be in their economic

and security interest.

But a surge in the commercial and financial strength of
America ‘s economic partners, a1;ng with this nation’s recent large
ﬁrade deficits and new status as the world’s largest debtor, have
reduce; its will and ability to shoulder global political,
military and economic commitments.

Without a broadening of the role of other industrialized

nations in reducing trade imbalances, strengthening world growth,
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and helping to promote economic development, Western economies and
alliances could be sevérely weakened.

If Americans believe that allies who have acquired financial
strength are doing too little to help the US reduce its trade
deficit and are not assuming a "fair share" of Western military,
energy security and aid burdens, and if America’s allies feel that
the US is unfairly blaming them for problems of its own making,
pushing them to adopt policies counter to their interests, and
using its payments deficit as a pretext for backing off of
commitments to the security of its allies~or to open trade,
Western economic and political relationships will suffer.

The race is between deepening economic problems and the
collective leadership needed to resolve them,

The first requirement is for Europe, Japan, and the US
together to reduce large trade imbalances in an orderly fashion
without causing a global recession.

Finance ministers and central bank governors of the Group of
' Five have moved shared responsibility one step forward by engaging
in a virtually unprecedented process of engineering changes in
domestic policies Pnd exchange rates. But sustained progress
towards growth and balance also requires a chaﬁge in attitudes
toward future policy making in Europe, Japan and the US.

Europe and Japan wiil need to break out of the post-war
complacency borne of the notion that the US would forever order
its policies so as to ensure a healtpy'world economy while its
trading partners -- perceiving themselves "less responsible" for

that economy -- pursue policies aimed purely at domestic goals,
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even if these are inconsistent with world trade andAgtowth
requirements. Western Europe and Japan depend heavily on a world
economy the health of which now depends every bit as much of their
actions as it does on those of the US.

Washington’s attitudes too must change. President Reagan‘s
failure at the Venice Summit to achieve his objectives can in part
bé attributed to the hard reality that a heavy debtor nation is in
a relatively weak position to insist that others comply with its
economic wishes. In today’s international economy foreign support
for US objectives must be merited rather than assumed or demanded.
Erratic domestic policies, lecturing others when it cannot control
its own budget, and blaming them for its home-made problems weaken
washington’s influence.

Providing foreign assistance is part of the responsibility
that accompanies wealth in Western nations. The US recognized this
in the years after World War II, when it transferred 4% of its GNP
abroad. The serious debt problems of much of Latin America and
Africa cry out for greater attention. Ame?ica’s allies now have
the capacity to provide more funds to nations important to Western
interests while the US, in the process of cutting its budget
deficit, is unlikely to appropriate significant new money in the
immediate future. America’s allies need to up their aid share and
provide—incentives for their private sectors to recycle, in the
form of lending to worthy projects in the Third World, a larger
portion of the capital they are accumulating. In so doing they

would strengthen global growth and political stability; they would
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also reduce pressures from Washington for "quick fix" stimulus in

their own economies.

CONCLUSION
Midway through 1987 the world economy is in the midst of two

major adjustments. From a major imbalance in world trade to a more
manageable balance and from a world economy based on US hegemony
to one based on shared responsibility. The two are directly
related. Failure to reduce trade imbalances-invites the type of
frictions that weaken political and security relationships. Bad
trading partners make bad allies. An increasingly indebted America
will have an increasingly difficult time providing the strong
leadership on which the rest of the free world relies. And
accomplishing this task at the cost of sharply lower growth or
recession would deal a severe setback to hopes for resolving the
Third World debt problem and for avoiding protectionist measures
in all economies. The US and its trading partners must forge a
sense of collective responsibility for the world economy and wise

policies to ensure its growth and stability now and in the future.
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Senator SARBANES. Well, thank you.
Gentlemen, let me say, I think this has been an extraordinarily

helpful panel. The statements and the testimony have been out-
standing. We have alsc had a chance to go through the prepared
statements, which will be included in full in the record, but I think
that your comments have been very perceptive, and we thank you
for the obvious work that has gone into this effort.

I want to develop a few points. Let me pick up on what Bob Hor-
mats said at the end, the theme I have been sounding repeatedly,
and that is that I think that other countries with strong economies
are not carrying a responsibility in dealing with the world economy
commensurate with the s‘rength of their own economies. They
need to do more. Obviously the United States needs to set its own
house in order, but this reallocation of responsibilities, particularly
given the strategic burden which we carry in relationship to other
countries, has to be recognized and appropriate adjustments have
to be made.

What I would like to do now is this, I would like to take Mr.
Hilty's prepared statement—does each of you have a copy of it
there in front of you?

Mr. HOrRMATS. Yes.
Senator SARBANES. Let’s go through that for a second, because I

want to address, first of all, Fred Bergsten’s point that anything we
seek to do in the trade area is perceived as protectionism. That is
an overstatement, but when we talk about measures that can be
taken to address our situation, no distinction is made between
going too far and therefore falling into protectionism, and trying to
do something about fairer trading relationships.

Now it may be, as Secretary Baldrige said, that if we eliminated
all unfair trade practices with the Japanese, it would only mean
$12 billion to $15 billion on the trade deficit.

I happen to think that is consequential, not inconsequential, par-
ticularly when Secretary Baldrige is suggesting that in order to ad-
dress the trade deficit, we must do someting about the budget defi-
cit, and then suggests that if we elirninate EDA, we will save $200
million; $200 million there; yet we are talking over here, by his
own admission, $12 billion to $15 billion, if we address these unfair
trade practices. .

So it is not inconsequential. Second, we can’t maintain any stable
order if the rules are not perceived as being fair. We can hardly
tell people that they ought to be competing if they think they are
doing it under unfair terms.

Mr. Hilty, in your prepared statement, you have an interesting
point that more than half of Japanese auto production goes abroad.
Let me ask, among auto producers, is that unusual?

Mr. HiLty. Yes, it is.

Senator SARBANES. I guess now the Koreans are doing the same
thing, because they are following the Japanese strategy, probably.
But amongst other auto producers, is their major market domestic?

Mr. HiLry. Yes, there has been a rule of thumb that over half of
one’s production should be in your own country. This is true for
Germany and England and France and Italy. This has been a rule
that has been part of the bible for the auto industry in the past.
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So, yes, Japan broke that rule. They tried to develop their export:
industry as part of their strategic development; and as you men-
tioned Korea, Taiwan, and Malaysia are starting to emulate that
precedent.

Senator SARBANES. Now, you say, “Available data suggests the
Japanese auto industry in recent years was profitable only in the
United States and Canada.”

To what extent can you sustain that point?
Mr. HiLry. Almost all the auto financial analysts make this

statement. We have looked at annual reports and then tried to de-
termine where their profits come from. Yes. I would say this is a
generally accepted pattern and the Japanese also say this. I can

give you or your staff quotes.
Senator SARBANES. All right. Now do the other panelists contest

that, as a factual matter?

Mr. HorMATS. No. Most Wall Street analysts that have looked at
it agree with that ver}fhpoint.

Senator SARBANES. They agree with that?

Mr. HormATs. Yes, sir.
Senator SARBANES. All right. So that is a fact. Now why is that

an acceptable approach toward international trade? I mean, as we
look at this situation. The World Auto Market, which shows that—
let's see, 24 out of 33 million. So that is 75 percent of passenger
cars is North America and Western Europe. And North America is,
what about 35 to 40 percent, I guess; right?

Mr. HiLry. Right. If you add it all together, two-thirds of the cur-
rent car and truck market is in Western Europe and North Amer-
ica.
Mr. BERGSTEN. Mr. Chairman, if I might make a comment on
that, I think you want to ask, perhaps, why it is that the Japanese
auto sales in the United States and Canada were profitable the last
few years, when they were not profitable elsewhere. And I don’t
have the whole answer to that, but I will give you two parts of the -
answer.

Senator SARBANES. OK.
Mr. BERGSTEN. One is the exchange rate. When they were able to

convert a strong dollar back into so many yen, they were able to
get a tremendous advantage vis-a-vis their earlier pattern here, be-
cause that strong dollar bought so many yen. And that was one
reason.

A second reason was our own import restraints on their auto ex-
ports to us. I think it is well known that by limiting their access to
our market in volume terms, we %romoted price raising by the Jap-
anese exporters—which you do whenever you set up a quantitative
restriction—and we encouraged them to upscale the models that
they sold into the U.S. market. And again, it is known that the
higher up the scale of models you go, the higher is the profit per
unit.

So what I wanted to say, Mr. Chairman, is put the two things
together—I am not suggesting this is the totality of thvevficture—
and Don Hilty knows this better than anybody, and he will be able
to explain more. But our (folicies which promoted such a strong
rise in the value of the dollar and limited their access to our
market in volume terms enabled them to charge much higher
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dollar prices which, when converted back into yen, gave them an
enormous rise in their total profit position.
Now I don’t know if that is the totality, but I would suggest that

was a big part of the picture.
Our industrial policy, in some sense, was to promote, enormous-

ly, the profits of Japanese auto companies, and I don’t think it was

veg; smart.
B ;mtox" SarBaNES. Well, Mr. Hilty, do you want to respond to
that?

Mr. Hity. Thank you for the chance. I disagree completely with
that analysis.

Senator SARBANES. Good! Let’s keep this thing moving. [Laugh-

ter.

N}r. Hiury. Right. Thank you. I agree with part of it, that, yes,
the strong dollar helped them generate——

Senator SARBANES. Let me interject right there, if I could, to- all
of the panel.

I want to put a general question to each of you. Would any of

ou, if given the choice, prefer to be weak rather than strong?
{Laughter.] :

Mr. JasiNnowskl. No, Mr. Chairman.

Senator SARBANES. I can say you are a strong person, or am I
going to say you are a weak person. Now is there anyone there who
would want to be termed a weak person?

Mr. JasiNnowskl. No, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. BERGSTEN. Not this group. [Laughter.]

Senator SARBANES. Now let’s take the “strong dollar” and the
“weak dollar.” In fact, the so-called “strong dollar,” was not a good
dollar, from our point of view, was it? It is better for us to have
what is now referred to as the “weak dollar” that to have what we
used to have as the "strong dollar”’; right?

Mr. BERGSTEN. I wouldn't call it a weak dollar. I would call-it a
competitive dollar. If the dollar was undervalued by 20 percent like
we had in the late 1970’s, that is bad too, because that is generat-
ing excessive inflationary pressure.

nator SARBANES. All I want to do is stop using the terms
“strong dollar” and “weak dollar,” because they carry with it a
connotation of desirability and undesirabiligy, which is not related
to what an analysis may lead you to conclude. That is all. And you
all agree with that I guess?

Mr. Hiry. Yes.

Mr. JasiNOwSKI. Yes.

Senator SARBANES. Please go on.

Mr. HiLty. Right. That portion of the profits is true, that the
did convert those dollars into a lot of yen. However, I don’t thin
that they gouged the American public during the %ota riod.
There have been quite a few studies on this subject. The IMF has
recently analyzed the situation and conclude gougir(nlg. I think it is
embarrassing to the economics profession that they did this. Before
quotas, the auto companies were pricing about three-fourths the
rate of the CPL If there was price gouging going on during quotas,
you would think that relationship would increase, that the portion
of the CPI that was charged for cars would go up. It went down
during that period. I think the fact that quotas were year by year
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Jy year, put pressure on the domestic companies. I know it did in
our case. We did not want to gouge, because if we fOt greedy, those
VRA'’s would go off immediately. And I think the Japanese also did
not gouge, because they were already making a lot of profits.

I just wanted to make that point.

I think you mentioned the point too that the rest of the world
knows we have a trade problem, and I think foreign exporters to
the United States have been waiting for the shoe to drop for a time
wheex:l they would get their hands spanked—but that hasn't hap-
pened.

I am not too sure that if we have some measures—I wouldn'’t call
them protectionist—but have measures to try to restrict their un-
limited access to the United States, that they would retaliate. The
Japanese are not retaliating against Western Europe, and they se-
verely restrict Japanese car exports into Western Europe.

I fiilink they realize that they are taking a lot of advantage of our
markets. '

Senator SARBANES. Mr. Hormats, I know you have to catch a
plane. We appreciate your testimony very much.

Mr. HorMATS. Sorry I have to leave.
Senator SARBANES. Thanks for the statement. It is very helpful.

Mr. HiLry. I think that many foreign exporters to the United
States have known the{ have had a good deal, and they are expect-
ing us to slow down this unlimited access to our markets, and I
ggq’t th!ii_lk that we would face a lot of protectionist measures on

eir part.

4 C.?‘;med;or SArBANES. Depending on how far we went and what we
i
Mr. HiLty. That is correct. I am amused at the current refer-
ences to Smoot-Hawley. When the United States implemented
Smoot-Hawley, we had a trade surplus. We got exceedingly greedy.
We now have a trade deficit. It is an entirely different situation.

Mr. JasiNowskl. Mr. Chairman, I would like to take a little dif-
ferent tack on the question you raised, to emphasize, notwithstand-

_ing the high quality of much of the Japanese products, the extent

‘to which their actions simply reflect a mercantilistic development
strategy, which is a major part of what the Japanese have been, I
think, justifiably, from their own point of view, pushing for some-
time now. It is an export-oriented economy. They built the whole
strategy up on that notion. Minimal domestic consumption. Maxi-
mize exports. ShiY1 them out as fast as you could, whether or not it
was autos or anything else, and that is how you grow!

And I don’t think it is much of an exaggeration, if any, to say
that was the Japanese strategy. And I think that part of that was
barriers to American products, and in some cases, it was even some
industrial policies which subsidized their exports.

So it is quite appropriate for the Congress and the administra-
tion to require the Japanese to open their markets, be more fair in
trade and accept greater responsibilities, as Bob Hormats said, in
terms of the world economy and national defense.

I think the problem in the trade bill, is that there are a number
of ways to do that, and there are a number of ways to do it outside
of the trade bill. As you get into the Gephardt amendment, how-
ever, it was flawed substantially by supporting the idea that you
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would automatically use surpluses, period, as a test for the deter-
mination of trade policy and trade policy actions. And I think that
as long as there was this automatic focusing on surpluses which
could be, for a variety of causes, it was not really acceptable trade
theory and not acceptable, politicalhy.

Senator SARBANES. Well, I would have to take another look at
the Gephardt amendment, but I thought he linked surpluses to
unfair trade practices.

Mr. Jasinowskl. The original Gephardt amendment did not. Now
there have been subsequent proposals put forth that have attempt-
ed to do that, and that may be considered in the Senate in some
form, and I think that as Kou begin to make that connection, you
obviously have a different kind of judgment. But you did ask about
Gephardt, and the original Gephardt amendment did not link it to

unfair trade practices.
Senator SARBANES. Now, if it is linked to unfair trade prac-

tices——

Mr. Jasinowskl. Yes, Mr. Chairman.

Senator SARBANES [continuing]. Would that put it in a different
light, in terms of your analysis?

Mr. JasiNowskI. In my opinion, it puts it in a different category,
and one has to, then, look at the specific amendment and decide
what it means, although I think that once you get into areas of
looking at aggregate surpluses, and you trigger specific trade policy
action, you are in a very crude policy area. I am all for sending
strong signals to the Japanese. I suggest to the Congress we siml[))ly
put it in the findings of the bill or we pass it in a resolution, but
when we start to trigger 301, 201 or anything because of aggregate
surpluses, we are in an area where the Government is not very
likely to be able to be successful.

Senator SARBANES. Yes, Congressman Scheuer.

Representative SCHEUER. Mr. Jasinowski, let me say, this has
been a spectacularly wonderful, terrific, enriching hearing, and I
am grateful to you all.

You know, this is an imperfect world, and we have imperfect
ways of catching the attention or some of our foreign trade part-
ners. You use words like “obdurate” and “obstinate” describing the
Germans, who have been warm, cuddly puppies compared to the
Japanese. Somebody else here said, we are going to measure
frogress with the Japanese, not by inches but by millimeters. And

think, if there was a smaller measure of linear distance than mil-
limeters, we could take that, because they can erect this whole
morass of formal and informal impediments to trade. They can
erect that whole thicket faster than we can tear them down by
means of these agonizing negotiations, product by product, that
take several years each one. And by that time, you know, there’s
been a whole growth of another thicket.

The other thing, as soon as you penetrate the thicket, the minis-
ter resigns, and you have to start all over again with a new minis-
ter.
I reall{l sympathize with our trade negotiators.

Now this was a very crude attention getter, and we are sinl\xf)ly
saying to them, this Congressman from the Eighth District in New
York—that’s Scheuer—when he had small kids, he used to beat the
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hell out of them three or four times a week, on the principle that if
he didn’t know what they were doing wrong, they knew what they
were doing wrong. [Laughter.] -

Now this is our message to the Japanese. We can’t cope with this
thicket, but on the bottom line, we cannot accept the result. And
what we want you to do is work your way down from a $60 billion
surplus of $5 billion or $10 billion surplus, $12 billion, who cares,
but a manageable, reasonable surplus. And we would hope that you
would tear down those thickets you own way. You know the prob-
lem. You know your own distribution system. You know how to
‘stop requiring us to take apart and put together evegy car that
comes into P\;our country. We don’t do things like that. But you do.
You solve that problem. We are just telling you the result that we
want to achieve.

Now that, admittedly, is a very crude way of approaching the
Japanese, but if you use words like “obdurate” and “obstinate’ for
the Germans for their moderate degree of noncooperation, what
kind of language would you use to describe the Japanese attitude?

Mr. JasiNnowsk1. Well, first of all, Congressman——

Representative SCHEUER. And how do we apf)roach that problem?

Mr. JasiNnowsKl. First of all, Congressman, I agree with you, per-
sonally, that as a crude attention getter, that the Gephardt
amendment in the House was a positive step forward and always
though that raising this issue, in that sense, was positive. We are
now getting down to the final issue of what we g’ut in the law, and
I think that the debate is always refined in that process, and I
think one has to think twice, after one’s gotten people’s attention,
and Xou are making a decision about the law.

I don’t know the answer to what you put in the law, but I do
know enough about trade policy and negotiations to know that you
want to be cautious about linking bilateral surpluses with very spe-
cific trade policy actions, because we are not going to do it well.

As far as what we do next, that will be debated on the Senate
floor, and you gentlemen will decide, and then it will turn to the
conference. So I think that what you did in the House and what
you are suggesting as a crude attention getter, personally, was a
very important step forward and actually improve the situation.

Representative SCHEUER. Just one little followup question. You
mentioned, I believe, that 60 to 75 percent of the route toward real
competitiveness in the private sector has yet to be traveled. They
ma¥l have traversed the first 25 or 30 percent. They have two-thirds

f the job ahead of them.

What is going on? I mean, it is a wonderful Frivilege for me to be
asking a leader in the corporate sector, and I have just one ques-
fion hafl;er this for Mr. Hilty, and then we will all go and have
unch.

What is going on in the private sector, and what kind of initia-
tives is the N exercising to concentrate some minds in our pri-
“vate sector?

Mr. Jasinowskl. Well, I am glad you asked that, because we
have just completed a survey, and I will send you more of the de-
tails, but the summation of the survey is that most major manufac-
turing and medium-sized manufacturing corporations have gone
through the worst of the cost-cutting associated with being more

79-716 0 - B8R - 8
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competitive or the best of the cost cutting, depending upon how you
want to look at it. They are now focusing first on quality and serv-
ice and that is what people are spending more time on than any
other thing in corporate America today.

Second, as a priority, they are focusing in improvini the manu-
facturin% process through advanced manufacturing techniques and
the whold range of things associated with what you do inside a
plant to make products better.

Third, they are looking at a whole range of ways in which
human resources are better utilized, all the way from incentives
and bonuses to changing the structure or hierarchies to making the
dynamics of culture and the commitment to competitiveness differ-
ent. And I think that is a very important area and it varies a lot
from corporation to corporation.

The final way is an enormous amount of attention going into
technology and how you commercialize products more rapidly out
of universities, out the Federal labs, out of corporations into new
products and processes in shortening the product life cycle.

So those are four of the major priorities. Quality dominates virtu-
ally everything else at this point in the corporate world in most
corporations, and they are at the point where they are moving for-
ward very aggressively but still have quite a lot of work to do.

Representative SCHEUER. We would appreciate it if you would
send that. .

Mr. Jasinowski. All right. We will send you some material, and I
would be delighted to come and spend some time with you, as well,
Congressmen. ,

Representative SCHEUER. A question for Mr. Hilty. Do you know
of any car manufacturer in this countr{ that has ever designed a
car for export to Japan that had a right-hand drive?

Mr. Hirry. No.

Representative SCHEUER. Let me tell lyou‘ I get to Japan from
time to time. I speak the languafe and I enjoy it, and I get there
on private trips and congressional trips. And from time to time, the
American Embassy has pity on me, and they send an Embassy car
to pick me up and take me to meetings, an official meeting of one
kind or other. And you know, I feel I am sitting in the death seat.
When 1 sit on the left-hand side of the back seat, I am in a-state of
absolute, unadulterated panic.

Now the fact that no car company has ever designed a car for
export to Japan with a right-hand drive, doesn’t that fact tell you
something about attitude and behavior of American corporations in
their utter failure to think about the market, to think about prefer-
ences, to think about the most elemental considerations of safety
and mental well-being of a person who sits in the back of that car?
Doesn’t that speak volumes about the failure of marketing, about
the failure to acquire Japanese-speaking Americans? I think the
Japanese have 50,000 English-speaking American salesmen here.
We have less than 1,000 over there.

From the point of view of marketing and concern about prefer-
ences, styles, quality, custom and what not, isn't there a vast dis-
tance for the corporation to travel in that area?

Mr. HiLty. Yes. This is a complicated subject. I will make it as
simple as I can—and you asked a lot of questions too.
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It is a small market. It is only a 3-million-car market, so we
would not even have a potential of selling large volume there. So
sma}: cars are probably not worth trying to change for that
market. -

Representative SCHEUER. What would the potential market be for
right-hand drive cars in manly other countries, England, Bermuda?
I can’t even mention them all.

Mr. Hiry. We do make them for those markets. There is a
status symbol, too, for the Japanese to be driving a U.S. made vehi-
cle. When you are driving a right-hand vehicle, you know——

Representative SCHEUER. A left-hand drive vehicle?

Mr. Hiuty. It is a status symbol to drive a left-hand drive car; it
is different. And the BMW’'s——

Representative ScHEUER. They are willing to go into cardiac
arrest every time they turn a corner?

Mr. HiLty. I know. I lived in England and drove to the Conti-
nent, and it is not fun to sit in that seat; that is correct, especially
when you are behind a big truck. How do you pass?

As you mentioned earlier, too, it helps their industrial espionage
to send a vehicle over there, because they take it apart. You have
to give the chemical composition of all the components. So it is not
worthwhile because the volume potential is not great in such a
small market. We are selling big cars to Japan now, more now that
the currency alignment has changed in the last year or so. But the
- volume is so small.

Representative SCHEUER. Have you ever tried to estimate what
the volume would be if you gave them a car with a right-hand
drive? Wouldn't that automatically give you a quantum job in your
volume possibilities?

Mr. HiLty. We do make right-hand drive cars in this country, but .
the JaIpanese don’t always ask for them. They ask for left-hand
drive. I will assemble more details on this subject and give you an
answer.

Representative SCHEUER. I would appreciate that.

Mr. Chairman, let me say, it is after 1 o’clock, and my heart goes
out to all of you. You have been very patient and very forebearing.
It has been an absolutely fascinating hearing, and I have truly en-
joyed it. And I thank you for it. -

Senator SARBANES. I think it is only the fact that Congressman
Slcheuer has a vote and I have a vote tﬁat is going to bring this to a
close.

Let me just ask two quick questions. One is, is there not a prob-
lem, and it goes to the mercantilist approach, with countries that
decide to target the American market, and then that is their objec-
tive. And so, you know, like the Japanese now, less than half of
what they do on autos is used at home. I mean, you could have
some small principality, whose state of development was fairly
low—this is not Japan, obviously, decide they were going to go into
the—they were going to build a steelmill and export their steel to
the United States, and that was going to be part of their economic
development program. .
Isn’t there something wrong with the international system, if it

works that way?
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Mr. JasiNowskl. There is a problem with respect to how the par-
ticular country makes a transition out of that and what effect it
has on the international economy, and I think either Fred Bergsten
or Bob Hormats alluded to the fact that if they don’t stimulate
their economies, they are not going to have enough growth to offset
the decline in exports. .

I think top the Japanese credit, there is quite a lot of thinking
and some actions in that country to move toward a building up of
their intrastructure and dealing with a lot of domestic priorities
that they have neglected or not done as much on as they could, and
therefore, if these countries move to stimulate some of their domes-
tic economic growth, it is quite possible that we could avoid the
most lf&dver:se effects of trying to make up for the lost export
growth,

Mr. BerGgsTEN. Mr. Chairman, it may be unique in the auto in-
dustry, as Don Hilty said, for a country to export more than half
its output, but it is not unusual at all, in trade patterns more
broadly. Ask the American soybean industry, ask the American
aircraft industry, ask many industries in many countries, where
exporting more than 50 percent of output is common, not unique.
So just because somebody exports more than half its output, I
would not immediately condemn him.

Now I am with you, if there is a concentrated, targeted strategy
that includes unfair trade practices, and the like, sure, they have a
problem, but just that statistical relationship, at least viewed
across industries, including agriculture, is by no means an unusual
phenomenon, even in this country, with our huge market and rela-
tively small share of the total economy that goes into export.

So I wouldn’t look at that per se.

Let me mention one other point. I yield to no one, I think, during
my experience in government, as having tried to at least be a
tough negotiator, and I can give tZou a long list of bruised foreign
counterparts, so I wouldn’t, I think, be guilty of the charge of being
soft on negotiating partners.

The issue is what you hit them over the head to get.

Now the Japanese weren’t benignly happy to watch the yen rise
from 260 to 140 against the dollar. All the Japanese could now talk
about is deindustrialization of their country, hollowing out of their
corporations, et cetera, et cetera. Now is is a lot of crocodile tears.

Senator SARBANES. But we never should have allowed it to
happen in the first place. ;

r. BERGSTEN. Absolutely right. ;

Senator SARBANES. Now they make an argument that somehow
they are not being dealt with properly, when it shouldn’t have hap-
pened in the first place.

Mr. BERGSTEN. Of course. Of course, but——

Senator SARBANES. And if the point had been made then, they
would have had no complaint, because it would have been easily
recognizable at the time. ‘

Mr. BERGSTEN. And you said that at the time, and I said that at
the time, but the U.S. Government——

Senator SArBANES. That is why we are going to require the
report that we have in the trade bill.
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Mr. BerGsTEN. That's right. Exactly. The U.S. Government was
cheering on the high dollar, as you well know. And so my only

»——point is, it then had to be turned around. The U.S. Government

had to beat on the Japanese in that area. That is where the big
money is. Mr. Hilty’s chart, I think, very nicely points out, yen at
120, he caps his deficit. Well, that is one way to do it. Among his
options, I regard that as a healthy sustainable way to do it, com-
pared with some of the others.

It is not that you don’t be tough. The question is (a) yhat works
and (b) what is healthy in an overall economic sense. '

Senator SARBANES. Now let me ask one—I have to go vote—one
final question.

Is there anyone on the panel who thinks that it is possible to be
the world’s great power and at the same time be the world’s largest
debtor, that those two things can be squared with one another?

Mr. BeERGSTEN. Since I have the microphone and since we are
doing a big study on that at my institute, I will simply say, history
knows of no possible example of that type. Indeed, the historical
correlations run in precisely the opposite direction.

Mr. JasiNnowsKI. I would agree with that, Mr. Chairman, and just
put it on a commonsense basis. I think that you use debt to invest
in order to build for tomorrow, and that is always a temporary
thing, and in this case, we are not even using the debt, in many
cases, to invest.

Mr. HiLty. I agree that historically this has never been done and
probably never will be done.

Senator SARBANES. Gentlemen, we thank you very much

[Whereupon, at 1:15 p.m., the committee recessed, to reconvene

at 10 a.m., Thursday, July 2, 1987.]
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STATE OF THE ECONOMY AT MIDYEAR

THURSDAY, JULY 2, 1987

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, _
JoINT EcoNoMic COMMITTEE,
Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to recess, at 10 a.m., in room SD-
628, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Paul S. Sarbanes (chair-
man of the committee) presiding.

M};’lt'esent: Senators Sarbanes and Melcher and Representative Mc-
illan.

Also present: Richard F Kaufman, general counsel; William
Buechner, Dan Bond, Jim Klumpner, Paul Manchester, Dale Jahr,
and Chris Frenze, professional staff members.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR SARBANES, CHAIRMAN

Senator SAkRBANES. We will now go to our panel as the committee
turns its attention to a series of hearings that we have been hold-
ing this week on the midyear outlook for the economy. We have
with us two distinguished witnesses, Mr. Lawrence Chimerine, who
is the chief economist at Wharton Econometrics; and Mr. Alan
Blinder, who is professor of economics at Princeton University.

Gentlemen, we have your prepared statements. If you could
maybe take 10 minutes or so each to summarize your views, we

would be happy to hear from you.
Mr. Chimerine, have you worked out an order between your-

selves?
Mr. CHIMERINE. I'll go third. Whatever you like, Mr. Chairman.
Senator SARBANES. Well, since all things come full cycle, if you
go third that means you will go first. So why don’t we hear from
you and then we will hear from Professor Blinder.

STATEMENT OF LAWRENCE CHIMERINE, CHAIRMAN, CHIEF EX-
ECUTIVE OFFICER, AND CHIEF ECONOMIST, WHARTON ECONO-

METRICS .

Mr. CHIMERINE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm delighted to be
back and to see you again. I have submitted a fairly lengthy pre-
pared statement which I hope you received. I think you may have
received it a little bit late and I apologize for that. I'll blame
Gramm-Rudman for postal cutbacks.

As you requested, I will try to briefly summarize my prepared
statement. In doing so, I will focus on the two or three subjects
that you asked me to.

(219)



220

First, the current economic situation as I see it; second, the near-
term outlook particularly for the rest of this year and perhaps
1988; and third, and in the process, to discuss some of the major
factors that are affecting the economy and impacting economic per-
forir_nance; and then finally, some thoughts on budgets and fiscal
policy.

Let me start with the current situation. I think the committee is
well aware of the fact that about 3 years ago, in the early summer
months of 1984, the economy seemed to move into » pattern of rela-
tively slow and erratic growth that has continued ever since that
time. Over that 3-year period, economic growth has averaged about
2.5 percent, which is considerably below what it had been earlier in
the postwar period, even though in my view we have nowhere near
completed the recovery process.

In my judgment, this pattern of relatively slow overall economic
growth in_the United Sptates is still continuing. The most recent
evidence is quite mixed—some of the indicators show a little bit
more strength, while others have softened.

But when you add it up, you can really draw two conclusions.

First, on an overall basis, the economy is still growing, but fairly
slowly. There is no evidence that we are sliding into recession. By
the same token, the pickup in economic growth that’s been project-
ed for the last several years hasn’t happened, and is still not hap-
pening.
Ancf second, one of the reasons why the economic indicators are
mixed is that the mix of economic performance across major sec-
tors is changing.<In particular, trade is finally starting to improve,
especially in real terms. That is, the trade deficit. But at the same
time, domestic demand has softened very substantially from the
rates of growth we had in the last several years, especially con-
sumer spending and construction. The shifting mix between domes-
tic demand and foreign trade is what accounts for the uneven per-
formance among the economic indicators.

Again, when you add it all up, I believe the underlying growth
rate in the economy right now is still roughly in the 2 percent
range. In my judgment, that is unsatisfactory, and as I'll get to in a
moment, I continue to believe that not only will this kind of slow
growth continue but that most of the risks are on the downside.

My concerns really reflect that no matter whether you look at
the secular factors that are affecting economic growth now in the
United States, whether you look at economic policy, or whether
you look at cyclical forces, all of them suggest to me that the best
we can get is a continuation of relatively slow economic growth for
the immediate future, and it may be far more than the immediate
future. In effect, this slow growth of 2 percent or so might persist
for many, many years and, second, as I said a moment ago, the

risks are on the downside.
Let me take you through each of the three kinds of categories of

factors verirl briefly.

First, I think the economy is largely being affected right now by
some major secular developments, or secular forces, which are
holding down economic growth. The two most significant, in my
view, are, first, the deterioration of the relative competitive posi-
tion of the U.S. economy in world markets, and second, the recent
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debt buildup. We've talked about this at previous sessions of this
committee.

In my judgment, there has been a significant deterioration in
U.S. competitiveness, primarily being reflected in a dramatic nar-
rowing of the advantages in productivity, technology, and product
quality that the United States had over most of the rest of the
world back in the 1950's and 1960’s. Our traditional competitors
have narrowed the productivity gap—in some cases, they have
eliminated it completely. And in many industries, they have gone
ahead of the United States. At the same time, a whole raft of new
highly efficient competitors have emerged on the scene in many in-
dustries, many of them located in the Pacific Basin, in Brazil, or in
other parts of the world.

And 20 or 25 years ago, when we dominated the world economy,
when we had relatively larfe trade surpluses, when we had large
market shares in almost all manufacturing industries on a global
basis, our productivity was far ahead of the rest of the world. And,
in fact there was a very limited number of competitors in those

days.

%hat’s happened over the last 10 or 15 years has been a sharp
narrowing of those productivity advantages. What has made it
most dramatic, and what hurts us from a competitive standpoint is
that, in my judgment, we can no longer afford the differences in
labor costs and capital costs which we used to be able to afford or
justify by the large advantages in productivity and product quality
that we had 20 or 25 years ago.

We can spend hours arguing why our advantages have dimin-
ished, whether it’s because we got complacent, or because the rest
of the world has caught up to us, or because of the faster transfer
of technology, or because of the actions of multinational companies
overseas, and so forth. But I think that what's most important for
current economic performance is to understand that there has been
a significant change in relative competitiveness.

In my judgment, this is limiting economic growth. In recent
years it limited economic growth by these larie and growing trade
deficits. What'’s ha‘gpening now essentially is that the ramifications
of the change in U.S. competitiveness are changing. It's affecting
the economy differently, but still limiting economic growth on an
overall basis, primarily because those large trade deficits and the
resulting large explosion in U.S. foreign debt are unsustainable.

The a(}justments which are not taking place to reduce those
trade deficits are having negative side effects elsewhere on the
economy, especially on domestic demand. In particular, a weaker
and weaker dollar is not a cost-free solution to large U.S. trade
deficits. It is adding to inflation, and, as a result, squeezing pur-
chasing power for many consumers, and pushing up interest rates
at a time when interest rates are already too high given how slug-
gish the economy has been. The same is true for wage restraint in
the United States. More and more companies are holding down
wages, either freezing them or slowing the rate of increase, which
does help them to become more competitive, but of course holds
down urchasing Kower. And, a large number of companies, par-
ticularly some of the well known, most visible companies, have con-
tinued to lay off large numbers of relatively high-wage employees.
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Again, this lowers their average costs and makes them more com-
petitive in world markets, but at the expense of holding down pur-
chasing power in the United States.

We have thus now entered into a period, in my judgment, where
real wages are stagnating. This is the principal factor in limiting
consumer spending. So the ramifications of our changing competi-
tive posture in world markets are shifting from large trade deficits
to weaker consumer spending, and really, to weaker domestic
demaxl:d in general, but still as a result, limiting overall economic
growth.

Second, I believe we are beginning to now pay a price for the lit-
- eral explosion of private debt in ths country in recent years. We've
had a fun party, financing a large amount of expenditures and fi-
nancial activity by going deeper and deeper into debt, but now the

ising debt burdens of recent years hav: begun to limit consumer
spenging, on top of the squeeze on purchasing power. In addition,
we have a large number of corporate clients who are telling us that
they are holding down their capital spending because of the al-
ready difficult time they are having servicing the debt they have
accumulated in recent years. So domestic demand, in my judgment,
is also now being limited by the buildup of debt in recent years.

We have essentially borrowed from the future and the future is
- noii-l-as a result, this factor is contributing to slower growth as
well.

I think the same is true when you analyze economic performance
from a policy standpoint. We are now really paying the price for
large budget deficits in recent years. They are keeping interest
rates too high at a time when, 3 or 4 years into the recovery, a lot
of previous pent-up demand has been used up, there has been a lot
of overbuilding in the economy, and excess capacity is widespread.
We thus need lower interest rates to stimulate the economy, and
‘lax"lge budget deficits prevent that from happening, in my judgment.

he increasing reliance on foreign capital only aggravates the
problem. And now we are entering into a period of reduced fiscal
stimulus, which may be producing the worst of both worlds, at
least in the short term. Tax increases and spending cuts are pro-
ducing a modestly restrictive fiscal policy, while at the same time
the deficits are still high enough to prevent more downward move-
ment in interest rates. Monetary policy is thus becoming less
useful. The Fed feels constrained by concern about the need to
make sure foreigners continue to be willing to hold dollar assets,
and by large budget deficits, so they have much less leeway to ease
than they did 15 or 20 years ago despite the slow growth environ-
ment, 80 monetary policy is not a major source of stimulus either.

And finally, when I look at cyclical factors, I reach the same con-
clusion regarding growth. There is a now a big overhang of auto
inventories which is going to be worked off through lower produc-
tion in the months ahead. In other industries, inventory policies
remain very, very cautious.

Economic growth outside the United States is quite sluggish, so
that even with a weaker dollar, the improvement in our exports
will be very slow and gradual. More and more State and local gov-
ernments are experiencing a budget squeeze and, as a result, are
being forced to cut their expenditures.
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And I mentioned earlier that a lot of previous pent-up demands
have been used up. So there is really no cyclical thrust to the econ-

omy.

When you put all this together, I think the best expectation for
the second half of this year and for 1988 is that growth of around 2
percent is likely to continue, with some modest and gradual im-
provement in the trade dificit, and with very little growth in do-
mestic demand.

I think the risks are on the downside. First, if the dollar does go
through another sharp decline, interest rates will probably rise
again. The impact of monetary policy is now essentially assymetri-
cal—if interest rates shoot up, I think we will-be in a recession
very quickly. But modest declines in interest rates sort of push on
a string, without generating much more spending, but if interest
rates do start to move up I think it would significantly hinder the
economy.

Second, we can’t rule out a worldwide recession in view of the
cautious policies in the rest of the world. Competitive cost cutting
now seems to be the No. 1 priority almost everywhere. The Japa-
nese are restraining their wages in order to offset the effect of the
strong yen on their competitiveness. The Germans are starting to
do the same. There’s a real risk of a worldwide recession.

Third, when you have the saving rate at an all-time low, house-
hold indebtedness at an all-time high, and real incomes barely
growing, you certainly cannot rule out a major retrenchment by
coggpmers, particularly with confidence showing some signs of
eroding. -

These are the major downward risks which could easily convert
., what I believe will be 2 agercent average growth into even weaker
growth, or no growth at all.

One or two last comments, Mr. Chairman. First on inflation.

There was a scare several months ago when gold prices shot up,
other commodity prices were rising, long-term interest rates in-
creased quite dramatically, and some of the major price indexes in-
creased quite rapidly. Many people began to wonder whether or not
some of these predictions we’ve heard in recent years that we're
poised for 6 or 7 or 8 percent inflation were beginning to come
true. '
I don’t think that’s the case at all. Clearly, inflation is currently
higher, and will remain higher, than it was a year or two ago, pri-
marily because we had a number of temporary forces holding down
inflation during that i)eriod, especially weaker food and energy
prices, and a strong dollar.

Those are now being reversed. Some increase in inflation there-
fore was to be expected. It’s in fact almost necessary if we're going
to reduce the trade deficit.

What's most important, though, is that the conditions which
could trigger a wage-price spiral, and a major acceleration of infla-
tion, beyond the 4 or 5 percent range that will take place as a
result of the factors I just mentioned just don't exist. There is still
widespread excess capacity, oversupﬁhes of most commodities, and
wage restraint is still the order of the day. Many of the automatic
cost-of-living adjustments in union contracts have been scaled back
or weakened considerably in recent years. More and more compa-
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nies are increasingly competing against low wages in the Far East,
so wage restraint is still necessary on their part. And most compa-
nies want to rebuild low profit margins first before they even con-
sider accelerating their wage programs. And, of course, economic
growth is quite sluggish throughout the world.

Under these conditions, I don’t see any major risk of a wage-
price spiral, or of a dramatic pickup in inflation, and I would sug-
gest that any policies that are geared toward holding down econom-
ic growth even further as a result of concern about inflation would
be misguided in the current situation.

The last issue I'd like to discuss is the Federal deficit. I am ex-
tremely concerned, Mr. Chairman, that the Federal deficit in fiscal
1988 is going to be higher than that in fiscal 1987. This year’s defi-
cit is being held down in part by a one-time bulge in revenues as a
result of the tax law change, particularly with respect to capital
gains. Some of those revenues are very likely being borrowed from
next year. On top of that, the increase in inflation, which is mostly
in oil prices and import prices, is going to push up the cost of in-
dexed programs, while the tax base is not being increased by it.

Third, I think some of the costs of other programs are being un-
dgrstated, and, finally, economic growth is probably being overstat-
ed.
There is thus a very strong chance that the deficit could rise to
at least $180 billion next year, or even higher, even if we continue
to get roughly 2 percent economic growth.

I would strongly urge that additional declines in the Federal defi-
cit are necessary, while at the same time, our priorities are altered.
I think we have to review the entitlement programs and convert as
many of them as we can to means tested programs. We also have
to look carefully at defense for additional savings. I think we are
also going to need some modest tax increases because, in my judg-
ment, we are underspending in those areas that are critical for
future competitiveness and productivity improvement, such as edu-
cation, job training, and so forth.

In effect, I think it’s about time we recognize that we not only
have to put Federal deficits on a continued modest downward
trend, but that simultaneously we have to change some of our pri-
orities, and that some additional revenues will be necessary. And
the longer we put off the problem, the worse it’s going to become.

It must be particularly frustrating for the Congress because each
year you make cuts in some social programs, or in defense, and the
rise in interest expense just cats that up and you're back in the
same situation. So I think the deficit situation must be addressed,
but I think it has to be done simultaneously with a reevaluation of
our priorities, our needs, with particular focus on what we have to
do to restore productivity growth and improve our competitiveness
on a long-term basis in this country.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Chxmerme follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF LAWRERCE CHIMERINE

My name is Lawrence Chimerine, and 1 am the Chairman, Chief Executive Officer and
Chief Economist of Wharton Econometrics. I am delighted to have thi§ opportunity to
testify before the Joint Economic Committee on the current state of the economy, the

economic outlook, and fiscal policy issues.

SUMMARY
In sum, my views are as follows:

1. Economic growth in the 2% to 2.5% range is likely to continue
for the remainder of this year, 1988, and beyond. This reflects a
number of secular factors, as well as relatively restrictive
policies, which are holding down economic growth on a relatively
long-term basis in comparison with earlier years.

2. The risks are predominantly on the downside, especially for the
very near term. Thus, complete stagnation or even a recession
cannot be ruled out during the next eighteen months.

3. Hhkle inflation is accelerating in comparison with the last
several years, a major wage-price spiral is not likely. Thus, I
expect the inflation rate to average between 4.3 to U4.5% over the

next several years.

§. The outlook for the federal deficit remains poor -- in fact, the
deficit in FY 1988 is likely to exceed that of FY 1987 unless the
current deadlock in Washington is broken.

5. 1 continue to believe that it is essential that future deficits
be reduced on a gradual basis. However, it is equally important to
increase funding for those programs which will positively affect
productivity and competitiveness. In my view, in order to both
reduce deficits, as well as increase funding in some critical areas,
some modest tax increases are essential.

THE CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION

Despite the relatively large increase in real GNP in the first qua-ter, and
despite some shifts among major sectors and industries, the pattern of relatively
slow and erratic economic growth which began in the early summer months of 1984
still remains in place, as indicated by the following:

1. Most of the rise in first-quarter GNP was in inventory investment,
especially for autos and trucks. Recent cutbacks in motor vehicle production
clearly demonstrate that the buildup was involuntary, and is in the process of being
reversed. In addition, first-quarter GNP benefited from an unsustainable decline in

oil imports.



226

2. While {industrial production rose by a relatively large 0.5% in May,
industrial output actually fell slightly in March and April (even with upward
revisions). Furthermore, while cutbacks in motor vehicle production referred to
earlier were a significant factor in relatively sluggish industrial production in
recent months, the sluggish pattern is relatively broad-based.

3. Although the unemployment rate dropped sharply in April, and stayed down in
May, a large fraction of the increase in new jobs continues to be in low-paying

services. Furthermore, the rate of increase in the number of new jobs has slackened

from earlier in the recovery.

4, The slower growth in consumer spending that began last fall has continued in
recent months, especially for purchases of goods. Nonauto retail sales have
essentially been stagnant {n recent months, especially for appliances and other
household durables. Moreover, reports from many retailers indicate activity thus
far in June has not improved significantly. Sales of autos have remained weak even
though the payback from previous incentive programs, and from tax-reform spurred

purchases late last year, appears to have alreacy been completed,

5. Housing starts have declined in the last two months from the near 1.8
million rate earlier this year. Multifamily starts have been especially weak --
single-family units also declined last month in response to recent increases in home
prices and mortgage rates. Furthermore, reports from the field of declining
traffic, lower sales, and very weak housing permits in May, indicate that further
declines in starts are likely over the next several months.

6. The trade deficit improved to between $13 and $14 billion in March and April
from approximately $15 billion in February -- in real terms, the decline was even
larger. However, the upturn in exports continues to be relatively mild --
furthermore, some of the slackening of imports seems to be related to softness in

demand.

7. Orders for nondefense durable goods continue to zigzag on a monthly basis,
but the trend remains oniy modestly upward -- this largely reflects the slowdown in
domestic demand for big ticket items.

On balance, therefore, the recent data indicate that the economy is still
somewhat sluggish, despite the magnitude of the first-quarter GNP increase, and that
the situation is not likely to change during the next few months. Data currently
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available indicates that the rise in GNP in the second quarter in real terms was 1%
or even less, so that economic growth during the first-half of this year averaged
only slightly above the near 2.5% average since mid-1984. The mixed data also
indicate that a significant pickup is not likely during the months ahead -- in fact,
overall economic growth will probably be lower in the second half of the year than

it was in the first.

Recent data also indicate that some of the shifts in the performance of
different sectors which began late last year are continufing. In particular, as
mentioned earlier, the trade deficit (especially in real terms) is continuing to
decline gradually, but domestic demand remains relatively weak, The most

encouraging news was the relatively large 0.5% increase in industrial production in

May -- while this reinforces the view that at least a moderate improvement in the
manufacturing sector can be expected because of better exports and slowing import
penetration (although the effects are not being spread evenly among specific
industries), the May increase overstates the underlying rate of improvement:

1. Wrile manufacturing is, and will continue to, benefit from better trade
patterns, | believe that the turnaround in the trade deficit will continue to be
slow and gradual, especially in view of still weak economic conditions in much of
the rest of the world, and the continuing shift of U.S. trade with the undervalued-
currency countries in the Pacific Basin and elsewhere.

2, Domestic demand for big ticket consumer durables and various types of
business equipment is likely to remain sluggish. Furthermore, slower growth in
defense spending, and weak construction, will also hold down some goods-producing

industries.

3. Despite already sizable production cuts, auto inventories remain relatively
high (and, in fact, have increased further {n recent weeks) as a result of very weak
sales. Thus, additional production cuts are likely in the mo.ths ahead -- this will
not only reduce motor vehicle production, but will feed through into numerous other

industries as well.

Even with the pickup in industrial production, overall economic growth will be
very moderate for the rest of this year because of the weakness in consumer spending

and housing now underway.
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THE CAUSES OF SLOW GROWTH

In my judgment, this period of slow economic growth now underway is likely to

persist for many years, reflecting: (a) some major sectoral changes that are

limiting economic growth relative to previous trends, (b) the absence of traditional
eyclical factors *hat could stimulate faster growth, and (c) the neutral to somewhat
restrictive economic policies cﬁgt are likely to prevail for the immediate future.
In my view, it is predominantly the secular forces (primarily the deterioration in
U.S. competitiveness in world markets) which are limiting economic growth.

Sectoral Influences

1. U.S. Competitiveness: || believe the major factor affecting the U.S. economy
today is the change in U.S. competitiveness in the last ten or fifteen years. U.S.
productivity and technology advantages were so large during the early postwar years
that the United States was able to maintain dominance in world markets, and generate
large ongoing trade surpluses, despite funding much of the free-world's defensc,
despite having very open markets, and despite cultural and trade barriers which
limited access to some other markets. However, even though U.S. manufacturing has
remained relatively stable as a share of GNP, these basic advantages have been
narrowed dramatically, primarily by rapid productivity growth among traditional
foreign competitors, and by the emergence of many highly productive new competitors
in the last 15 years, reflecting : (a) the speedier transfer of U.S. developed
technology to the rest of the world, (b) a more rapid rate of new innovation in many
other countries than in earlier years, (¢) a strong emphasis on product quality ani
design, (c¢) high saving and investment rates, (e) the rebuilding of World War II
ravaged infrastructures with the most modern equipment (and the use of such
equipment in the NIC's), (f) the increased mechanization of agriculture, (g) the
lower base from which many foreign countries started, and (h) an emphasis on rapid
growth, both domestically and in exports, in order to generate the higher profits
necessary to fund additional in&estment, and research and development. During the
same time, productivity growth in the United States was slowing relative to the

earlier postwar years.

The net effect of these factors has been to dramatically narrow the differences
in productivity and product quality which existed previously between the United
States and older competitors, at the same time that a large number of new, highly

- el
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efficient competitors emerged -- in fact, average productivity levels in many
‘tradable goods industries are actually now higher in Japan and some other countries
than they are in the United States (although not on an overall economy basis,
because U.S. productivity levels remain higher in various other industries). As a
result, relatively high wage and capital costs in the United States can no longer be
justified by productivity differences, and represent an enormous competitive
disadvantage -- the combination of these developments has caused a rapid shift away
from U.S. dominance in world markets, with sharp declines in the U.S. world-market
share for most manufactured and agricultural goods, massive trade deficits, and
rapidly growing foreign debt. These trends have been aggravated by the enormous
U.S. budget deficits and the overvalued dollar of recent years, by slow growth

overseas, and by the LDC debt crisis.

The decline in fundamental competitiveness (i.e., in relative productivity), and
its likely affect on future economic growth (to be discussed below), have been

hidden or unrecognized because of the following:

A) The manufacturing/GNP ratio (in recal terms) has remained relatively stable,
suggesting that the United States is not de-industrializing. However, the stability
of manufacturing output as a share of real GNP in recent years actually further
demonstrates the erosion of U.S. competitiveness when it is viewed in the context of
the rapid rebound in the demand of manufactured goods (relative to total demand) in
the United States, reflecting the large turnaround {in consumer durables, the
procurement-dominated military buildup, and the tax-incentive-led pickup in
investment in the early 198033 The surge in demand for goods has been so strong
that it has prevented the manufacturing/CNP ratio from declinirg despite the loss of
U.S. market shares (and the related influx of imports and slowdown in exports) --

oo - —-Without the change in relative competitiveness, the manufacturing output/GNP ratio
would have risen sharply during the 1980s, This also explains why U.S.

' manufacturing output grew more rapidly than in the rest of the world during the
initial stages of the recovery -- the U.S. market, in which the U.S. has a
relatively large (but declining) share, has grown much more rapidly than markets
overseas. And, of course, U.S. manufacturing ouptut has essentially stagnated since
mid-1984. Finally, maintaining a near-stable manufacturing/CNP ratio (the trend at

cyclical peaks.has actually been ;lightly negative) over the last 15 years has been

possible only in part by a steadily declining dollar relative to most currencies

during the 1970s, which offset some of the widening unit labor cost differentials at

that time.

79-716 0 - 88 - 9
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B) The U.S. economy has grown more rapidly than most other industrialized
countries during recent years -- this is often cited as the primary cause of large
U.S. trade deficlts. However, while faster economic growth in the Untfed States has
obviously increased the trade imbalance in recent years, it does not account for the
sharp rise in import penetration rates (rather than just import levels), and the
decline in U.S. exports in real terms since 1980 (even though economic growth
outside of the United States has been positive, although modest). These have
combined to cause the sharp decline in the U.S. share of worldwide production in
most industries referred to earlier, and in overall world trade, in recent years.
Furthermore, the U.S. trade imbalance continued to rise even as U.S. demand and

overall economic growth slowed in 1985 and 1986.

c) The onset of massive trade deficits has coincided with large budget
deficits, leading many to conclude that the budget imbalance, by pushing up Interest
rates and the U.S. dollar exchange rate, is the dominant cause of our trade
problems. However, as best evidenced by the rapid rate of increase in the U.S.
trade deficit with Japan, and the steady decline in the U.S. dollar rclative to the
yen and other industrialized currencies, our trade problems were developing well
before the 1980s. The full extent of underlying deteriorating competitiveness at
that time was temporarily masked by the surge in exports to Latin America (financed
by unsustainable U.S. bank lending, much of it directly tied to exports), by rising
exports to OPEC countries (in response to oil-revenue-financed development and
construction programs), and by the relatively weak dollar. Large U.S. budget
deficits have clearly made the trade deficits worse in recent years, both by pushing
up the U.S. dollar and by directly stimulating demand; however, increasing foreign
competitive pressures would have occurred even in the absence o unbalanced U.S.

fiscal policies.

The changing relative poﬁition of the United States in world markets is, and
will remain, the principle factor holding down economic growth in the United States
-~ furthermore, because this is a secular rather than cyclical change, the
consequences are likely to persist for many years. In effect, the conditions which
permitted sustained strong economic growth (almost 4% annually) and rapidly
improving living standards during the 1950s and 1960s not only no longer exist, but
to some extent, are being slowly reversed -- I therefore expect a continuation of
slow economic growth as compared with earlier standards. What will change, however,
are the ramifications of the competitive problem and its sectoral impacts. In
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recent years, it has held down economic growth by limiting gains in manufacturing
and by causing large and growing trade deficits -- in the years ahead, the principal
effect will be on domestic consumption. Tuis will,come about because rapidly
growing U.S. foreign debt cannot continue indefinitely ~- at some point, the rest of
the world will reach the limit of dollar absorption, so that U.S. trade deficits
will have to be dramatically reduced. In fact, the United States will likely have
to run trade surpluses at some point in order to generate the foreign exchange to
service the large foreign debt that will exist -- this implies an acceleration in

industrial output in the years ahead.

In my view, a significant additional narrowing of the gap in real wages between
the United States and many other countries will be necessary to bring them in line
with productivity differentials -- this will stop the downtrend in the U.S. share of
world exports and reduce the U.,S. trade imbalance over time. In view of the still
slow rate of increase in wages and strong productivity growth in many other
countries, much of this will have to be accomplished by the following: (a)
Additional sizable declines in the U.S. dollar, which we expect on a gradual basis
during the years ahead. (b) Continued wage restraint in the United States,

- especially—as low-wage countries—increasingly become the major competitors in more

and more industries. (c) Continucd efforts to improve productivity will be made;
however, as in recent years, it is likely that some of these improvements will occur
as a result of employment reductions (especially of high-wage Jjobs) unrelated to

improvements in manufacturing efficiency.

These likely adjustments to deteriorating relative U,S. competitiveness will all
hold down real wage growth during the years ahead -- in fact, purchasing power is
already beginning to stagnate. This, coupled with low savings rates, already high
debt burdens, eroding confidence, and other faggors. will limit the growth in
consumer spending on a secular basis. Growth in the demand for durable goods will
be especially sluggish because they are most sensitive to real income and debt
levels, and because changes in interest and sales tax deductibility could limit
spending on big ticket items. Continued weak economic conditions in the rest of the
world, in part because of inadequate fiscal and monetary stimulus, and in part
because of the LDC debt crisis and the decline in OPEC oil revenues, will make it
even more difficult for the United States to improve its trade deficit in the years
ahead, further suggesting that exchange rates and relatively wages will have to

adjust, compounding the effect on U.S. domestic demand.
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2. Buildup in Private Debt: The sharp increase in private indebtedness in
recent years is also limiting economic growth by holding down the growth in consumer
spending and business investment. The debt burden is particularly troublesome
because most of the debt has been used to fund financial transactions and current
consumption, rather than new investment, and since much of it has been financed by
increased leverage, and by borrowing from overseas (which will draw income out of

the U.S. economy in the years ahead).

Cyclical Factors

In addition to the sectoral factors discussed above, cyclical forces are at best

neutral, and in some cases are limiting economic growth.

1. Pent-Up Demand: A strong surge in spending for consumer durables, other

consumer goods and services, and for new homes, since the recovery began has

significantly reduced the pent-up demands which existed earlier.

Despite relatively low inventory/sales ratios, most companics
The uncertain sales

2. Inventories:
are continuing to folilow extremely cautjous inventory policies.

and price outlook, still high carrying costs, as well as the use of more
sophisticated inventory control techniques, is causing business to continue this

approach toward inventory management,

3. Global Economic Sluggishness: Extr nely sluggish growth in most of the rest
of the world, especially Latin America, Japan, some major European countries, the
Middle East and Africa, is limiting the turnaround in U.S. exports despite the

weaker dollar.

4. Government Expenditures: Many state and local governments are restraining
expenditures as a result of budget pressures resulting from cutbacks in Federal

grants in ajid and/or weak economic conditions in their states.

Economic Policy

Unlike other periods of slow growth or recession, economic policy cannot be used
to stimulate the economy -- in fact, if anything, it is holding down economic

growth.
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1. _.Fiscal Policy: The enormous Federal deficits of recent years are holding
down econoinic growth by increasing our reliance ubod foreign capital (which has made
the trade deficits even larger), by holding down investment, and by keeping interest
rates relatively high at a time i. the recovery process when much lower rates are
needed to stimulate stronger géowth. The U.S. is now in fact suffering the worst of
both worlds -- expenditure restraint and modest tax increases designed to reduce
these budget deficits are making short-term fiscal policy somewhat restrictive
(especially since a rising share of tne deficit is a result of higher interest
payments, which have a relatively small multiplier), while at the same time the

deficits are still high enough to prevent a sizable reduction in interest rates.

2. Monetary Policy: The ability to pursue more stimulative, lower interest
rate, policies has been significantly reduced by developments which are largely
beyond the control of the Federal Reserve -- these include the extremely high
federal budget deficits still in place (the decline in the FY 1987 deficit now
occurring significantly overstates the trend rate of improvement); the net debtor
status of the United States which, coupled with historically low saving rates, has
enormously increased reliance on foreign capital; and the weakened competitive
position of the United States in world markets, which is producing a long-term
downward bias to the dollar, and upward bias to inflation. As a result, monetary

is constrained by the potential effects of interest rate changes on the
to an extent

policy
dollar, and on the willingness of foreigners to hold dollar assets,
which has never existed before., Thus, even in a relatively slow growth environment,
it will be extremely difficult for the Federal Reserve to ease dramatically. And,
even if the Fed does ease and brings down rates, the high debt, overcapacity, and
overbuilding environment suggests that the effects on the economy would be very
limited.

By the same token, with the still present risk of a worldwide recession and with
the burden of both internal and external debt at an all-time high (as well as the
still serious LDC debt problem), a dramatic tightening by the Fed also seems out of
the question. These conflicting factors have not only neutralized Federal Reserve
policy but have essentially made the Fed a follower -- almost without exception, the

Federal Reserve has been forced to follow the markets in recent years, rather than

initiating major changes in poliecy. 1 expect this pattern to continue for the
immediate future -- as a result, | expect no significant policy changes by the Fed,
and no major changes in interest rates unless the dollar starts to decline sharply

again (which could push rates higher), or the U.S. economy slides into recession,




NEAR-TERM OUTLOOK

The combination of tha factors discussed above suggest that slow economic growth
is likely to continue not only during the remainder of this year, but for the
foreseeable future -- in my judgment, an average of 2% to 2.5% growth in real GNP is
the best we can hope for as we look forward. As discussed earlier, this reflects:
(a) The improvement in the trade deficit wil) be gradual at best, and will be
brought about by adjustments which will further constrain domestic demand. (b) The
high debt levels both here and abroad, and worldwide overéapacity and cautious
economic policies, are constraining worldwide demand. (c) The economy will not
benefit from increased fiscal and monetary stimulus -- if anything, LQe opposite is

the case.

Thus, in effect, the economy will receive a modest boost from$the slow turn in
trade, but the adjustments to bring that about, plus other factors, will hold down
domestic demand to such an extent that overall growth will remain slow.
Furthermore, in my view, the risks are predominantly on the downside, so that a

near-term recession cannot be ruled out. The major risks are:

1. The possibility of significant additional increases in interest rates if the
dollar were to fall further, which would: (a) further reduce the prospects for
residential construction; (b) potentially create turmoil in fipancial markets,
thereby causing a collapse in household confidence; and (e¢) increase the cost of new
investment (thus offsetting some of the increase in busines$ investment that is
likely to take place in 1988 as a result of rising corporate profits).

2. The possibility of a retrenchment in household spending in view of the
relatively weak financial condition of many households.

3. The possibility of continued stagnation, or worse, in the rest of the world
economy, especially fn view of the relatively conservative fiscal and monetary
policies in many other industrialized countries, Weaker than expected growth
overseas would add to the recession risks in the United States by further limiting
the turnaround in exports, even with the decline in the U.S. dollar.

INFLATION
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As reflected in higher long-term interest rates and sharply rising commodity
prices, }nflatlonary expectations appeared to intensify earlier this year --
relatively large increases in both the producer and consumer price increases in
earlier months also fueled these concerns. In my view, however, while inflation
will clearly be higher than it was during 1986 due to the absence of additional
declines in food and energy prices, coupled with the #ffect of the lower dollar on
prices of imported and domestically competing goods, a major acceleration is
extremely unlikely, as reflected by the following: (a) Considerable slack still
remains in labor markets and in production capacity in most geographic areas and
industries. Furthermore, with both the United States and world economies growing so
slowly, it is unlikely that the current slack will be significantly reduced in the
immediate future. (b) Despite the runup in commodity prices, the underlying demand-
supply balance for most agricultural and industrial commodities has not changed
significantly -- oversupply conditions still remain. (e) As a result of reiatively
weak demand for oil, coupled with some cheating by OPEC members, the recent runup in
the price of crude oil is not likely to continue -- thus, oil prices are likely to
be relatively stable for the immediate future, after being a major factor in the
relatively large increases in the major price indexes in the earlier months of this
year. (d) Wage restraint remains the order of the day, especially in those
industries that are competing increasingly against relatively low-wage competitors
in the Pacific Basin, Latin America and elsewhere. Furthermore, the automatic
COLA's in many union contracts have been dramatically cuy-pack during the last
several years. Finally, profit margins are so low in most indusb;;es that
rebuilding those margins appears to be the first priority of those companies before

they will consider significant increases in wages. As a result, it is unlikely that

wage increases will accelerate to such an extent as to trigger a wage-price spiral,
as frequently occurs when an outside factor causes inflation to accelerate.

— g

As a result, I expect inflation to acfually moderate during the rest of the
year, but that it should remain in the 4% to U4.5% range as measured by the CPI for
the next several years. While this is substantially above the artificially held
down rate during the last couple of years, it nonetheless should not ‘recipitate a

policy response which could result in weaker growth.

FEDERAL BUDGET OUTLOOK
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There seems to be a major disagreement currently regarding the causes of current
enormous budget deficits, and the outlook for the deficit. 1 belleve the enormous
budget deficits of recent years were caused primarily by the combination of the
military buildup and the tax cuts enacted in 1981. Projections of a balanced budget
by 1984 were highly unrealistic from the start because of the very optimistic
economic assumptions, and large unspecified spending cuts, they were based on. The
federal deficit has continued to rise in recent years, despite new spending cuts,
partly because of the enormous growth in interest payments (reflecting insufficient
deficit reduction in prior years). In effect, the Congress has adopted spending
cuts, only to find that future deficits were higher than expected because the
economy did not perform as favorably as assumed, and because of the "snowball"

effect of rising interest expense.

In my Jjudgment, large budget deficits cannot be blamed on the budget process
itself. The fundamental problem has been the inability or unwillingness of
policymakers to accept the dimension and seriousness of the problem, leading to the
use of unrealistic assumptions rather than real actions to reduce projected

deficits.

Although the FY 1987 Federal budget deficit will be less than previously
expected (about $170 billion), the outlook for FY 1988 and beyond has worsened
somewhat as a result of higher interest rates, slow eccuomicv growth, expected
revenue declines from tax reform, and tne impact of higher inflation on spending for
indexed programs. This year's deficit is lower than expected because of the surge
in capital tax revenues reflecting the change in the tax laws -- some of_this is
being borrowed from future years. Thus, unless the budget deadlock is overcome,
there is a strong chance that the federal deficit in FY 1988 will exceed the FY 1987

deficit.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

As indicated earlier, additional actions will be needed to bring future deficits
dowh., However, an approach that will enable us to bring them down in an orderly
manner, while at the same time addressing our competitive problem and others, must
be put in place. As will be seen below, this will involve a comprehensive re-

evaluation of our current budget and other national priorities.
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In general terms, I suggest the following approach:

1. Realistic budget targets should be adopted, based on the following
guidelines: (a) They can realistically be met. (b) They will not create a short-
term risk to the economy (such as strict adherence to the current GRH targets

(c) They are consistent with the intermediate target of stabilizing the
(d) They should be based

would).
federal debt/GNP ratio by the end of the decade (or 1991).

on realistic economic conditions (average real GNP growth of approximately 2.5% to
3% per year would be my recommendation), since the risks associated with the use of
faster growth, by further delaying real action, are too great to bear. As mentioned
earlier, a reasonable target under these criteria would be to reduce the deficit by
1990-91 to approximately $100 billion. It is important to note that the actual
deficit might be somewhat higher or lower if the economy is much weaker or stronger
than assumed -- no offsetting actions need be taken if that were to occur.

2. It should be agreed by the Administration and the Congress that all
projections of future deficits must be based not only on realistic economic
sale of assets, deliberate

assumptions, but must avoid accounting gimmicks,
Realistic estimates of future

underestimates of the costs of various programs, etc.
federal expenditures must then be developed consistent with predetermined national
I believe these priorities should include continuing to provide for

priorities.
improving our competitiveness, maintaining a safety

appropriate national security,
net for those who need, etc.

. 3. The Administration and the Congress should jointly determine the appropriate
level of military spending that is absolutely requ{red for national security in the
years ahead. For this purpose, it should be recognized that we no longer have the
competitive advantages in world markets to continue to essentially fund the security
of the entire free world. The 6% to 7% of GNP that we plow into national defense is
not available for capital formation, for research and development, for education,
etc. as it is in many other countries. Thus, a realistic military program which
provides for sufficient national security without further jeopardizing our

competitiveness needs to be established.

4. Our approach to entitlement programs must be re-evaluated. In my judgment,

strong consideration should be given to converting many of these programs to means-

tested programs. In particular, {t should be evident that, in view of our other

needs, we cannot continue to spend such a large fraction of our resources on the
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aged, while we neglect education and other programs geared toward the young (which
will more strongly effect future economic performance). In my view, the only way to
provide for a safety net for the disadvantaged and for the elderly that need
support, while at the same time addressing our other problems, is to maintain
current benefit levels for those who really need them but cut them for those who do
not. Changes should be made in these programs in accordance with this principle,
and future expenditures should be estimated on that basis,

5. It is important that a comprehensive study be made of our competitive
problems, and judgments be developed as to what types of programs can be most
effective in rebuilding our worldwide productivity advantages and thus in improving
our long-term competitiveness. These might be in the areas of education, research
and development, retraining, ete. Adequate funding at the federal level must then

be factored into future budget projections.

6. It must then be recognized by the Administration and the Congress that the
difference between the deficit target derived from step one, and the expenditure
numbers that would be derived from steps three through five, must be made up by
revenue' increases. In my judgment, there is virtually no way that at least some
modest tax increases can be avoided in the years ahead if we are serious about
reaching even the modest deficit reduction that I am proposing, while at the same
time maintaining a compassionate government, achieving our national priorities and
building a stronger economy in the years ahead. In this connection, I strongly urge
that any future tax increases be designed in such a way that they do not further
shift the tax burden away from upper income groups as in recent years.

In my judgment, it is imperative that the Administration and the Congress work
together (a budget summit, if you will) to Jointly agree on priorities, on
appropriate funding levels, etc. This will require much greater flexibility by the
Administration with regard to both defense and taxes than in recent years. A joint
approach will also speed up the process by avoiding the current system, whereby the
Administration first formulates a budget, which is then essentially dead on arrival,
and then the Congress spends many months responding.

THE BUDGET PROCESS

As 1 mentioned earlier, the current deficit problem is one of arithmetic,
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stubbornness, the use of wunrealistic assumptions, differing priorities and
philosophies, etc. rather than the budget process itself. As a result, I believe
that none of the often suggested modifications to the budget process will be
themselves help much in resoclving the current problem. Furthermore, many have been
offered as a “"smoke screen" to divert attention from, or shift the blame for, the
deficit itself. Thus, I would suggest putting budget reform on the back burner
until we address the real problem in order to avoid shifting attention away from
it. Once federal budget deficits are reduced to acceptable budget levels, it would
then be appropriate to find ways to improve the budget process in order to make
budget policy a more effective policy tool on a long-term basis.

GRAMM-RUDMAN-HOLLINGS

These problems with the GRH legislation have by now been discussed many times -
in brief, they include the following:

1. The GRH deficit targets are extremely unrealistic in view of the current
starting point. In particular, any realistic effort to achieve the $108 billion
target for FY 1988 is almost certain to produce a sizable recession in the U.S.
economy. furthermore, the targats are too optimistic for the next several years as
well -- it {is not necessary to achieve a balanced budget by 1991, A more
appropriate goal would be to stabilize the federal debt/GNP ratio, after the sharp
increases in the ratio in recent years -- this would come about if the deficit is
reduced to approximately $100 billion by 1991, The need to stabilize the federal
debt/GNP ratio primarily reflects the fact that a stable ratio will also stabilize
future interest payments (relative to GNP) at stable interest rates, and thus stop
the upward spiral that could further widen future budget deficits if the ratio
continues to rise. While I believe that the budget deficit should be reduced even
further on a longer term basis, the above should be the intermediate objective.

2. GRH targets take no account of underlying economic conditions -- thus, even
further budget cuts would be necessary to meet those targets if the economy were to
weaken, despite the fact that such cuts would weaken the economy further. Thus, GRH
eliminates the budget as an automatic stabilizer.

3. Under GRH, the entire burden of automatic sequestration would fall on only a
relatively small part of the budget, and revenues are completely off the table.

4. GRH does not discriminate between good programs and bad programs. Mindless
adherence to targets is probably already causing some cutbacks in programs that are
well run and effective, and in the process, creating unnecessary hardships.

5. As important as cutting the federal deficit is, it is not the only national
priority. In particular, unless we address some of our other key economic problems,
the outlook is for continued modest economic growth during the next several years.
GRH diverts attention from these and may actually be preventing adequate funding for
those programs which are important for our future.

Thus, in my judgment, GRH should be scrapped.
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Senator SARBANES. Thank you.
Mr. Blinder, please proceed.

STATEMENT OF ALAN BLINDER, PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS,
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Mr. BLINDER. Let us start with a couple of apologies—first for not
having a prepared statement. As I think you know, your staff
tracked me down while I was out of the country; and I was invited
at rather short notice and did the best I could.

Second, I'd like to apoligize for not having anything very star-
tling to say.

On the other side, I think I will paint a bit more optimistic pic-
ture than what you just heard, and that might leaven the morn-
ing's proceedings a little bit. I'm going to try to stick fairly closely
to the questions you posed in your letter.

As I see it, the outlook for real growth in the economy is much
as it has been in the last couple of years. That is to say, somewhat
sluggish but—importantly—persistent, continuing growth, featur-
ing very little expansion in domestic demand, while getting most of
the growth in this year and probably next from foreign demand.

During the last 6 or 9 months or so, I've been on the optimistic
end of the consensus range of forecasts. Early in the year I was
looking for something like 3 to 3.5 percent growth on a fourth
garter to fourth quarter basis. That put me out there with the

uncil of Economic Advisers, which worried me a little bit. But as
I rethought it, I decided that such a forecast seemed reasonable, so
I would stick with it anyway. I still feel that way.

On a year-over-year basis, by the way, that translates to some-
thing rather lower because of the quarterly pattern, something
closer to 2.5 to 2.7 percent. I don’t know exactly, but something in
that range.

The key point to make—and this is the sense in which I am more
optimistic—is that 3 to 3.5 percent growth, if we can do it, is not
bad at all in the current situation. We have just heard from Com-
missioner Norwood that the unemployment rate is down to about
6.1 percent. That’s the lowest it’s been in a long time. According to
some economists, that’s pretty close to the full employment level of
unemployment. I don't think that’s right; I think we could push a
bit lower. But we are certainly getting into the vicinity where—in
an economy with the labor force growing at something around 2

rcent, productivity doing less than 1 percent, making the rate of
increase of potential output something less than 3 percent—if we
can keep output growth at 3 percent or above, we can continue to
make small but steady inroads in unemployment, as we have been
doing during 1987 and the end of 1986. And I think, in that respect,
things look a little better than they did a year or two ago.

“On inflation, when I looked at the outlook at the beginning of
the year, inflation looked rather tame to me, but bound to acceler-
ate from the abnormally low levels achieved in 1986, for many of
the reasons that Larry Chimerine just mentioned.

't did, of course, accelerate. And, as I look at it now, in July
1987, it still looks tame to me. I refer of course to baseline or un-
derlying inflation. There are some transitory inflationary impulses
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still to come from increases in import prices due to the falling
dollar, maybe even some more from energy, I don’t know. But the
fundamentals for inflation are very good.

Wage increases are very moderate. There’s slack in the U.S.
economy and, importantly, there’s even more slack in the rest of
the world economy. There are gigantic amounts of slack around the
world and many of the prices that go into our indices are for world-
trade products. A large increase in inflation is just not in the cards.

One thing I wonder about is whether the inflation panic that
Larry Chimerine alluded to a moment ago is over. I don’t know.
I've never been able to predict when panics would come and go. It
was clear that there would be some panic over the acceleration of
inflation sometime this year. I hope that it’s over; but if there is
any more of it I think we ought to ignore it. \

t me now talk a little more specifically. You asked about
changes in the outlook since January. I listed five such changes on
the outline that I've handed out.

First of all, interest rates have mostly been rising since March
and I think rising to a surprising extent. I won’t say there’s no
forecaster who predicted that, but I think by and large forecasters
were caught offguard by the rising interest rates. I certainly was.

The key question to be asked here is, have we seen a rise in real
interest rates or a rise in inflationary expectations?

In the case of short-term interest rates, I think it makes sense

for inflationary expectations to have risen because the short-term
{'ac{;ors do affect the 3-month or 6-month or l-year inflation out-
ook.
The best indices of real interest rates that I know about—and
I'm going to come back to this point in a minute—come from Rich-
ard Hoey, an economist with Drexel, Burnham, Lambert, who con-
ducts a survey of decisionmakers, people who deal in financial mar-
kets for a living, and asked them what they think is going to
happen. That survey shows the l-year inflationary expectation
rising about 0.7 of 1 percentage point between March and May.
And that's the period in which the interest rates rose.

Now if that’s so, then the real short-term interest rate didn’t
rise, and what we saw was a transitory increase in inflationary ex-
pectations, which is therefore less worrisome.

For long-term interest rates, however, the same survey data
show no rise in inflationary expectations at all. By long term here,
I mean 10 years; there was no rise in the long term, estimated 10-
year inflation rate between March and May. And that means that
whatever increase in long-term interest rates we saw between
March and May—and we saw something like 150 basis points—was
an increase in the real interest rate. And that’s a substantial in-
crease as historical real interest rates go, which is clearly a nega-
tive for investment spending in the United States, both housing
and business investment. L

If I may be permitted a brief interjection, this confusion in look-
ing at interest rate behavior and trying to divine what they mean
goads me into making the a ent yet once more for the Govern- ’
ment to issue indexed bonds. If the Government had indexed
debt—and Lord knows we have enough debt out there that we
could have both indexed and non-indexed with no problem at all—
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if the Government had indexed bonds which were freely traded in
the market, we could read the real interest rate directly out of the
financial markets—both at the long end of the yield curve and at
the short end. And we wouldn’t have to guess any more about
whether, when interest rates went up, it was a real interest rate
increase, which is worrisome in this context, or a movement in in-
flationary expectations which is not an increase in real interest
rate?ikl’l be happy to come back to that in the question period, if
you like.

The second thing on my list of changes since the beginning of the
year is that fixed investment has been extremely weak in the first
quarter, both business investment and residential investment. The
rising interest rates that I just mentioned no doubt had something
to do with that, especially in the case of housing, where mortgage
interest rates rose by a rather surprising amount.

Some of this I think, however, is due to tax reform pulling some
of the investment into the last quarter of 1986 and therefore show-
ing us a sort of transitory and somewhat illusory slump in the first
quarter of 1987. That is, the first quarter of 1987 looked bad be-
cause the last quarter of 1986 was so strong.

Hopefully, most of this slump in investment is transitory. If I'm
wrong about that, then one has to write down the forecast in a
more imistic direction. If the first quarter is indicative of what
we will see in the next three quarters of 1987, it's going to be a
catastrophic year for investment. But I doubt that that’s so.

The third change since the beg'nning of the year is that net ex-

rts have done extremely well. Economists, as you well know,

ave been announcing the coming improvement of the trade bal-
ance for some time now. And those of us who have been doing this
are just delighted to see it finally happening, not only because we
look better, but, more importantly;-because it's much better for the
economy.

Between the third quarter and the fourth quarter of 1986, real
net Z?orts—-that’s net exports minus imports in 1982 dollars—im-
proved. Specifically, the negative number got less negative by
about $15 billion. And between the fourth quarter and the first
quarter, the improvement was about $14 billion. And so far as we
can tell by the noises now cominiout of the manufacturing sector
in the monthly data, and so forth, this improvement seems to be
continuing. And that’s an extremely positive sign. And, I might
add‘;vtigs the main reason for my rather optimistic forecast of real
growth.

However, and this is the fourth thing on my list of changes since
the beginning of the year, the exchange value of the dollar stopped
falling about May. You can date it different ways depending on
what you look at, but something happened in that kind of time-
frame. I believe, as do many people, that this was policy induced.
That is to say, it was not the free market deciding that that’s as far
as the dollar should fall, but policymakers—not only in the United
States, maybe I should say not especially in the United States—de-
ciding to do what they could to arrest the dollar’s fall. And I think
that was a mistake.

I think it was a mistake because I believe that the current ex-
change rate on the dollar is probably not low enough to" create a
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trade surplus. And we must realize that, because of the foreign
debt that we have accumulated in the interim in running these gi-

- gantic trade deficits, and are looking at a foreign debt in the neigh-

borhood of a trillion dollars probably by the year 1990 or 1991 or
1992. You can split hairs about a few hundred billion—like $800
billion—but it’s going to be some enormous amount of money. We
are going to have to pay interest on that, just as the Brazilians and
the Mexicans do now—well, ljust as they are supposed to do on
their debts. I presume we will pay; and to do that we will have to
run a trade surplus, just like those Latin American countries have

to.

That means it's not enough to get back to the trade position we
were in in 1980-81, where we had roughly balanced trade. We have
to do better than that. It’s hard for me, and for many other econo-
mists to believe that the current exchange rate will do that for us,

And I'd like to-add, in that regard, that if it's correct that the
dollar must fall more—which is not a completely uncontroversial
statement, but one which I believe is true—that if it's correct, then
it's surg!g better to have the fall come more quickly than more
slowly. There are lots of reasons for sayin%ltha,t.

One is that the foreign debt overhang that we will wind up with

~ at the end of this painful adjustment period will be smaller if we

rectify the trade situation faster rather than more slowly. And a
lower dollar will help do that.

The second has to do with interest rates. If foreign investors
have the perception that the U.S. dollar will stay on a gradual
downward track for a long period of time, they are going to char%e
us higher interest rates. On the other hand, if the dollar would
suddenly drop to a rate that was perceived in the financial markets
as an equilibrium rate—that is, a rate from which there was no ne-
cessity for the dollar to fall further—our interest rates could be as
low as the interest rates in Germany and Japan. And that could
haern quickly, if we got the dollar down quickly.

nd third, a point I want to come back to in about 3 minutes, a
lower dollar will put pressure on our allies, especially the Germans
and to some extent the Japanese, to expand their economies—
which would help not only our export markets but more important-
ly, the whole world’s aggregate demand. I will come back to that
point in the context of monetary policy shortly.

The fifth change since the beginning of the year that I think, one
I just want to mention, is that OPEC has probably held together a
little bit better than a lot of people thought they would in January.
And that's another negative for U.S. growth and for inflation,
though not a big one.

Well, when I add up all of those five changes, it comes to me to
be a small negative on the GNP growth forecast from January to
July. But the word I want to emphasize is “small.” I think it
amounts to shaving a few tenths of a ggrcentage point off what a
reasonable forecast might have been. if I were looking for 3.2
;l{ercent in January, I'm looking for 3.0 now, something like that.

his adjustment is not very large.

You asked in your letter about risks on the upside and on the
downside. Let me take the upside risks first because, like Larry
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Chimerine, I think those are less important, and conclude on the

downside risks.
" 'The main upside risk is that net exports could do much better -

than the consensus forecast now thinks; and I think that’s a real
possibility. For example, if we continue to have $14 or $15 billion
quarterly improvements in net exports over four consecutive quar-
ters in 1987, the U.S. GNP is going to do a lot better than people
are now saying.

markets, the higher operating rates in U.S. manufacturing are
going to be a stimulus to business fixed investment; and that will
also do better than the consensus forecast is now saying.

If all of that works out nicely, we could easily get a year of GNP
growth exceeding 4 percent. Now I want to stress that that's the
upside risk. I don’t believe that will happen, but it is a possibility.

at's the optimistic possibility.

Now let me turn to the pessimistic possibility. The first is, of
course, the flipside of the optimistic scenario.

Investment could, as I mentioned a few minutes ago, continue to
be extremely weak, as it was in the first quarter of 1987. For busi-
ness fixed investment, I believe that good growth in sales, especial-
ly in manufacturin%, and increased capacity utilization will bolster
investment; so it will not behave as badly in the remainder of 1987
as it did in the first quarter. But, of course, high interest rates or—
perish the thought—even higher interest rates than we have now
wouldn’t help that one bit.

In the case of housing, I think there’s at least a reason to think,
or maybe I should say ho;lxa, that the worst is over. Housing has
been battered ?{ the very large rise in mortgage interest rates we
had this year. Hopefully, we have seen the worst of it, but we can’t
be sure and, in general, the housing market is in a precarious situ-
ation—which is yet another reason why we don't want to see an-
other 50 or 100 point runup in lggg—term interest rates. I think
that would be a very bad thing indeed.

The second thing on the downside is that foreign demand for our
exports could weaken and turn out to be worse than we now think.
It could also turn out to be better, which would be wonderful. We
want to remember that the rest of the world is not in very good
shape. Latin America is in a terrible depression, at the level of the
1930’s basically. Europe is in a semidepression, which is only a
little bit better than the 1930’s. Even the Japanese economy is not
doing well lately.

If demand in the rest of the world sags, it could easily, although
I think temporarily, wipe out the gerojected gains in net exports for
the United States that ought to be our due because of the lower
dollar. That is to say, in the long term, the cheapening of U.S.
goods is going to dominate the picture and our exports will im-
prove. In the short term, however, a cyclical downturn in the rest
of the world could overwhelm that and we could actually see our
trade picture deteriorate in this worst case scenario despite the
falling dollar.

In this regard; we would do well to remember that for the last
several years it's been the growing deficit in American foreign
trade that has basically prop up the rest of the world. Europe
has had a depression. It would have been a worse depression if it

Furthermore, if we can gain that much in export —
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weren’t for Americans buying their goods. That’s not happening
any more. The trade is now swinging in our direction. We are now

- relying on- Europeans and Latin Americans, who unfortunately

don’t have any income to buy our goods. That means we are rely-
ing on something that mag not be very reliable. We'’re relying on a
boost from foreign demand. :

I now want to come back to the point I made about the dollar
depreciation. In terms of policy I believe that the best way to spur
the Germans—and when I talk about the Germans, I mean the
whole EMS, for the German Bundesbank will basically carry the -
whole EMS area with it—and perhaps also the Japanese into a
more expansionary aggregate demand policy is to have the dollar

fall more.

The Germans are already suffering severe competitive problems
due to cheap American goods. If the dollar falls another 10 or 20
percent relative to the mark, it's going to be devastating to
German manufacturers. And I think that, rather than concern
with what's going on in the United States, is what might goad the
Bundesbank to expand the German economy to save the skins of
their manufacturing industries.

Now I come to my last and perhaps most serious downside risk,

and this has to do with the possibility—and I'm afraid it may even

be the probability—that the new Chairman of the Federal Reserve
System, Alan Greenspan, will have to prove himself, prove that
he's a tough guy to Wall Street and to the foreign exchange mar-
kets, by tai.m g a tight stance on monetary policy.

Now I don’t know that that’s going to be the case. As I say, I list
this under downside risks. But something like that happening is es-
pecially likely if any of the following three things happen.

First, the inflation panic that we had a month or two ago comes
back and people start saying ridiculous things about a return to 6
or T percent inflation.

Second, if the dollar begins to weaken again and the Fed takes
strong monetary actions to defend it, which means pushing up do-
mestic interest rates. -

Third, and this is of course most germane to the committee’s pur-
view, if Congress and the President cannot get together on an
agreement to keep the deficit going down. I don’t mean meeting
the Gramm-Rudman target of $108 billion for fiscal 1988, but keep-
ing the deficit on a downward track, not backsliding into an uptick
in fiscal 1988.

So that’s my final policy recommendation. I think it’s very im-
portant that we keep this deficit on a downward track, not meeting
the path prescribed in the Gramm-Rudman Act in 1985, but some-
thing like the $30 to $35 billion deficit reduction the Members of
Con, on both sides of the aisle seem to be talking about recent-
ly. There’s been a lot of talk about that. There’s been an agreement
on a budget that the President may not accept. So I don’t know if
this is actually going to happen. I think it would be hi%hl desira-
ble if it does happen, with the final proviso that the ed)('eral Re-
serve step in to replace the aggregate demand that is taken out by
the contractionary fiscal policy.

And I think I'll stop there.
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Senator SARBANES. Well, thank you very much. I thank both of
you for some very helpful testimony.

Let me pick up on your last point, Professor Blinder. What would
happen to the economy if in fact a fiscai policy were put into place
that met the Gramm-Rudman targets?

Mr. BLINDER. Well, I think that would be extremely contraction-
ary. To meet the Gramm-Rudman target for 1988, we would need a
$70 or $80 billion swing in the budget deficit. That’s on the order of
2 percent of GNP. Even if you don’t believe in any multiplier at
all, that’s still a reduction of 2 percent, and probably a little more,
in total demand. And I think that’s a formula—unless the Fed
steisﬂin vigorously, more vigorously than I imagine they would, -
with expansionary monetary policy—that’s a formula for a reces-

sion, I think.
Senator SARBANES. And if we had a recession, what would that

do to the deficit?

Mr. BLiNDER. The deficit would wind up substantially above the
$108 billion that Congress thought they were creating by enacting
this budget. - :

Senator SARBANES. So if you overdid it by trying to reach this
goal of reducing the deficit, you would have the contradictory effect
gg lprecipit:at:in the economy into a downturn, thereby raising the

1

cit rather t lowering it?
Mr. BLINDER. Yes. I don’t think you would wind up raising it rel-

atively to what it would have been without the tight fiscal policy,

but certainly raising it a lot relative to whatever number would be
in the budget resolution, like $108 billion.

A rough rule of thumb for the current size of the economy, I
think, is that every extra point of unemployment is about $30 bil-
lion of greater deficit. So if we boost the unemployment rate in a
recession 1.5 or 2 points, you're talking about tacking $45 to $60

~ billion, something lll)lge that, on to the deficit due to cyclical factors.

Senator SARBANES. Did you want to add anything?

Mr. CHIMERINE. I agree strongly, Mr. Chairman. If you were to
cut spending and raise taxes by $70 billion, let’s say, not only
would we have a recession, but you would lose back about half of
that in terms of the effect on the deficit. So that if you try to get to
$108 billion by a package of $70 billion of spending cuts and tax
increases, you would still wind up with a deficit of about $140 bil-
lion, plus we would have a recession.

Senator SARBANES. Where is the breaking point for this scenario
that you outline? That is, you have a restrictive fiscal policy to try
to reduce the deficit but the deficit is still so large—particularly if
you accept Professor Blinder’s notion that Alan Greenspan has to
prove himself as the new tough kid on the block—that you also get
a restrictive monetary policy, and then both are working to con-
tract the economy and, therefore, precipitate a downturn?

Mr. CHIMERINE. Mr. Chairman, nobody can answer that precise-
li. I would say you ou%lgi,to target pretty much along the lines
that Alan Blinder described earlier, something like a $25 or $30 bil-
lion reduction on a year-to-year basis in the deficit, after adjusting
for the state of the economy.

I think there are two benefits to that. First, we would be on the
right path toward reducing deficits on a long-term basis. Second, it
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would give the Fed one less reason to pursue tighter monetary
licy. I hope Alan Greenspan is not going to tighten just to prove
imself or, quite frankly, for any other reason right now because I
don’t see any good reason to do so.
But if there's clear evidence that we have put deficits on a down-
ward track without using optimistic assumptions, or accounting
gimmicks, or all the other ways we've done it so far, inflationary
exrectations should be reduced, and our need for foreign capital
will be lessened. As a resuit, the Fed should be much more willing
to pursue a more accommodative, less tight policy.
nator SARBANES. I wanted to ask a question on the savings
rate. It's always pointed out that we have a very low savings rate
in this country compared with other countries, particularly Japan,
but others are cited as well.

First of all, when that comparison is made, are we talking apples
and a{)ples? Are the savings rates that are being talked about com-
parable when those figures are used? .

Mr. BLINDER. I think the answer is that the national statistics

that we use do measure things somewhat differently than the na-
tional statistics of some other countries. But there have been stud-
ies putting the data of different countries on a comparable basis—
on an OECD basis, on a United Nations basis—and these still show
that the United States is way at the bottom on the list of savers.

Senator SARBANES. What are the reasons for that?

Mr. BLINDER. Well, I wish I could answer that. There’s a consid-
erable controversy and a lot of economic research about that.

One reason that’s sometimes cited is a sort of catchup behavior.
We are, or have been until very recently—I think still are, the
richest nation on Earth. If you imagine people saving for a target
wealth-income ratio, the people that are already wealthy have to
save less than the people who are not wealthy. According to that
hypothesis, part of the difference between Japanese rates and our
rates is that they are sort of catching up to us in wealth accumula-
tion; and there may be some truth to that.

A very speculative hypothesis—I just don’t have any idea how
much truth there is to this—is that the way we have been up until
now allowing deductibility of all kinds of consumer interest has
been an encouragement for the consumer to borrow rather than to
accumulate the assets first.

But I think the basic fact is that Americans like to buy things.
The U.S. savings rate has been extremely low—not as low as it is
now, we're kind of abnormally low right now—but if you look at
100 or 130 years of U.S. history, we've had low savings at the per-
sonal level for a very long time. That just may be the way Ameri-
cans are.

Senator SARBANES. Well, now let me just pursue this and I'll
come to you in a moment. -

Mr. CHIMERINE. Sure.

Senator SARBANES. Are there special factors that you can identi-
fy for the abnormally low savings rate that we are experiencing, as
compared to the general trend where our rate is lower than others?

Mr. BLINDER. There’s at least one. I don’t think it will be a full
explanation, but it certainly will push you in the right direction
and probably get you at least halfway there. I refer to the very
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large increases in wealth that have come to individual stock and
bond holders over the last year and a half or longer due to the rise
of both the stock and bond markets. This is a very large amount of
money; and to the extent that people accumulate wealth by capital
gains, they have less of a need to accumulate wealth by abstention
from consumption. -

Or looking at it the other way, when people get richer in their
wealth account, they spend more on goods, given their unchanged
income. We've already heard that real wages haven’t been doing
anything for a long time. So measured saving goes down. I think
that’s been an important factor; but I wouldn’t imagine that it’s
100 percent of the story.

Senator SARBANES. Is the distribution of income a significant
factor in relationship to how we save? For instance, a country’s
income may be distributed in essentially a two-class way—very

- much at the top to the wealthy who then have so much money that

they don’t have to worry about saving, and then very much down
at the bottom where you can’t save because you have to spend
every penny you're getting in order to just maintain some reasona-
ble standard of living. Does that have a significant effect on the
savings rate as compared to a distribution in which there’s a much
larger middle class that’s above the level where they have to spend
every penny to have a reasonable standard of living, and yet below
the level where they have so much money that they’re not given to
saving?

Mr. BLiNDER. That'’s a very reasonable hypothesis on its face, and
has often been assumed by many people. Unfortunately, the statis-
tical evidence is admittedly weak for the simple reason that the

- distribution of income in one country, say the United States, just

doesn’t change that much over time, so you can’t get much statisti-
cal evidence about what a change in the distribution would do to

—savings. But within the limits of our ability to answer that question

by statistical research, it doesn’t look like there’s much of an effect
of the distribution of income on total savings in the economy.
Poor people can do a surprising amount of “saving” by paying

back debts. We don’t think of that as savings because it’s not

wealth accumulation but actually, it is. It's negative wealth decu-
mulation. So the rich people save in conventional ways, while poor
people do some saving in these other ways—more than we might
suppose.

The administration, I'll remind you, used this argument in 1981
to argue that because—and they were very frank about this—be-
cause the thrust of the Reaganomic tax cuts was to disequalize the
income distribution, more would be saved. The fact of the matter
is, we now know, that personal savings fell after these tax cuts.

Now I would not push the view that the causation went the
other way, that by disequalizing the distribution of income we got
less savings. I only offer that as evidence to the eyeball that there
mg)é not be as much in this commonsense view as it would appear.

nator SARBANES. Mr. Chimerine.

Mr. CHIMERINE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Let me try to very briefly summarize my observations on the

questions you raised.

g e
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First, I agree completely that even if you aﬁust the statistical
measures, the saving rate in the United States has been tradition-
ally lower than it is in most other countries. _

gecond, at the personal level it has gone down significantly in
recent years. Some of that I think is the result of changes in the
economy. For example, we know that the marginal propensity to
spend from interest income and from farm income are quite low,
and in recent years, as you know, those two sources of income have
shrunk compared to what they were earlier.

I think another factor in the recent decline in the saving rate is

the increase in import penetration. Spending for imported goods

has increased, which shows up on the spending side, but the
income that’s being generated from that is in Japan and Korea and
Taiwan, not in the United States. So, in a period of high import
penetration, the savings rate should recline.

What strikes me, though, is what Alan Blinder menticned, Mr.
Chairman. Ours is a spending-oriented society and I think that the
major factor that’s holding down the savings rate now is that more
and more families are unwilling to cut their living standards even
though their income is being squeezed. They are trying to either
maintain, or continue to grow, those living standards. This is the
natural American way.

I am particularly concerned abotuit the current debate in the Con-
gress about consumption taxes because the argument is being made
that we need to stimulate savings by raising excise taxes or other
consumption taxes. However, in recent years, we enacted IRA’s,
we’ve had the highest real interest rates in our history, we've re-
duced marginal tax cuts—we've done everything from a policy
standpoint that we could to increase savings, while at the same
time there has been a shift in the distribution of income toward
the upper end, which in theory should raise the average saving
rate, yet the personal saving rate has fallen.

I think we're in a situation now where many people are not
saving more because they can’t, and I think we are going to be
very disappointed by the impact on savings if we enact a broad-
based consumption tax, or value-added tax. It will not stimulate a
significant amount of additional savings. We've done a lot already
in that direction and it hasn’t worked.

Second, we have already changed the tax structure, in my judg-

ment, in a way that’s made it much less progressive. And imple-
menting more of these consumption taxes can—it doesn’t have to—
aggravate that problem, and I don’t think that's what we want to
do in the current situation.

So I'm personally very leery of the argument that we ought to be
rushing to raise excise taxes and enact a value-added tax or a con-
sumption tax, when the justification being used is that we need
mb%re savings in this country, and that this is the way to bring that
about.

Senator SARRANES. All right. Let me just touch quickly on one
final point and then I'll yield to Senator Melcher.

This is the position we find ourselves in as a consequence of run-
ning extraordinarily large trade deficits over the last few years. We
have deteriorated in literally 5 years time from the world’s largest

e
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creditor nation to the world’s largest debtor nation. It's an incredi-
ble downrun in the American position. -

In the Joint Economic Committee Report, this table is the net
asset position of the United States. This year here [indicatingl
which shows not a bad figure at about $150 billion, is 1981. An
this [indicating] is 1986 and we’re down to minus $250 billion. Of
course, the improvement you're talking about in the annual trade
deficit isn’t that it goes from being minus to plus, it just goes to
being less of a minus. So it’s going to improve from minus $170 to
minus $140 or minus $130.

The fact of the matter is that we are going to add another $12(
to this $250, so this line is going to go down even further. And the
next year, even if we get an improvement to $100, which everyone
would say is a tremendous improvement in the trade deficit, we are
still going to add another. $100.

One of you said—maybe both of (frou said—the prospect is that
the debt is going to be at a trillion dollars before it stabilizes. That
creates pressure to squeeze our standard of living in order to serv-
ice that debt and I'm hard put to see how we're going to climb out
of that box without passing the country through some kind of
wringer. I mean, how is that going to be ible? Is there a scenar-
io that manages to move us out of the debt squeeze without going

through that experience?
Mr. CHIMERINE. Let me take a crack at that. Mr. Chairman. I

"think we both talked about this earlier and, ¢f course, this is the

main reason why I am so pessimisticc. When 1 look back 20 or 30
years ago when we had sustainable stron ﬁTOWth in this country—
in the 1950’s and 1960’s I guess average GNP growth was close to 4
percent a year, and living standards were improving consistently
and at a relatively healthy and strong pace. To a great extent, that
rformance reflected, in my judgment, the downward role we had
in the world economKnat that time, and the advantages we had in
the world economy. And to a great extent, those are now being re-
versed, and they are being reversed in an environment of slufgish
worldwide economic growth which only makes it more difficult for
us to turn our trade deficit around, so it means more of the burden
is going to have to be internally within the United States.
is is the main reason I suggested earlier that we could now be
3 years into what is going to turn out to be a relatively long period
of very, verly slow economic growth, durin%evsvhich living standards
will probably stagnate. I think that’s the best we can get because
we are giving back some of the earlier benefits—what’s happening
in Korea and Taiwan and some of these other countries, to some
extent, is coming out of our hide. .

Second, we've prolonged the problem, or pushed it into the
future, by going so deeply in debt in recent years and, as you sug-
gested, that money is not coming free. We have to pay interest and
dividends on that, and that just further sucks income out of the
system.

Senator SARBANES. The President talks about tax and tax and
spend and spend, but what we've been doing is borrow and borrow
and spend and spend.

Mr. CHIMERINE. Absolutely. And I think the consequences for our
competitiveness are worse. Recent fiscal policies have aggravated
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all of our problems. They made the competitive situation much
worse, but to get back to your question, I think we will muddle
through with slow and erratic growth continuing on a long-term
basis, if we are lucky. But that requires that we do lower the defi-
cit on a gradual basis, and that trade deficit does improve gradual-
ly to offset the weakness in domestic demand, and that there aren’t
any big bankruptcies, and that a solution is worked out on LDC
debt. These are a lot of big “ifs,” and that is why I have said two or
three times that, looking out over the next 38, 4, 5 years, we will
muddle through with slow growth and stagnant living standards.
But it’s not inconceivable with the world economy so out of balance
now that this whole thing can come crumbling down and we could
have a very, very severe recession some time during this next 3, 4,

or 5 years.
Senator SARBANES. Mr. Blinder.

Mr. BLINDER. I agree with your sentiments about the inapprofd:-“ ‘
8

ateness of this policy of sort of sucking in as much of the wor
capital as we can get our hands on, and not only because it's bad
policy for the United States. The reason I say it was bad policy for
the United States is that we did not invest it in productive uses
that would generate the income to pay the interest. We basically
consumed it instead. In a short quip, we borrowed from Japan to
buy Sony products, things that are not going to produce the income
later to pay back the loan with interest.

It was also bad policy for the rest of the world. By rights, a rich
courtlgly like ours should be lending abroad, just as when the
United States was a poor developing country 200 years ago we were
borrowing from abroad and making very good use of the money. So
I think it was both bad ;}),olicy for us and for the world.

To me, the debt overhang doesn’t lead to a doomsday scenario,
but rather a doleful scenario that goes something like this. We

managed to go from balanced trade to a mammoth deficit over a -

course of about 5 years. If we go back to roughly balanced trade
over a b5-year period from 1986 to 1991, or somethiny like that, it’s
going to mean that the rate of growth of domestic consumption or
use of GNP is going to be about 1 percentage point less than that
of GNP. So if GNP growth averages 2.5 percent over that 5-year
period, the rise in domestic consumption or living standards, so to

- speak, will only average 1.5 ﬁercent. The American people are not
ch,

going to like that very much, but it’s- not a cataclysm. Maybe I

" should have emphasized the first part more. The American people

are not going to like that very much.

We've done the opposite in the last 5 years. Our consumption has
grown about 1 percentage point faster than our production, and
now we're just going to have to give that back. So we have the good
stuff, and now we're on the down side of the joy ride.

When we get to the end of this, if it takes about 5 years or there-
abouts, we're going to have the huge accumulated debt that you
were alluding to—$800 billion or a trillion or something like.
That'’s going to mean that the end of the story is that we for a very
long time—and I mean more or less forever, because the debt is so
large—are Foing to have to pay interest to foreigners amounting to
something like 1 to 1.5 percent of GNP. It's exactly as if we're in a
position where, for every dollar that is earned by an American, a
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penny and a half gets taken away and sent abroad instead of going
into anybody’s pocket. That's-going to be the final legacy of the
spending binge that we had between 1981 and 1986; and it's not a
pretty picture. :

Mr. CHIMERINE. Mr. Chairman, could I make one comment. Alan
Blinder is right that consumption growth will be considerably less,
bﬁ' 1 percent or something in that range, than production growth in
the years ahead, virtually by definition.

But the key question 18 at what rates? Is it going to be 1.5 and
2.5, as Alan Blinder is expecting, or is it going to be 0.5 and 1.5, or
minus 0.5 and plus 0.5, or even lower—and given the policies that
are being pursued elsewhere in the world economy, and given the
drag being caused by LDC debt, and given the drag being caused by
our own indebtedness in the United States, it's not inconceivable
that it will be the lower set of numbers rather than the higher set
of numbers. I think that’s the nub of the question you're asking,
and I an concerned about it. I think the risks are more that it
could be 1 and 2 or 0 and 1 rather than 2 and 3. And if it is, that’s
an even worse situation because it implies even declining standards
~ of living and real consumption rather than stagnation. I don’t
. think you can rule that scenario out.

, Senator SARBANES. Senator Melcher.
~ Senator MELCHER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The two of you seem to be agreeing on a broad range of policy
and it's quite a contrast to what you recommend as to President
Reagan’s simplification of the problem by saying that, if we only
had a balanced budget constitutional amendment and a line item
veto, things would begin to shape up better.

While philosophically I can agree with the balanced budget
amendment, I don't kid myself into thinking that it will have any
bearing on what’s happening now, also while realizing that the
amendment—every version I've seen of it—carries with it the
ezcea;ge clauses that allows Congress to respond to whatever the
n are at a particular time. With the line item veto, I can well
imagine, if the President had that authority, he would be usin
that to cut $50 million here in soil conservation in one area an
$88 million somewhere else on clean water or something like that
and plunking $150 million back into Star Wars or shipping it off to
the Contras in Nicaragua.

? I hope you're right, Professor Blinder, that we have about a 3

‘ percent growth this year. If that is an indication of real growth
gllaat would be sustained in 1988, I would feel much more comforta-

e.

At the same token, Mr. Chimerine, I would hope there’s at least

2 to 2.5 percent real growth this year, from the fourth quarter of

last year to the fourth quarter of this year, and that that meant we

could count on some real growth continuing into 1988.

You said you were 1mistic. You said you were 80 pessimistic.
Well, how pessimistic? Some d of pessimism?

Mr. CHIMERINE. Well, I don’t know if I used that word. Put it this
way: I'm less optimistic than Alan Blinder and some others. But
my real worry is that the risks over the next 18 months are largely
on the downside. I see a much larger chance of a significantly
smaller number than I do a much bigger number.
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Senator MELCHER. Are you more bearish than a teddy bear?

Mr. CuiMeERINE. Than what? I missed that.

Senator MELCHER. Are you a bear? Is your viewpoint bearish?

Mr. CHIMERINE. I think I'm realistic. I don’t characterize myself
:ls bearish or bullish, or optimistic or pessimistic. I think I'm a re-

ist.

Senator MELCHER. So you're cautious.

Mr. CHIMERINE. ] think the economy is out of balance. I think
we’ve done some—I have to be careful of the word I use—but we've
done some things that were very ill advised in recent years in
Washington, particularly in 1981. I think we are now paying the
price for that.

In addition, I think that some of the conditions which existed
back in the 1950’s and 1960’s, which coincided with rapid growth in
this country, no longer exist and, in fact, are being reversed to

some extent.
So in that sense, I guess I'm bearish compared to the perform-

ance we used to have in this economy.

Senator MELCHER. Well, I'm a whole lot more bearish than you
are, but it's out of fear. I told somebody I wasn’t just an old black
bear, I was a grizzly bear. I'm really afraid of what’s coming. The
credit card comparison—we really have been :i»ending on a credit
card binge and you have to gay that off eventually.

As to means testing, Mr. Chimerine, you were speaking of means
testing for Medicare and Social Security benefits?

Mr. CuiMERINE. Yes, and quite frankly, Senator, probably some
agricultural programs as well. I think we have to look at the whole
range of entitlement programs where we've made very Jit'!~
progress in recent years in cutting. We can't afford them all ¢y
more.

As I look at what’s happened with budget policy, there have been
some sizable cuts in some of the discretionary social programs, al-
- though not as much as the President asked for. You've also cut de-
fense below what the President asked for. It has almost been a
dollar for dollar tradeoff between those two. The sources of growth
in spending are now the entitlement programs and interest ex-
pense, and we're not going to get interest expense under control
until we cut the deficits. So on the spending side, I think we have
to face up to the entitlements, whether it's increasingly taxing
Social Security benefits or instituting a means test for benefit
levels for Social Security and for other programs as well. We can
debate which vehicle to use, but I think we’re kidding ourselves if
we believe that in the long term we’re going to have responsible
budget policy without addressing those programs.

Senator SARBANES. Would you yield for a minute?

Senator MELCHER. Yes, I yield, Mr. Chairman.

Senator SARBANES. In other words, you're foing to cut the Social
Security benefits to get a contribution toward the deficit?

Mr. CHIMERINE. I'm going to slow the growth.

Senator SARBANES. But that’s a self-sustaining system. The
American people are willing to carry the tax burden necessary to
sustain that level of benefits. The logic of your position is that if
the benefits are too high, if there’s too much in the trust fund,
either the benefits ought to be raised or the taxes ought to be cut.
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You have one area in which the peo;ille are willing to carry the tax
burden to sustain the benefit level. Not only that, they are carry-
ing more than the benefit level because the trust fund is running a

surplus.

Mr. CHIMERINE. Tem raril{.

Senator SARBANES. And will go on running a surplus. When it
seemed to be going into a deficit a few years ago, we were able to
g just benefit levels and tax levels in order to bring it back into

alance.

You have a situation in which you go to the people with a ration-
ale, you create a self-enclosed system, and people are willing to
carry the tax burden to support the benefits. Now you're going to
undermine the rationale for that system. It doesn’t make sense.

Mr. CHIMERINE. Mr. Chairman, I disagree with you. I'm not sug-
gesting we cut benefits across the board. I am suggesting that at
upper income levels, benefits should not remain where they are
currently.

Senator SARBANES. I understand that. But if you're going to run
a surplus in the trust fund, the argument then or the rationale on
which the American people are paying those taxes is either the
benefits should go up or the taxes should be cut.

Mr. CHIMERINE. But the surplus, Mr. Chairman, is temporary. It
will disappear early in the next century when the demOﬁraphics
shift. I can make an equivalent argument about every other pro-
gram in the Federal budget, Mr. Chairman. The point is, we have
to do something about the budget deficit and my own personal view
is we ouiht to make the cuts where they are least painful, regard-
less of whether the pr&;rams are separate or not.

Senator SARBANES. Would you put on a payroll tax to support the
other items in the Federal budget?

. Mr. CHIMERINE. No, because I think the payroll tax is too regres-
sive.
Senator SArRBANES. That's right. But the people are willing to
carry that regressive payroll tax in order to support the retirement
and health benefits embraced within the Social Securily program.
So it seems to me when you have a system that people are pre-
pared to sustain which is not contributing to the deficit—in fact, in
current circumstances, it is helping to offset it—that to undermine
the rationale for the system is just crazy.

Mr. CHIMERINE. I would say, Mr. Chairman, that people will be
more willing to have benefits cut back, or frozen, for upper income
individuals than they would be to pay additional taxes to fund
other programs that we are now spending for. It's a matter of
choice. There are no easy answers at this point and I understand
that. My own personal preference is that there would be less pain
and hardship associated with scaling back benefits at upper income
levels in some of these programs than there would be in some
other areas.

Second, I think we are underfunding programs that are vital to
the future of this country, whether it's education or whether it's
job training or other areas, and——

Senator SARBANES. Well, I won’t quarrel with that. All I'm
saying is I think it's madness to go to the Social Security system to
try to fund the money when the system is running a surplus, not a

’
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deficit, and people are willing to take that tax burden, which is a
regressive tax, in order to sustain the benefits and maintain that

system.

I apologize to my colleague.

Senator MELCHER. You have added to the dialogue and added to
the consideration of the problem. I very much appreciate it, Mr.
Chairman. )

There are three points that seem to be neglected. At least I don’t
hear them discussed by either one of you or for that matter others
who look at our current situation and try to dope out what would
be the best steps for Congress to take.

One of them is in the whole discussion of means testing versus
Social Security and Medicare and what have you, nothing has been
mentioned by either one of you today nor have I seen any proposal
of any nature either from Congress or the administration on this
basic question. Is the cutoff at $39,000 for Social Security and Medi-
care contributions or taxes—is that proper? Should it be raised?
Because obviously it would generate more funds and, as a matter of
fact, the argument can be made, at least among Senators and Con-
gressmen and Congresswomen, that we could afford it.

Mr. BLINDER. I personally think that if we're going to raise more
tax revenue—and I think we are in the next Presidential adminis-
tration, whoever the President is—I can think of a lot worse ways
to raise it than what you just said. I think that would be on the list
of things that deserve serious consideration.

But you have to realize it does get away from the earned-right
principle that Senator Sarbanes was just appealing to. The cutofi of
the taxes is related to the cutoff of the benefits; they are tied by
formula, and one needs to break that formula. But I think one
could make a coherent argument to raise the taxes only on the
upper income, especially for funding what amounts to the means
tested portion of Social Security.

Senator MELCHER. Yes, but that formula does not carry with it
this question of, all right you contribute more so you get more on
two segments of that 7.15 percent contribution, the tax, neither dis-
ability or Medicare. That's a separate item and that's about 2.5
percent of that 7 percent.

Now also, the second point is this. When we’re talking about sav-
ings in the United States as compared to other countries, I look at
this gross tax on earnings up to $39,000 of 7.15 percent as a saving.
Wlﬁv shouldn’t it be? It is not savings?

r. BLINDER. It's Government savings. Everything that comes
into the Government as a tax can be thought of as national savings
biY the Government. If the Government turns around and spends it,
of course, the saving is no longer there. And the major change in
U.S. saving over the last 5 or 6 years has been in Government dis-
saving rather than in personal saving;

Senator MELCHER. Well, it depends upon whether you want to
call the trust fund a savings account or not. I think it’s the same as
a savings. At least in disability it can be drawn out and in that
case at any age. Medicare is going to be there if you survive long
enough, as is the Social Security benefits.

The third point I have is, I think both of you recommend or at
least scope it out as part of the big problem is how you arrive at a
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budget arrangement that isn’t too bad, defense spending, but .
nobody brings up the point, at least among economists—I guess

perhaps because it's a policy decision that Congress has to make—

that you ought to—what about this saving defense for the United

States by forcing Europe to pay more of their costs, Japan and
Korea to pay more of their expense costs? As we get it from the

Pentagon, those are extremely significant amounts. It's about $70

billion a year that they say out of defense spending goes to Europe

and another $60 billion of defense costs of the United States is

really for Korea and Japan. 1 know the system the Penta%:m uses

to arrive at those figures. I don’t happen to agree with them be-

cause we would not have the type of savings at all if we didn’t send

anybody to Europe or if we didn’t have anybody in the Pacific, but

we could save significant amounts if we force them to pay more of

their share.

Mr. CHIMERINE. Could I comment on that, Senator? I think you
have to take the situation 20 or 30 years ago as a starting point.
We were so productive relative to ever}yone else, and so far ad-
vanced relative to everyone else, and so far ahead of everyone else
in terms of technology, that we could afford to spend 6 or 7 percent
of our GNP while the others were spending just a couple percent,
and yet still compete very effectively, still grow our living stand-
ards and so forth.

I think we have to realize we don’t have those advantages any
more and, as a result, 7 percent of GNP for national defense be-
comes a burden on the economy. To the extent the Japanese are
spending 1 percent, that difference is going somewhere else. Some
of it is going into research and development, and new investment
which helps their competitiveness. In a more equal global environ-
ment, defense becomes a burden on the economy.

And whether that means we ought to shift some of our costs over
to them is an issue you have to wrestle with, but it seems clear to
me that it is having a negative effect on productivity performance,
and on potential economic growth in the United States relative to
the rest of the world. That issue has to be addressed as part of an

overall solution to our problems.
How we get there is your job. Nonetheless, I agree with your

basic discretion.
Senator MELCHER. It is indeed our job, but I think it has to be
Kart of the discussion that we are in right now when we talk about
ow much money are we goini to spend per year. That's a big
item. I tuank ﬁm both very much.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Senator SARBANES. If I could just follow up on that, it sems to me

clear that Japan and Germany in particular are not carrying re-
sponsibilities commensurate with their economic strength interna-
tionally in terms of contributing to a growing world economy, and-
that the United States, which is spending over 6 percent of GNP on
defense—which some of us argue is too much—is clearly going to
spend much more than the 1 percent of Japan. Some want to make
Jaf)an into a military nation to address that. —

t seems to me there’s another route you can go, which is to say
that Japan needs to circulate worldwide some of those large cur-
rent account surpluses which they have been accumulating—for in-
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stance, to help address the problem of Third World debt, and on a
multilateral basis so they don’t tie it to their own trade pattern.

If they could help get growth moving again in the develoi:ing
world, that would be significant for them and for us. It would help
us to address some of our problems. I think that should have been
on the agenda at the Venice Summit.

Mr. CHIMERINE. | agree with you.

Senator SARBANES. If you're really going to start talking about
what has to be done, you have to start recognizing the burden the
United States is carrying and the changes over the Eostwar period.
The technology gap—we've lost that. We no longer have that enor-
mous gap between the level at which we produce and the level at
which they produce. It's very close. That's what should have been
on the agenda of the. Venice Summit if we really want to start
trying to get the world economy back into proper perspective. The
United States can no longer do it all and it ought not be expected
to do it all. The Japanese are putting 1 percent of their GNP into
defense. If we put 1 percent of our GNP into defense instead of 6.5
percent, imagine what we could do in terms of our economy.

Senator MELCHER. Mr. Chairman, I think you have properly

~ stated it, but I don’t believe there’s any more pertinent time to be

discussing this and what effect this has on the overall econom
than right now when we’re putting our Navy in the Persian Gulf
in order to make sure that there’s continuous production and ex-
portation of Saudi and Iraqi oil, much of which is going to go di-
rectly to Japan and Korea. But certainly the question of national
defense and the economy of the country—and I say that for all free
world countries—they do mix together and the very significant
thing that’s going on right now dramatizes that.

Senator SArRBANES. That’s right. J&n})an gets 60 percent of their

e now are going to provide,
under the administration’s approach, the protection for that oil
supply, which means risking lives and spendmg lots of money.

is is a chart in the annual report of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee of nondefense R&D a3 a percent of GNP. This is research
and develment which is essential to maintaining your technologi-
cal edge. This is nondefense research and development. These lines
[indicating] are Germany and Japan as a percent of GNP. This line
down here &indicating] is the United States. I submit that that gap
explains a lot about our difficulty in competing. It’s engineerigg.
It’s design. It's all of the things that so into these consumer prod-
ucts—people saying, well, they would rather take these imports
}:han our own home produced products, and there’s one of the prob-
ems.

We ran a table in here showing the Federal spending which the
President always talks about. He wants to cut spending. Of course,
he apparently excludes military spending from spending. Well,
those are the lines. The line that’s shot up, that’s military spend-
ing. This line, which is pretty well leveled out, is civilian spending.
There’s another problem.

Mr. CHIMERINE. Mr. Chairman, could I make one quick comment
on that because I know you have a fundamental disagreement with
me, and this is what I was getting to earlier. When I look at our
budget priorities, it strikes me that we spend, first, a very large
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amount on national defense and, second, of the remainder, an ex-
tremely large percentage, quite frankly, is being spent on current
consumption, especially for the elderly. A very small percentage of
our national budget is being spent on what I call the future—on
the young, on investments for the future, on rebuilding the infra-
structure, and so forth. What disturbs me is that over the last 4 to
5 years, those are the things we've been cutting. Where spending is
growing are, No. 1, military, and, No. 2, in most of the entitlement
» rograms that really go into current consumption and are not
uilding for the future. That's what concerns me, and I think that

has to be changed around. Senator Melcher has a terrific point—to

the extent we can pass on our defense costs, or at least a portion of

them, to somebody else, that would be a tremendous benefit to us.

And second, I personally believe that some of those entitlement
areas, whether they’re health care or pension benefits or whatever,
particularly with the demographic shifts which are going to be
pushing those up further early in the next century, that we have to

_ scale those back. And the way to do it is to cut back those beufits
for people who don't really need them.

Senator SARBANES. The only point I'm making on the entitle-
ments is that when they carry a tax with them which covers them,
you'd better be very careful, because if you go down your path
you're going to break the connection. You're going to lose the reve-
nue source and you're going to get less of a contribution toward the
deficit question rather than more. That’s what’s going to happen.

: Now if it’s an entitlement unrelated to a revenue source, that’s a
o different problem. In fact, those have been squeezed—most of them.
That’s a different problem. The two trend lines that have changed
to produce this large deficit since 1981 are, one, the increase in de-
fense spending and, two, the turndown in revenues, which are of
course the two factors the President doesn’t want to address in
trying to deal with the deficit.

Mr. CHIMERINE. I'm aware of that.

Senator SARBANES. Well, thank you both very much.

Mr. BLINDER. Thank vru.

Yoz
.

Mr. CHIMERINE. Thank you.
Senator SARBANES. The hearing is adjourned.
.[Whereupon, at 11:56 a.m., the committee adjourned, subject to

the call of the Chair.]
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